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To Mademoiſelle von 8 ® * * 1 
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. Beli, Fan, 3 1746. 


| Dt is with inexpreſlible pleaſure. that I 
| perceive you approve of my way of 
thinking: for it was a ſenſe of your 
amiable diſpoſition, and many excellent en · 
dowments, which ſome years ſince, kindled: 
chat pure and ardent paſſion in iny heart, 
of which I then gave you tokens. Our 
fate, by a ſeparation that will moſt: likely { 
be eternal, has determind, that this paſſion. 
ſhalt no longer glow with its original fervor. 
For you it has decreed a worthy conſort, 
Vo. II. B and 
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and me it has bound to the Pruſſian court. 
 Abfence has untied that band wc made 
us one. 

That wonderful paſſion: -of 5 which 
can burn when the object is at a vaſt diſtance, 
is only to be found in romance. The torch 
of Venus goes out on a long journey: but 
a ſenſe of tender reſpect, and a ſincere 
friendſhip, we can carry with us to the 
j grave. It is with theſe ſentiments, Madam, 
* that I addreſs you, and it is with theſe 
| that II preſume to wiſh that you would re- 

gard me. Our mutual peace requires that 
we ſhould not ſoon, again fee each other; 
and I wiſh nothing more, than that your 
whole happineſs may center in your huſ- 
band: but it would afford me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction, again to ſtrengthen the band 
of our friendſhip by the correſpondence 
you propoſe; and to give you the firſt 
proof of my zeal and my obedience, TI here 
ſend the deſcription you deſire, of the pub- 
lic rejoicings on account of the peace, and 

af the * return to o 
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As ſoon as the day was known, on which | 
TR majeſty was to make his public entrance 


into this city, every one ſet about the ne- 
ceſſary preparations for his reception. All 


the inhabitants made the proper diſpoſitions 


for illuminating their houſes; and many 
zealous citizens determind to go forth to 


meet their ſovereign, and to conduct him 


to his capital, crownd with immortal lau- 


rels, gaind in the combats, © For glory . 


« and for his country *.“ 


The firſt dawn of the day w was  proclaimd. 


by a general peal of all the bells in the 


city. Towards noon, the ſeveral companys. 8 
of militia aſſembled before the houſes f 


their captains, from whence they marchd 
to their appointed ſtations, which extended 


from the city gate, quite up to the entrance 
of the palace. All theſe citizens were gaily 
dreſsd, and had uniform hats and arms; 
their officers regimentals were blue, and 
they marchd with drums beating and colors 


4 
td. « n 


— 


| * The bo 3 1 n 
B 2 flying. 


* * : — 4 WY” * 
— * 2 - * 
— ws 
- 


— 


4 [l ETTER NA 


flying. Cloſe to the palace was a volunteer 
company of young merchants, who had 


Choſe for their Captain, the bookſeller and 


merchant, Fromeri: their colors were white, 
on which was painted; a _ <p war 


** motto, 
« Sic ardet pro rege. of 


Theſe ranks of armd citizens afidrded: the 


moſt agreeable ſight imaginable. | 
His royal highneſs prince Henry ſet off 


early in the morning, to meet the king 


where he was to dine; 1280 there he had the 
pleaſure to embrace this hero and worthy 


brother; this monarch ſo dear to his peo- 


and to find him in perfect health, and 
| flow of ſpirits. They did not ſet long 
at table, for about three in the afternoon, 


his majeſty got into his carriage, and came 


gently on towards Berlin. In the mean 
time the ladys and principal inhabitants 
repaird to thoſe houſes by which the Ring 


Was to paſs: and the ſtreets were filld with 
the common people. Never in my life 


re! ſeen ſo vaſt a concourſe, All the 
— 5 win- 
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LETTER kKxv. 5 
windows, from the ground to the roof, 
were throngd; nay, the very coverings 
of ihe roofs were taken off, and the tops 
of the houſes filld with ſpectators; in 


the ſtreets the people were „ cog 


ther. 

When the king was yet fix wits from 
Berlin, he was met by a number of his 
faithful ſubjects, who were impatient for 
the pleaſure of beholding their monarch. 
A little further he ſaw the different com- 


panys of horſmen-who were come out to 


meet him, and to attend him to his pa- 
lace. His majeſty receivd this inſtance 
of their zeal, with marks of great pleaſure 
and goodneſs. The king ſat in an open 
phaeton, and was accompanyd by his 
two brothers, the prince of Pruſſia and 
prince Henry. The quantity of ſpecta· 
tors that ſurrounded the carriage was fo 
great, that the horſes could advance only 

ſtep by ſtep, and the ſolemnity of their 
pace added to the pleaſure and 2 of 
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The proceſſion was in the following 
order. Firſt, came the roial poſtmaſter, 
followed by a hundred poſtillions, all 
dreſsd in blue, and blowing their horns, 
which were ornamented with orange colord 
ribons, inceſſantly in full chorus. Next 
came all the butchers of the city and its 
environs; theſe were formd into a ſqua- 
dron, and were dreſsd in a brown uni- 
form, with laced hats and blue cockades : 
they were well mounted, and ſat well 
upon their horſes. Then came the great 
maſter of the foreſts, at the head of all the 
officers of the hunt, and of the hunters 
of the country round about Berlin, all 
dreſsd in green: theſe were followed by a 
detachment of the regiment of roial hun- 
ters. Then came a grand ſquadron of 
volunteers, compoſed of the principal ci- 
tizens of Berlin, dreſsd in the kings blue 
uniform, and all nobly mounted: theſe 
immediately ſurrounded his majeſtys car- 
riage. Many pages of the king and the 
' Princes followd on horſeback ; and after 
2 them 
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them came a detachment of the guards. 
An inconceivable quantity of coaches, 
filld with nobility and gentry, who came 
to attend on his maxlty, cloſed the pro- 
ceſſion. 

As ſoon as the king extend ihe n 
of the militia, the citizens preſented their 
arms, the officers ſaluted his majeſty with 
their eſpontons and their colors, the drums 
beat the march, and the whole people 
cryd out, Long live the king; long 
« live Frederic the Great.” Women and 
young maidens ſtrewd flowers before him, | 
and every moment were ſeen garlands of 
flowers, thrown from the windows. and 
the tops of the houſes, by the ladys and 
citizens, on the king's carriage. Never 
bave I ſeen fo pleaſing, and ſo affecting a 
Geht. The pomp and ſplendor of a court, 
where. dread majeſty preſides, oft-times _ 
dazzles and confounds: but here all was 
ſerene and harmonious ; nothing was to - 
be deen but the joyful admiration, the 
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zeal and the love of faithful and affec- 
tionate ſubjects. Nature alone workd, 
and ſurely in ſuch a manner as did honor 
to humanity. Theſe reflections ſo ſtrongly 
affected my mind, that I could not refrain 
from tears; but they were the tears of 
joy, and A nh with a homefelt 
pleaſure. 
The kings bebetiour, in the midſt of 
this ſuperb and ſplendid popularity, which 
was ſo natural to raiſe lofty and faſtidious 
thoughts in the mind of a monarch, was 
ſuch as greatly increasd the lively emo- 
tions of my heart. Complacency ; good: = 
neſs; a ſenſe of real intrinſic merit; and 
a tender concern for his people, were 
ſtrongly markd in his countenance. He 
ſaluted the ſpectators on the right and on 
the left, and ſaid to thoſe who eagerly | 
crowded to ſee him, Dont preſs each 
* other, my children: take care of your- 
708 OO? : dont let the horſes trample upon 
« you.” On one he ſmiled graciouſly ; 
| tO 


L ET TER XXV. 9 


to ahother he ſpoke with a noble mien: 
with a word, with a ol, oy made bis pen 


ple happy. _ 
I had: placed my prince in the bateony 


of the palace, and as ſoon-as I ſaw the 


kings carriage draw nigh, I conducted 
his highneſs to the entrance of the court: 


but had the utmoſt difficulty in getting 
down, for the great ſtaircaſe was ſo crowd 
ed, that I thought more than once; we 


muſt have ſtuck by the way. As the king 


deſcended from his carriage, he tenderly 
_ embraced his brother, and made us toge- 


ther a very friendly compliment; and we 
had the pleaſure to attend his majeſty to 


his chamber. 
three ſalutes, and drew up, with drums 
beating, and colors flying, under the wine 
dos of the palace. 

It ſhould ſeem as if, in the higheſt e en- 


joyments of human life; there were ſtill 
ſome mixture of bitterneſs: for on this 


day of ſupreme feſtivity, the king could 
not F anxiety and grief from ſteal- 
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5 ing in upon him. His majeſty was lures. 


ſeated when news was brought, that his 
old: preceptor, M. Duhan von Jandun, 
lay at the point of death. As the king 
had an uncommon regard for this truly 
venerable perſon, founded on a long fa- 
miliarity, and a ſenſe of real obligation, 
the news affected him greatly; and his 
majeſty expreſsd a ſtrong deſire to ſee him, 
and to give him the greateſt comfort which 


it was poſſible, for a man who was om 


the threſhold of life, to receive; and 
which the ſight of his roial pupil, a pru- 


dent conqueror, and a philoſophic hero, 


who brought back peace to his country, 


and was at that moment in the midſt of 


a glorious a muſt W 4 
ford. : 

By fix in the evening the whole city 
was illuminated. The king went into his 
coach, attended by the prince of Pruſſia, 
and prince Henry: prince Ferdinand fol- 
lowed him. His majeſty orderd the 
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who livd in a fort of court, the houſes 


of which were ſo erowded with lamps, that 
they were obligd to open the windows of! 
the chambers where the ſick lay, to pre- 


vent their being ſuffocated! by the heat. 
It was a noble ſight, to ſee a dying man- 


furrounded by princes, and by a tri-- | 


umphant monarch, who in. the midſt of 
the inceſſant clamor of exultation, ſought: 
only to alleviate the ſick mans. pangs;; 
participating of his diſtreſs ; and reflecting 
on the vanity of all human fame and gran - 
deur. When his majeſty had: taken a. 
tender adieu of M. Duhan,. who livd bur: 


till the next day, he went again into his 
coach, and n the tour: of the- 


city. 
I. all not attempt ava 1 


tion of theſe magnificent illuminations, 


but here ſend you the printed account, by. 


which you will ſee that there were many 


ingenious deſigns, and many ſignificant 


inſcriptions; in which the ſubtilty of mo- 


dern wit was joind to the elegance and: 
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| brevity of the ancient expreſſion : and _ 
you will find that there was a plentiful 
mixture of good and bad in all theſe ; as 


indeed how ſhould it be otherwiſe, when 
the quantity was ſo great, and every one 


expreſsd himſelf after his own manner. 


What do you ſay, for example, to that 
honeſt citizen, who having doubtleſs the 
late conſternation freſh in his memory, 


Auſtrian huſſars, riding upon crabs, with 
the city of Berlin in the back ground, 
and under it this inſcription ; © The march 


„of general Green to Berlin?” Or of 


another, mho in a large painting, repre- 


ſented a number of coaches, ſome. with 


pairs, and ſome with ſets of horſes; with 


wagons, carts, cars, andevery other kind 
of carriage, driving furioufly. from the 
capital; and in the midſt of them a great 
| hare in full flight, with this motto; For 


« companys fake.” For the reſt, Ma- 
dam, you will eaſily imagin how glorious 


a 1% ani one of the m_— citys of. Europe 
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LET DER XX. ay 
muſt make, when every part of i it blazed 
with illuminations : and where the ſtreets 
run in ſtraight lines, and are filld wich 


palaces and other beautiful buildings; 


where the public place is of a vaſt extent, 


and regularly built; and where there ate 
à great number of ſtately bridges and 


public walks. The infinit variety of 
thoſe different decorations which every 


houſe afforded,. _ the —_= with inen 


| amn delight. 


The king and che c court did not return 


to the palace before ten in the evening t 
about the ſame time I went to a houſe;. 
where I knew ſeveral of my friends were 
invited. As I enterd the hall, I met the 
lady of the houſe, who inſtead: of calling 
me by my name, cryd out, O! M. von 

Vivat, I rejoice to ſee: you. 80 ſtrong 
an impreſſion had the Vivat Fredericus 
Magnus; which was heard in every houſe; 
made on the imagination; and ſo ready 
the tongue was to pronounce it. The 


whole night was one continued ſcene of 
$5 diverſions; 3 
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diverſions 3- which the citizens enjoyed)... 


33 ——— 


each one according to his own fancy: and 
the repeated diſcharges of the muſqueiry 
were heard till broad day. | 
Three days after, the king gave a no- 
ble entertainment in the opera houſe, as 
the Feaſt of Peace. There was a grand 
maſquerade ball, to which every one was 
invited: the court was ſeated at ſix large 
tables: and behind the ſcenes, and in the 
different apartments of the theatre, a cold 
eollation,. with a defert, and plenty of 


wine and warm water, were provided for 


the citizens. This ſpacious and beauti- 
ful building was illumind on the inſide, 
every where with wax candles, and on the 
outſide with lamps. Directly fronting- 
the theatre, was erected a. building, which 
repreſented the temple of Janus; the 
gates of which were. faſtend by a ſoldier: 
in a Roman habit: and behind this tem- 
ple Rm was eihned a. . fire. 
work. 
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The ball laſted till clear day, and the 
maſques found the kings wine ſo good; 
that next day about noon, as I paſsd the 
opera houſe, I faw two nymphs come 
out, dreſsd in the habits of ſnepherdeſſes; 
who it ſeems, after ſacrificing liberally to 
Bachus, had deliverd themſelves up to 
Morpheus: but waking, and finding the 
doors faſt, made a terrible outcry, The 
door keeper preſently came to their releaſe, 
but rather unpolitely, obliged theſe gentle 
ſhepherdeſſes to walk into the ſtreet ar 
noon day: where they were immediately 
ſurrounded by a number of boys and rab- 
ble, who purſued them with their jeers; 
quite to the next guard-houſe, where they 
took refuge. So it is, Madam, that the 
moſt ſuperb feſtivals are commonly at- 
tended with ſome ridiculous circumſtance. 
I hope this which I have related will give 
you ſome pleaſure, as the fight of it af. | 
forded me high entertainment; 
Thus, Madam, I have deſcribed; in as 
conciſe a manner as I am able, the moſt, 

re- 
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remarkable incidents, in this day of glori- 
ous feſtivity, for the inhabitants of Pruſſia, 
The brighteſt day perhaps that the king 
has in his life ever yet ſeen; and the moſt 
important to all thoſe whoſe hearts are fin- 
cerely devoted to him. Would you had 
been at Berlin on this day! for I am cer- 
tain you would have mingled. your tears 
of joy with mine, and that would have 
rendered my happineſs complete, for no 
man in the world is more dom than | 


I am 
: Madam, your, &c. 
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To M. von Steven at Brunſwick. | 


> 5 ; 12 . a Berlin, March 20; 1746; 


o, my ein brother, I cannot ſend 
d tratiſlation- of the verſes I wrote, 
0a the man 80 of colonel W —, and the 
1 „„ 
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young lady K——, maid of honor to her 
majeſty the queen mother. It is a piece 
of meer drollery that is founded on a pri- 
vate hiſtory, and on the name of the bride- 
groom, which ſignifies the ſame in Ger- 
man, as *quite ready.” Nowthisequivoque 
cannot be well expreſsd in French, and 
conſequently the poem would loſe a 
cipal part of its merit. | 

After a neceſſary andes des 1 ads 
vance a burleſque principle, which is; that 
matrimony being the grand object of every 
ladys purſuit, a deſire to pleaſe is as im- 
portant to them, as valour to a hero; ſa- 
oacity to a ſtateſman; learning to a phi- 
loſopher, &c. from whence I infer, that 
the ſolicitude which a young lady ſhows, 
in making a ſplendid and elegant appear- 
ance, is by no means to be calld vanity 3 
nor are the little arts of allurement, the 
ſtolen glance, or the look of attention and 

reſpect, which are ſometimes given, and 
ſometimes refuſed; and all that wileful 


* „which ſo well reſembles a paſ- 
ſion, 


oo OST TER XXVI. 
fion, and by which the fair ones ſo well know 
how to make a man believe, that they are 
charmd with his company; to be calld 
love. And by the ſame principle 1 de- 
fend the ſex againſt the charge of incon- 
ſtancy, and prove, that as a lady is to make 
her fortune by love, it is but juſt that 
the declare for the beſt; and conſequent- 
ly, that a firſt paſſion may be vacated 
by a ſecond; or if circumſtances require it, 
by a hundred in ſucceſſion, provided 
that the laſt be ſtill more eligible than 
any that went before. You ſee that there 
can be no want of irony in this propoſi- 
tion, for the ſubject affords it in abundance. 
His roial highneſs the prince of Pruſſia, 
gave me the firſt hint, and after it was 
finiſhd ſhowd it to the king at Potſdam: 
they ſay his majeſty laughd when he read 
it, and was pleasd to honor it with his 
approbation. Superior geniuſes ſometimes 
take pleaſure in encouraging the inferior, 
by the ſmiles of applauſe. 


This little 8 was abut 
with, | 
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with a drole circumſtance, of which I can- 


not forbear to acquaint you. As I was not 
willing to be known for the author, I put, 


inſtead of my name, two initial letters, 


which I ſhall not name here; for. we may 
relate a miracle without naming the faint ; 


and beſide, I will not deprive you of the 


lin, a very honeſt and brave man, but one 
whoſe weak intelle&s afford a continual 


ſubject of ridicule. to the wicked wits 2 
unluckily his name begins with thoſe twe 
very letters which I had placed in the room 


of mine. Our courtiers immediately took 


the hint, and were determind to divert 


themſelves at his expence; and they made 


him believe in good earneſt, that he was 
ſuſpected to be the author, and that the 
affair would have very ſerious conſe- 


quences. The poor man ran immediately, 


in great anxiety, to M. von Borke, miniſter 


for foreign affairs, proteſting very ſolemnly, 


that he had not had the leaſt hand in it; 
nay, offerd to take an oath, and to con- 
| e Lag Bo 


/ 


/ > - 


pleaſure of gueſſing. Now we have in Ber- 


firm it vn his death. bed, that it had never 
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enterd his mind, to compoſe a poem of 
that ſort. The miniſter told him “ that 
& he believd him on his word, and that 
« all Berlin muſt be convincd, that he 
« was not the man that was capable of writ- 
ing ſuch verſes as thoſe.” The good man 
went away, quite appeasd, and highly ſa- 
tisfyd. This title occurrence entertaind 


the court and the city for ſome days. 


I ſcarce dare fend my dear St. ——, 
copy of this poem, for I dread her ſhrewd 
eritic. You have made at your court, on 
accountof ſome greatmatches, maſterpieces 
of this kind; and it is with poetry as with 


ftatuary, moderate performances are inſuf- 


ferable in the eyes of a great maſter. We 
can do without either of theſe, and yet the 
leaſt performance demands our apptoba- 


tion, tho it be the moſt excellent only, that 


is tolerable. However, I cannot refuſe to 
ſend this trifle, tho I am ſenſible of the dan» 
ger I run of incurring your d 
- Tam, ſir, your, &c. 
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2 May 20, 100 


T OED my dear friend, after fix | 
years attendance, I have obtaind 
char ſtation which J have ſo long deſired; 
which was to be ſo ſituated, as to have free 
acceſs to the kings perſon. But do not 
imagin that vanity excited this wiſh,- or, a2 


blind ambition to approach a throne, . 


where, in the midſt of grace and favor, a 


thunder ſtorm may ariſe. No, fir, ie was 


humility, not pride, that was the motive. 
For as | am deſtind to the ſervice of the 
Rate, I was deſirous of learning the prin- 


ciples of ſound politics, at the feet of the 


greateſt of maſters, and the wiſeſt of mo- 
narchs. My wiſhes are complete. I ſee and 


hear Frederic. He is my Apollo. But ie is 
not 
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not at Potſdam as at Delphos. This oracle 


is ſurrounded by no enſigns of terror. 
Here no thunder rocks the ground ; no 


prieſteſs bellows forth, with frantic emo- 


tions, ambiguous or unmeaning ſentences. 
Here all is ſerene and placid. When Ire- 
ceive the kings commands to attend him, 
I fly on the wings of deſire; a ſecret joy 
fils my ſoul: and I never leave him, wich- 
out freſn pleaſure and inſtruction. 
See, my dear friend, how I have ob- 
taind this good fortune. Since peace has 
been reſtored to the ſtates of Brandenburg, 
by the treaty of Dreſden, the king has re- 
ſided at Potſdam, where he nouriſhes his 
people in the lap of peace, and fills: the 
hours of vacation from the great buſineſs 
of ſtate, with ſtudys. His majeſtys tender 


concern for his moſt worthy brothers, has 


drawn the princes Henry, and Ferdinand 


to the ſame place. The latter receivd, 


not long ſince, an order to leave Berlin, 
and fix his court at Potſdam, where apart- 
ments in the palace were made ready for 


his 


WW 


his reception, The: een pas witk 
pleaſure. Fe gave all his ſervants who 
were to remain at Berlin penſions; z and 
the day before his departure, entertaind 


the whole court with a noble fealh, which : 


concluded with a ball. tren G22 en 


The next day we went to Potsdam ry | 


I muſt confeſs to you, that I had no reaſon. 


to be pleasd, with the firſt reception the 


king | gave me; nor can I, to this hour, 
imagin the cauſe of it; for I do not know 
of any fault that I had committed to merit 
his diſpleaſure. A few days after, however, 
his majeſty was graciouſly, pleasd, by a 


private conference, to rid me of that 


affliction, with which my heart was full: 
and from that day has not ceasd to be- 
ſtow on me, particular marks of regard 5 


and munificence. His majeſty is frequent- 


ly pleasd to fend for me to read to him, 


or to accompany him in his concert. And 


I have the honor, almoſt every night, to 


ſup with the king, and a ſmall ſelect com- 
pany, at a kind of private table: great as 


= this 


the blaze of majeſty. On one hand is ſeen, 
aà king, who appears under the character 
of a worthy friend; and on the other, ſub- 

jects who approach their ſovereign, without 
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this honor is, it affects me not ſo fenvibly, 
as the pleaſure in partaking of the conver- 
ſation of his majeſty, and the other ge- 


niuſes, of the firſt rank, who compoſe 


this table. For I much doubt if all Eu- 


rope can produce, a more wiſe, learned, 


witty, and polite en * there to 


be found. 


It ſeems as if his e cook bade 
in laying aſide the monarch, that he may 
become the moſt amiable of men: and 
on our part, he has the pleaſure to ſee; that 
we lay aſide that vail which the courtier 
conſtantly wears, to defend him againſt 


the leaſt dread of his power. Our hearts 


are mutually, and perfectly open, and qur 


cert is over, we ſit down to ſupper; the 


eonverſation is gay, and the king is fre- 
quently ſurpriſed, to hear the clock ſtrike, 


two 
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two hours after midnight, when he thought 
he had ſcarce been an hour at table. 

In this manner, under the ſhadow of a 
throne, ſo to ſpeak, our days paſs away, 
peacefully and joyfully. O! might our 
happineſs be free from that viciſſitude, 
which attends all human enjoyments ! O 
that the Divine Providence may conſtantly 
preſerve the precious health of our ſo- 
wee es | es, 


Nothing ſhows true greatneſs in a prince more, 
than knowing how-to deſcend to familiarity, with- 
out prejudice to his di gnity. Familiarity, they ſay, 
breeds contempt ; and ſo it may, among little men 
and little kings; but where there is true genius 
and merit, the reverſe will ever be the conſequence : 
the former of theſe reſemble one of thoſe falſe ſtones, 
which glitters at a diſtance, but when nearly ex- 
amind, is preſently diſcoverd and deſpiſed ; the 
latter, a brilliant of the firſt, water, which the more 
it is examind, the more it is admired. 


— * 
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TETTER XXVIII 
To M. von M * * * at e, 


f Peſdam, 1550 I 5. 1 747. 

OUR rebuke, my worthy friend, 
touches me moſt ſenſibly, and the 
more, as it has the appearance of being 
juſt. That I have not wrote to you for 
theſe fifteen months paſt, is moſt true. 
But do not infer from thence, that va- 
nity has ſtifled the voice of friendſhip ; 
= er that I am capable of forgetting, at the 
foot of a throne, thoſe with whom I have 
been ſo intimately, and fo ſincerely con- 

nected : and yet this is the purport of your 

letter, or at leaſt, ſo it appears to me. But 
permit me, fir, to ſhow the injuſtice of 
this inference, and to explain the true cauſe 

of my long ſilence. 
The more the king has loaded me with 
his favor and confidence, the more I have 

thought myſelf obliged to retrench my 

other 
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other connections, and that correſpondence 
which I had indifferent countrys. I will, 
like Cæſars wife, be free even from the 
ſuſpicion of guilt. The king himſelf 
ſuperintends the grand machine of poli- 
ties; and conſequently the palace of Potſ- 
dam, is the common center, in which all 
the lines of government meet. I have 
ſhut my eyes againſt all other objects, and 
have thought of nothing, but how I might 
pleaſe my ſovereign, and learn from him 
the great principles of government, with- 
out attending to particular ſubjects. 1 
have, beſide, my pen continually in hand, 
in inſtructing the prince, and by theſe 
means I have debard myſclf of that very 
ſenſible pleaſure, which I find in writing to 
a friend, whom I love and eſteem like your- 
ſelf. Beſide all this, the king has been 
pleasd, to make me one, in his: partys of 
pleaſure, and to take me with him on all 
his journeys; in the midſt therefore, of ſo 
many different avocations, you will eaſily 
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| conceive, that it was ſcarce poſſible for me 

to attend to any other connection. e 

We have paſsd part of the two laſt ſum- 

mers, ſometimes at Sanſouci, ſometimes at 
| Charlottenburg, ſometimes at Oranien- 
burg, and ſometimes at Rheinſburg *. The 
queens, the princeſſes, the princes, and 
the greateſt part of thoſe ladys and gentle- 
men, who belong to the court, have been 
of theſe partys. We have been every 
| where lodgd in noble apartments, and have 
had the moſt agreeable entertainments : 
delightful walks, balls, illuminations, fire- 
works, a roial table, and liquor fit for the 
gods. The king has enjoyd a continued 
flow of ſpirits, and we have conſtantly re- 
garded him, as the author and ſupporter of 

all our joy. At Rheinſburg, his majeſty | 

permitted us to act the tragedy of Britan- 
nicus ; in which I playd the part of Nero: 
almoſt all the other performers wereprinces, 


— 


For a deſcription of Sanſouci, Oranienburg, 
Rheinſburg and Potſdam, ſee Is. 40 and 42. 


* 


Her 
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Her royal highneſs the princeſs Amelia, 
performd the part of Agrippina, with 
amazing force and propriety. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that our 
diverſions were ſtopd for ſome time, the 
laſt ſummer, by an unlucky accident, of 
which no doubt you have heard. The 


king had invited the queens to Pals ſome 


weeks at Charlottenburg, and in conſe- 
quence. the whole court, which conſiſted of 


two hundred and eighty perſons, including 


domeſtics, were lodgd in the palace. 
We had been there three days, and every 


day was diſtinguiſnd by ſome remarkable 


diverſion. On the laſt of the three days, 
there was.a French comedy, and a grand 
ſupper. After table, her majeſty the 


reigning queen, went to town, to lie at the 


palace, that ſhe might return the next day 
early, to Charlottenburg. We had been 
the whole day, in a continued flow of joy, 
and had the honor to attend her ma- 
Fly, and her ladys, fullof mirth and gaiety, 
"G2 to 
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to their coaches; and then retired, cach 
one quietly to his chamber. 

About two in the morning I was waked . 
by the ſound of a trumpet, of the guard, 


whoſe main corps is near the entrance of 


the palace. I immediately roſe and. went 
to the window: but as I ſaw that all was 
ſtill, I returnd to bed, ſuppoling it to be 
the reveille ; but had ſcarce been there 
two minutes, when prince Ferdinand 
knockd with violence at my door, crying 
out, Get up quickly, the palace is on 


fire, the queen my mother, and my ſiſ- 


« ter Amely are in danger.” I jumpd 
out of bed, and ſlipping on nothing, bur 
my nightgown, ran to the princeſſes cham- 
ber, helpd her to dreſs, and conducted her 
to a place of ſafety. 

As.we went out of the gate of the pa- 
lace, we ſaw a ſcene truly tragicomic 
which was, her majeſty the queen mother, 
drawn on a ſledge by two ſoldiers, and 


attended on one fide by M. Pannewitz,, the 


lieutenant 
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lieutenant of the guard, in his full regi- 


mentals, booted and ſpurd, and his cloak 
on; and on the other, by baron Polnitz, 
in his nightgown, flippers, and night- 
cap; and followd by a number of half 
clad domeſtics. As much as I was fright- 
ened, I could not, at that moment, forbear 
a loud laugh, at ſo drole an attendance. 


The fight of the moſt reſpectable princeſs © 
in the world, in fo diſtreſsful a fituation 


brought to my mind, that verſe of Ra- 


eine, 


« Moi, fille, femme, ſeur & n mere de 
vos maitres ** 


But while I was buſyd in theſe reftec- 
tions, the ſcene changd in a moment: and 
turning myſelf about, I ſaw a lively repre- 


ſentation of the laſt day. The trumpets ' 
ſounded the alarm; the fire burſt forth at 
the windows of the palace ; every door flew 
open ; and on every ſide were ſeen, men 


and women almoſt naked, and each one 


with the looks of a corps juſt reanimated. 


wh lere 
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Here you ſaw a lady of the court, with 
nothing on but her under petticoat, and 
barefooted; and there a court beau in his 
ſhirt ; here another in in his flannel waiſt- 
coat ; and there a lady with two ſtockings 
on one leg, and conſequently the other 
naked. In ſhort, there can be no dreſs, no 
figur imagind, more outre and burleſque, 
than what this ſcene afforded. Fear was 


_ ſtrongly markd on every countenance 


every one were calling out to their fer- 
vants, who were running about, here and 
there, in ſearch of their ladys and maſters 
clothes. For my own part, I was in no 
ſmall perplexity ; the ſafety, and the deep, 
reſpect, which I bore thoſe illuſtrious per- 
ſonages, whom it was my duty to attend, 
obliged me to make a girdle of my hand- 
kerchief, with which I faſtend my gown 5 
and had the mortification to ſee at the 


ſame time, with what ſolicitude, my ſer- 


vants conveyd every part of my dreſs, to 


ſome place of ſafety. 


After we had brought the queen, the 
princeſſes, 


* 
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princeſſes, and the ladys of the court to- 


| gether, in a room at the end of the new 


wing, where they were in perfect ſafety; 
we all ran to the place where the fire was, 


which was the audience chamber of the 
queen mother, and which joind to the 


chamber where her majeſty had ſlept. We 


found it burning with great violence, and 


the whole palace appeard to be in dan- _ 
ger. Iran from thence to ſee if it were poſ- 
ſible to ſave the chapel, for it is one of the 
fineſt in Europe, and has a roof adornd 


with paintings by the celebrated Terweſ- 


ten; and had the ſatisfaction to find it prac- 


ticable. As I was going from thence, I 


met the king walking very compoſedly, on 


the terrace; who. ſaid to me: Well; it 


« js a misfortune; but if nobody be hurt, 
« no matter; the markmen of Berlin will 
«. be the better for it. 

From Charlottenburg itſelf, we could | 
not expect much aſſiſtance; 3 but as that 
town lies between Berlin and Spandau, 


they ſoon perceivd our diſtreſs, and as the 
| RR - king 


— _ 
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king and the whole roial family ſeemd to 


be in danger, the commanders of Berlin, 


and of the caſtle of Spandau, ſounded the 


alarm, and every one flew to our aid. 


The great road that leads from Berlin, to 
Charlottenburg, was filld with people. 
His roial bighneſß the margrave Charles, 
came full foecd, and was followd by fire 
engines, drawn by horſes on a gallop. 


When theſe helps arrived, the violence of 
the flames was ſoon dampd, and by ſeven 
in the morning, the fire was quite out; and 


every one ſought his clothes and his break- 


" faſt. 


There were not in all; more than three 
or four rooms burnt, and yet the damage 
was eſttmated at 23, ooo dollars. The 
king gave orders to M. Knobelſdorf, ſu- 
perintendant of his buildings, to put eve- 


2 ry thing, as near as poſſible, into the 


ſame ſtate it was before the fire. The 


court dined that day at Charlottenburg 


but in the evening the two queens re- 


| turnd to Berlin, and we to Potſdam. Eight 


days 


* 
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days after, however, the court was aſſem- 
bled again, by his roial highneſs the prince 
of Pruſſia, at Oranienburg, where the di- 
verſions were as frequent, as ou had been 
at Rheinſburg. | 
I intended, my worthy friend, to have 
ſaid fomething here, of the journeys I have 
made, in my attendance on the king: and 
to have given you a ſketch of my manner 
of life for ſome time paſt : but that muſt 
be at another opportunity ;. for I am now 
calld to attend a party to Sanſauci, and 
have only time to aſſure you of that affec- 
tionate friendſhip, with which Lam, 


Your, &c. 
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LETTER XXIX. 
To M. 5 M TY" at Hanover. 


| Potſdam, October 10, 1747. 
T Promisd you, my worthy friend, an 
account of our excurſions, and here 
it is: T lay aſide all introduction. I have 
had the honor, for theſe two years paſt, to 
attend the king on his journeys to Sileſia, 
to Magdeburg, and to Stettin; where his 
majeſty not only muſterd his troops, but 
examind into many affairs of civil govern- 
ment. 1 1 
The journeys which a ſovereign prince 
makes in his dominions, may be attended 
either with great advantage, or diſtreſs, to 
his ſubjects. When he travels with a nu- 
merous retinue, and has no view but to 
gratify an idle curioſity, or to diſplay the 


empty 
8 
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empty pageantry of an Eaſtern monarch: 
then muſt the labor of the people, in pro- 


curing horſes for ſo large a company; the 
_ expenſe of the magiſtrates and citizens of 
every town; the diſſipations of the people; 


the loſs of labor; and the preſents that 
are every where to be made; all theſe 
muſt neceſſarily tend to the diſtreſs of the 
country. But does he travel with a ſmall 
retinue; graciouſly receive the peti- 
tions of his fubjects; inquire into their 


grievances; into the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice; the ſtate of his revenues, and the 


condition of his troops; he then turns the 


poiſon into wholſom Food. His preſence 


reſembles thatof the ſun, which animates 
and nouriſhes whatever it beholds. I 


have been a witneſs, on theſe zourneys, of 


that infinit attention and labor, which his 


majeſty has exerted, to procure his ſubjects 


ming bleſſings. 


It is true, that for a private pe no- 
thing can be more fatiguing, than to travel 


in the retinue of lo active and vigorous a 
: . prince, 


2 
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prince, who, notwithſtanding the inſuffer- 
able heat, paſſes like lightning ; is conti- 
nually muſtering his troops; and ſtays in 
no town longer than to make the neceſ- 
ſary inquirys: but even theſe fatigues are 
attended with many pleaſures. Vou travel 
with amazing diſpatch; for at every three 
miles, you are provided with freſh poſt 
horſes. - The nobility and gentry of the 
neighbourhood ; the hunters of the circles ; 
the inhabitants of the environs, who come 
to preſent their petitions; the peaſants 
who are to provide the horſes ;. all theſe 
change at every ſtation : the ſcenes are 
- continually ſhifting. Every where you 
are preſented with fruits, refreſhments, 
and frequently a breakfaſt or ſlight colla- 
tion. Every one is ſolicitous to contribute 
to your pleaſure or convenience. When 
you enter a town, you find the whole nobi- 
lity; the preſidents and council; the ma- 
giſtrates, the officers and principal eiti- 
zens, all aſſembled. You make new ac- 
* or you renew the old. The 
provincials 
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| provincials are ever ſuperabundantly com- 
plaiſant and attentive, to thoſe who com- 
pole the kings train. You find every where, 
balls and other entertainments; and at 
the ſame time become acquainted with the 
ſtrength and weakneſs of every province. 

I cannot ſufficiently expreſs to you, how 
fine a country Sileſia is; as well as the duke- 
dom of Magdeburg, and that part of Po- 
merania which lies about Stettin. It is diffi 
cult to ſay, to which of theſe provinces, 
one would give the preference. They 
ſwarm with inhabitants, and each has' its 
peculiar excellence, Sileſia is extenſive, 
and full of towns, villages, caſtles, cloiſ- 
ters; has a great number of manufactures, 
and is watered. by the Oder, and many 
ſmall rivers. Magdeburg was formerly an 
archbiſhoprick : there needs no more be 
ſaid : you know, fir, the church never 
fixes its head quarters in a deſert: in fact; 
the ſoilabout Magdeburg, and in the Saalk- 
raiſe, which makes a part of it, 1s the rich- 
eſt in all C0 The Elbe, and the 


Saalſtrom, 


40 GET TER Ai. 


Saalſtrom, run thro this country, and 
make it convenient for commerce. Stet- 
tin has a port on the Baltic ſea, and a conſi- 
derable navigation. The whole nobility of 
Pomerania, are colle&ed in this town ; and 
the inhabitants are converſible, nn 
8 e 
On our laſt journey, his majeſty was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed, to confer on me, the office of 
ſuperintendantof all his univerfitys ſo you 
ſee, that I am bleſsd with five daughters at 
once *, which are, Hall, Frankfort on the 
Oder, K6nigſberg in Pruflia, Duyſburg, 
and Lingen. At our return, his majeſty 
was alſo pleasd to appoint me director of 
the hoſpital of Berlin: and during the ab- 
- fence, or frequent indiſpoſition of baron 
Sweerts, I have the ſuperintendency of 
the theatres : beſide all this, I am daily 
engaged in inſtructing prince Ferdinand. 
So that you will N believe, my Wome 


* The Lew of France calls the univerſity of Paris, 
his _—_— 


friend, 


: 
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friend, that I am in no want of employ- 
The inſpection of the univerſitys, will 
oblige me ſhortly, to make a journey to 
Hall; and there, it is probable, I ſhall 
meet that young lady, with whom, five 

years ſince, I would have bound myſelf in 
the holy bands of wedlock, and who 
is yet unmarryd. And who knows, whe- 


ther the ſuperintendant may not be better 
receivd, than the mere gentleman? And 


whether I may not find means to renew _ 


that-ancient acquaintance ? For to ſpeak 
plainly, prudence ſeems to direct that I 


ſhould profit by theſe occurrences ; and | 


fix my good fortune on a ſolid foundation. 
As time and opportunity will permit, 1 
ſhall acquaint you with the futur circum- 
ſtances of this afair. 


1 have the honor to be, ce. 


L. EN. 
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To Lieutenant General Count R* *, 
at Potſdam. 


Ball, Feb. 14, 1748. 


0 UR excelleney has given me ſo 


many marks of your beneficent 
friendſhip, that I ſhould be guilty of the 


higheſt diſreſpect, were I any longer to de- 


fer acquainting you, with the moſt re- 
mark able occurrence of my life. For it 
were by no means juſt, that my firſt pro- 
tector ſhould be the laſt to know, that I 
find myſelf in the ſame ſtate with Ak 


cippus. 


« For there is no time for courtſhip at my 
time of life, | 
6c I fay, Yes or No | ? and ſoon get a with” 
GC 
: I ſhall 
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I ſhall not attempt to give your excel- 
lency a deſcription of Mademoiſelle R—-—, 
with whom it is, that I have made ſo 
ſerious a contract. The time betwen the 
promis, and the performance of matri- 
mony, is the reign of illuſion. Our preju- 
dices, our ſelf-love, and our wiſhes, all 
conſpire to deceive us: and every man 
who has any paſſion for his bride, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily paint her, in flattering colors. But 
matrimony is very dexterous in diveſting 
theſe. colors of their falſe gloſs. The 
maſk falls off, beauty flys yy and 1 
wife remains behind. 

A bride frequently Udets many 
remarkable changes. She firſt appears in 
the eyes of her fond huſband, like one of 
thoſe beautiful inſects they call a Chenille, 
adornd with bright and pleaſing colors: 


ſome time after, ſhe turns to a chryfalis, 1 


appears ſtupid or inanimate ; but preſent- 
ly changes into a real butterfly. That I 
might avoid this laſt inconvenience, I have 
uſed all 3 — ; by diſcover- 
ing 


4 LET TREMIKARX 

ing the real character of Mademoiſelle 
R, as perfectly as it is poſſible to 
diſcover the character of a lady; and which 
has all the appearance of being truly amia- 
ble. I have taken care, moreover, to 
procure at the ſame time a very reſpect- 
able fortune; which, let matters come 
to the worſt, will afford a real conſolation. 
Hitherto, at leaſt, I enjoy a ſatisfaction 
that in my life I never knew before: I am 


1 ſincerely loved by a virtuous woman. For 


out of matrimony, there is . to be 


found but coquetry. 


I had the honor to acquaint the king 
with my intended marriage, and his ma- 
jeſty has not only vouchſafed to grant his 
conſent, but is pleasd that I ſhould add 
to the title of a huſband, that of a baron 
of which he has juſt now ſent me the 
diploma. As my marriage is deferd till 
the next Leipſig fair, when I am to take 
poſſeſſion in form, of my bride and her 
fortune, I propoſe to return in the mean 


time to Potſdam, and there offer to the 


king 
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king my moſt dutiful acknowledgments: 
and about Eaſter I ſhall intreat his ma- 
jeſtys permiſſion to come again to Hall, 
to complete my nuptials. I hope for the 
honor of meeting with your excellency at 
court, and for the very ſenſible pleaſure 
of acknowledeing in perſon, that great 
obligation and reſpect, with which I have 
the wore o be, &c | 


0 ax SORES DOSS 
LETTER XXXI. 2 


To his Roial Highnef Prince Fer- 
dinand; at Potſdam. 1 


ill May 12. 1748, 
Moft gracious Prince, | 
OUR roial highneſs, I thought, 
would have loſt a preceptor, whom 
you honor with your confidence; and one 
who is devoted to your ſervice, ſtill more 
| * the affections of his heart, than by the 
| * 
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dutys of his office. Fes, moſt gracious 
prince, I thought I muſt have died at 
Leipſig. I went there from Hall, to vi-- 
fit the king of Poland, and to ſee that 
renownd fair, His Poliſh majeſty ; their 
roial highneſſes the electoral prince and 
princeſs; count Bruhl, and the whole 
court, receivd me in a moſt gracious. 
and friendly manner. But I enjoyd that 
happineſs a very ſhort time; for two days 
after, while I was with this court, I was 
ſeizd with a very violent fever : the cauſe 
of which 1 had for ſome time before car- 
ryd about with me; and from which I 
was deliverd by a prodigious diſcharge of 
gall, I have got back to Hall, and am 
now out of danger, but quite weak, and 
recover very ſlowly.. As this ſtate of body 
unfits me for matrimony, I have put it 
off for ſome time: and 1 believe it will 
be yet a month, before I ſhall be able to 
wait on your highneſs, either at Berlin, or 
at Potſdam. _ 


& The 


7 
$ 
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The letter your grace has been pleasd 


to ſend me, does honor as well to your 


heart, as your underſtanding. It has 


given me fo great pleaſure, that I aſcribe 


my recovery to it in a great degree, as joy 
of heart is an univerſal remedy, The 
concern your highneſs expreſſes at my ab- 
ſence, and the deſire to employ the time 
uſefully till my return, give me unſpeak- 
able pleaſure. You are deſirous of exer- 
ciſing yourſelf in compoſition, and wiſh 
that I would furniſh you with proper ſub- 
jects whereon to practiſe thoſe rules of 
rhetoric, which I have deliverd in the 
courſe of my lectures. Now as this pro- 
poſition is highly agreeable to me, I ſhall 
uſe my beſt endeavours to ſatisfy your 
deſire; and here offer the following themes, 


of which your roial highneſs will make 
your choice. 


1. A work of elocution, moth bowie 


in conformity to the rules of art; but 


thoſe rules muſt not appear in the com- 
poſition, 


4 That 


—— 
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2. That wit which is the produce of 
labor, is not ſo good as _ we have from 
nature. 

3. As we are to be directed by deb 
in our converſe with mankind, we ought 
not to quarrel with any man for his want 
of wit; provided he do not ng to 
have what he has not, Wo 

4. Fortunate fools ſeem to ſtand in | NO 
need of wiſdom. LET'S As 

5. Great princes are born to AG their 
days at court, in the army, and in the 
cabinet. What natural gifts are neceſſary, 
to enable them to ſucceed, in each of 
theſe ſituations. 

6. Philanthropy i is the oreateſt virtue of 


a prince. 
7. The greateſt os of a monarch, 


conſiſts in making his people happy. 


8. A prince can defend his people againſt 
the enemy, much bettef by e d than 
by the ſword. : 

9. What paſſion Is moſt diſtonorable 


to a Prince: ? 
10, The 
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10. The old proverb; Tell me your 
company, and I will tell you what you 
are; holds equally true of the confidence 
which princes repoſe in their courtiers. 
11. Every virtue is attended by its own 
reward, and every vice by its own puniſh- 


ment. . 
„ improvement of the under- 
ſtanding, and the increaſe of knowledge, 
ſoften our manners, and purify our mo- 
rals; and conſequently contribute to the 
real happineſs of mankind. 

Your roial highneſs will find in theſe 
ſhort propoſitions, the foundation of many 
obſervations, that I have had the honor to 
make to you, in the courſe of our conver- 
ſations. And when your grace ſhall pleaſe 
to exerciſe yourſelf in writing on theſe 
ſubjects, you will thereby receive a dou- 
ble advantage: you will accuſtom your- 
ſelf to expreſs your thoughts with pro- 
priety : and by inquiring into the founda- 
tion of theſe. maxims ; whether it be by 
reaſon, or by example ; your highnels will 
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large on this topic with great pleaſure; 
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_ diſcover a great number of arguments, 


which will induce you to follow that which 


is good, and to avoid that which is evil; 


and theſe arguments being the reſult of 
your own reflections, will make the ſtrongeſt 
impreſſion on your mind; as you will be 
convinced that they are the rightful off- 
ſpring of truth. For the lectures on mo- 
rality, which a preceptor delivers, are 
frequently regarded as a part of his duty ; 
as what he is obliged to preach to his pu-- 
pil ; and make a far weaker impreſſion on 
his mind, than thoſe which are the con- 
ſequence of his own inquiry. | 

I well know, moſt gracious prince, that 
the divine providence has given you an 


underſtanding very capable of diſtinguiſh- 


ing the true from the falſe ; and a heart 


ever ready to follow that which 1s right. 


Fully convinced of theſe diſpoſitions in 
your highneſs, you .may eafily - conceive 
what pleaſing hopes I indulge, and how 
dear you are to my heart. I could en- 


but 


# 


'# 
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but I forbear, leſt I ſhould be ſuſpected 
of flattery, which of all men living would 
leaſt become me. Tour roial highneſs 
is, by your birth, highly reſpeCtable ; but 
that love which I bear you, proceeds 


from your exalted virtue and many excel- 
lent endowments. Go on therefore, moſt - 


gracious prince, to increaſe and perpe- 
tuate the earneſt deſire of my heart; and 


{till continue to honor me with that confi- 


dence and affection, which, by the pro- 


foundeſt eſteem, and devotion, I ſhall, to 


my lateſt breath, endeavour to deſerve. 


CESSES 
LETTER XXX. 


To my Siſter von Brombſen; at 
"oo 


- Peuſuam, July 1, 1748. 


\ O at laſt, my dear fiſter, I am, even 
as you are, marryd : for do not ima- 
gin that your marriage is more canonicat 
„„ D 2 than 


4 6 
— — — ——— — - — _ — an. - A, . — <L. - 
PPP — ** < hi ES 


ww LETTER: XXXIE 
than mine, becauſe the ceremony was - 
performd by a canon of the imperial ca- 
thedral of Lübeck. Yes ! I am, in good 
ſooth, a huſband ; though not in the ſtyle 
of George Dandin, God be praiſed. I 
ſtaid at Hall three weeks after my marriage, 
to recover with more convenience from a 
violent illneſs which I was ſeizd with at 
' \Leipkg. 

I was at the beginning of my new ſtate, 
fully employd in arranging my new ac- 
quirements, as thoſe are wont to be, who 
has. not. been uſed to the enjoyment of 
them. At laſt we got ſafe to Berlin, where 
we found a handſom apartment ready 
for us, and there left my dear little wife, 
in the hands of two ladys of my acquaint- 
ance, who live in the ſame houſe; and 
went ſtraight to Potſdam, to wait on the 
king. His majeſty was pleasd to accept 
very graciouſly, the profeſſions of my duty; 
and to load me with favors. I have the 
honor almoſt every day to dine and ſup 


wirt che king at Sanſouci; z and I hear 
that 
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that I am to attend his majeſty this ſum- 


mer on his journeys. By theſe means my 


which ſo frequently diſguſts, when a mar- 


ryd pair live like two turtle-doves in a 
cage. On every return from a journey, 


my wife will have the freſh charms of no- 


velty. It is true, that this is a ſort of con · 
ſtraind frugality, in the enjoyment of our 
pleaſures; bat it is a frugality that na- 


turally tends to procure them a longer 


duration. About next autumn, however, 
] hope to pafs ſome weeks at Berlin: and 
take poſſeſſion of a large houſe that I have 
purchaſed there. It ſtands in that fine 


ſtreet ' they call Williams ſtreet; and was 


lately inhabited by his excellency count 


Keyſerling, the Ruſſian miniſter. It is a 


very good houſe, and almoſt new: the 
main body is grand and elegant; the 
wings are very extenſive; and at the end 
of each wing is a pavilion: there are four 


courts of different dimenſions; a ſtable | 
for twenty horſes; coach houſes; vaults, &c. 
3 - 
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This building contains forty rooms, which 
are | lofty, regular, and well diſpoſed. 
The garden is of an uncommon extent, and 
ſurrounded by a high brick wall; it lies 
next the roial Thier garden, but there 1s 
a paſſage between them: it is at preſent 
a mere deſert; but they are daily employd 
in levelling and improving the ſoil; and 
am now buſyd in ſketching out the plan of 
it, which I hope by Wr next, to ror. 
into execution. 

Forgive me, my dear alter, for A 
troubling you with my houſhold affairs: 
but as I know you take great part in all 
that concerns me, I hope theſe trifles 
will not diſpleaſe you. Another time I 
ſhall ſay leſs of theſe matters, and en- 
deavour to entertain you with more wor- 
thy ſubjects. Embrace my dear brother- 
in-law, with whom I have the greateſt 
deſire to be perſopally acquainted. As 
ſoon as I have ſet my houſe in order, [ 
ſhall invite you to paſs ſome time under my 
roof. Farewel, my dear ſiſter. 


L E T. 
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To my Siſter, the Baroneſs Mann- 
teufel, at Leuwarden. 


Zerlin, March 20. 1749. 

My dear Siſter, . i 5 ; 
HE boys and girls of this world, 
are like the veſſels in a potters ſnop: 
when the lid is fitted to the pot, they 
preſently go off together. Who would 
have thought, my dear Sophy, that you 
ſhould be marryd to an officer, and 
that your fortune ſhould carry you to live 
with your huſband in Holland? All the 
world ſays, however, that you have made 
a very prudent choice ; that your huſband 
is a gentleman of very uncommon merit; 


that he is the brothers ſon of the celebrated 


count Manteufel, cabinet miniſter to the 
D 4 = - 
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King of Poland, who lives at Leipſig, and 
does ſo much honor to learning; that he 
has ſervd in the troops of Saxony with 
great reputation, as well as in thoſe of the 
republic of Holland, where he has arrived 
to the degree of a major; that he has a 
father ſtill living, and poſſeſſed of a conſi- 
derable fortune in Poland; and beſide 
all this, that he is young, and has an 
agreeable perſon, Theſe, my dear. ſiſter, 
are, in fat, noble advantages, and not 
only juſtify the reſolution you have taken 
of leaving your friends and your country, 
but promis, at the ſame time, great hap- 
pineſs in futurity. May the event anſwer 
theſe juſt expectations! May the fulneſs 
of all bleſſings attend you in Holland! 
May the dread ſiſters ſpin the thread 
of your life, with ſilk and gold, to a long 
extent! And may your poſterity prove an 
unſpeakable comfort to your latter days! 
You know, that when I was quite young. 

1 livd almoſt three years at Leyden, where 
I foon learnt the language. The firſt | 
| im- 
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impreſſions of the manners of the Hol- 
landers; their way of thinking; and fa- 
vourit pleaſures, are deeply engraved on 
my mind. I found their manner of living 
quite agreeable. The Hague, Utrecht, 
and Leuwarden, eſpecially when the prince 
of Orange had his court there, were 
highly pleaſing to me. I hope they will 
be ſo to you, for your grave manners wall 
well agree with the phlegm of the inhabi- 
tants of that watry country. 

As often as you can, let me have the 
pleaſure of hearing from you, for you 
know that I have a tender concern 1n every 
thing that regards you. My wife em- 
braces you: before many months are 
over, ſhe ſeems very likely to confer on me 
a new title Dont be ſurpriſed; it is that 
a a father, 
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LE oy 112 R XXXIV. 
To M. von Stbven⸗ at Brunſwick: 


Breitenheyn, September 5, 1750» 


O U dont know then, it ſeems, my 

dear Stuven, that I have paſsd al- 

| moſt the whole ſummer in Altenburg 
Saxony, at a very pleaſant ſeat, that be- 
longs to Madam von S——, my wifes 
ſiſter : for there I have receivd thoſe let- 
ters you directed to me at Berlin, But 
dont 1magin that I have been all this time 
lounging in the country : far otherwiſe. 

I . have here begun and ended a law ſuit, 
concerning a diſpute my wife and ſiſter in 
law have had with ſome diſtant relations, 
for theſe twenty years paſt, about ſome 
poſſeſſions, which, when the matter came 
. be ſtrictly examind, they had not the 
— | leaſt 
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| leaſt claim to. In ſhort; after obtaining 
nine ſucceſſive decrees, all of the ſame 

tenor, and all in our favor; we were put 
in poſſeſſion of the valuable eſtates of 
Treben and Haſſelbach *. | 

As ſoon as I had brought this weighty 
conteſt to an iſſue, I ſet about making the 
neceſſary partition between my wife and 
my ſiſter in law; who has taken poſſeſſion 
of Breitenheyn, as I of Treben and Hal- 
ſelbach. Theſe lands are rich, and ſituate 


— 
— —_— 


Baron Bielfeld was certainly very happy, to 
obtain nine decrees in one ſummer; in ſome coun- - 
trys he might have been nineteen years in obtaining 
them, and not have got poſſeſſion of his eſtates af- 
ter all; and this was formerly the caſe in Pruflia*; 
but Frederic, by one fupreme Fiat, has decreed, 
that all cauſes ſhall be liquidated within the courſe | 
of a year: and by thus ſubduing the inteſtine | 
enemys of his people, he has proved himſelf to be 
their rightful father ; and has laid up for himſelf 
unſpeakable ſatisfaction, in thoſe important mo- 
ments, when his victorys, his conqueſts, his tri- 
umphs, ſhall paſs before his hight, like the 1 images 
of a gay dream, 

= e 
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in a very pleaſant country: but the build- 
ings, eſpecially the manſion houſe, are 
gone quite to decay; and I ſee full well, 
that it will coſt me a large ſum, to repair 
and furniſh it. 0 
Scarce had J ſet theſe matters in order, 


before my wife brought me a daughter, 


which all the world ſays is pretty, and 
which, in the fathers eyes, appears a little 


miracle of beauty. My wife was not yet 


recoverd from her indiſpoſition, when the 
court of Saxe Gotha came to Altenburg, 
there to hold a ſeſſion, as is their euſtom 
every four years: as a new vaſſal I thought 
it my duty to repair to that rown, which 


is but nine miles from Breitenheyn, I 


had no reaſon to repent of my trouble, 


for her ſerene highneſs the dutcheſs of 


Saxe Gotha, one of the moſt ſagacious 
and benign princeſſes in all Germany, 
loaded me with diſtinguiſhing marks of 
favor. His ſerene highneſs, the duke, 
gave me the inveſture of my eſtates with 
all the uſual formalitys, I had alſo there 
j: .- ME 
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the honor to wait on the hereditary | 


prince, who was juſt returgd from Paris; 


and who in the courſe of his travels, has 


acquired a thouſand valuable qualifications, 
by which he appears in the higheſt rank of 
excellence. The preſence of the young 
duke of Weimar too, who was there at the 


_ ſame time, added greatly. to the ws of | 


that court. | 

At length I returnd to —— 
where I propoſe to ſtay till the beginning 
of November. Between whiles I go to 
Treben, where I have begun the more ne- 
ceſſary improvements, If you hold your 


- purpoſe of going to the Leipfig fair, I en- 


treatthatyou will comeand ſpend ſome days 
with us country folks; you will have but 


twelve ſhort miles to go back, and to you 


courtiers, the novelty of a country life, 
may have ſomething in it that is pleaſing. 

You deſire that I would give you a de- 
ſcription of the famed carouſal, that has 


been lately held at Berlin: but to my 


mortification I could not be there at that 
5 time: 


— 


— 


—_— 8 


—ͤĩ —— 5 . , 
—— — — = 


CY I Ie I PAI ATI oy PAT ua 0 
PE —— — —— ͥ —— — . a" 
* 


) 


6 LETTER *XXXIV: 


time : country people mult not run abour 
every where, Affairs of the laſt concern 
obliged me to return to the Altenburg 
country. . However, I here ſend you the. 
accounts that have been given me, of this 
noble tournament. It was performd on 


the great parade, which they call the 


kings garden ; and which on this occaſion 
was adornd with the utmoſt pomp and 
elegance. Directly oppoſite the end of 


the courſe, a grand gallery was built for 


the king, the queens, the princes and prin- 


ceſſes, and their attendants : and immedi- 
ately under it, a leſſer one, for the princeſs 


Amelia, who was to diſtribute the prizes: 


nd for the four judges: on each ſide was 
erected, a ſpacious building in form of an 


amphitheatre ; one of which was for the 
nobility, and the other for the magiſtrates 


and citizens of Berlin: and the whole 


courſe was illuminated by ſeveral thouſand 
lamps of different colors. 
The knights were divided into 1 


ſquadrons; one of which repreſented, the 
| Romans; 
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Romans; another, the Carthaginians; A 
third, the Greeks; and the fourth, the Per- 
ſians: and theſe ſquadrons had for their 
leaders, the prince of Pruſſia; prince Hen- 
ry, prince Ferdinand, and the margrave 
Charles. Each ſquadron conliſted of ſix- 
teen knights; and before each, went a 
great number of ſervants, in proper habits, 
with led horſes: and a full band of mu- 
fic, adapted to the nation they were de- 
ſignd to repreſent. Every one agrees, 
| that the magnificence of theſe knights, as 
well as their leaders, ſurpaſsd all deſcrip- 
tion. On every ſide was ſeen the efful- 
gence of filver, gold, brilliants and other 
rich jewels, of variours colors: ſo that a 
more ſumptuous rs cannot pof- 
ſibly be imagind. 

All this noble company aſſembled i in the 
great ſtreet, where they were marſhaled by 
the kings maſter of the horſe ; from thence 
they marchd, by the light of torches, un- 

der the palace, croſs the tilt yard, and the 
| Freyheit, and ſo to the place of ren- 
dezvous. When 
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When they were drawn up in proper 
order, the ſignal was given; and the 


knights, as well as their leaders, contended 


for the prize, with inexpreſſible ardor ; by 


running at the ring with their lances, and 


by attacking the head with their javelins, 


and their ſwords and piſtols, with amaz- 
ing vigor and dexterity. Three mareſ- 


chals, Meſſieurs von Schwerin; Kalkſtein; 


and Keith; and the ſtate miniſter M. von 
Arnimb, were the judges, who deter- 


mind the prizes, which the princeſs Amelia 


diſtributed. And her highneſs they ſay, 
made on this occaſion, a moſt reſplendent 


figur; her dreſs was a ſiver ſtuff, coverd 
with brilliants; and her natural charms 
blazond by theſe ornaments, afforded the 


appearance of infinit beauty. The prin- 
ceſs was attended by four ladys, all dreſsd 
in ſilver tiſſue. M. Voltaire, who was 
preſent at this ſplendid entertainment, was 


Jo highly pleasd, that he made on the {por 
the four following verſes, whigh- he pre- 


- ſented to the princeſs, 


a Jaovala 


oy — — pos 
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60 Jamais, dans la Grece & dans Rome 
On ne vit de bels jeux, 1 ni de plas dignes 
+: 
« Pat vu les fils de Mars, ſous les nat 
de Puris — 
“ Et Vein qui donnoat la mn 
Never were ſuch games ſeen in Greece 
« or Rome, nor more noble prizes: each 
hero had the appearance of a Paris, and 
V. enus gave the apple. | 
The king found this performance L 
ſo pleaſing, that he orderd it to be 
repeated on the next afternoon, that it 
might be ſeen what appearance it would 
have by the light of the ſun. The prin- 
ces and the knights obeyd with pleaſure, 
and the ſpectators were utterly unable to 
determin, to which of theſe two exhibitions 
they ſhould give the preference. 
While I was writing this account, which 
I have extracted from different letters that 
have been ſent me, I receivd a copious 
printed deſcription of it, drawn up by ba- 
ron Polnitz, and which I think I cannot 
a - oa 
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do better than ſend you, as it will ſupply 
the defects in the relation I have _ 
made, : 
Prepare for your journey, my dear wake; 
and come quickly hither, where you will 


ſee the metamorphoſis: of a courtier into | 
ploughman, | 


[OOO JO ix | 
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To M. C yon A at D##, 


Sir, „ Berlin, May =, 1751. 


HE late M. Deſmaizeaux, who was 
perſonally acquainted with almoſt 

all the celebrated writers of the age of 
Lewis XIV. talkd to me once with rap- 
ture, of that perfect unanimity which 
reignd amidſt thoſe great men: and among 
many other remarkable anecdotes, he told 
me that Peter and Thomas Corneille; 
07 Racine ; 


. i 


l 
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ANR ; Chapelle; Moliere; Patru; 1 
Fontaine; la Bruiere, and other writers of 
the firſt claſs, attracted by a mutual eſteem 
for each others merit ; formd themſelves 
into a ſociety, and oftner than once in a 
week, they had a common ſupper; where 
the pleaſures of the table were the leaſt 
part of the entertainment, and where the 
converſation, I doubt not, was far more 
worthy to be recorded, than that of ſeven 
wiſe Greeks, related by Plutarch z or the 
table talk of the holy Luther. 
Moliere, one of the moſt gay, of this 
learned company, was frequently their 
hoſt; eſpecially at a villa he had on the 
borders of the Seine, near Paris: his wor- 
thy gueſts were too good judges of plea- 


ſure, to ſuffer intoxication to uſurp the ſeat 


of wit and learning; tho Bacchus was fre- 
quently admitted ta enliven 18 N of 
the Mule... i fb ane 
It happend however one evening /ar 
Molieres country houſe, thar the hoſt be- 
ing quite fatigued, could no longer keep 
. B | - mW 
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his pöſt, but left it to Chapelle, and 
retired early to bed. Chapelle, in order 
to. increaſe the ſpirits of his company, 
puſhd the champaign briſkly about, and 
intoxication ſtole in, unthought of. They 
began to talk of morality, and conſequent- 


ly of the futility of the pleaſures of this 


world, and they came at laſt to this con- 
cluſion: That the great object of hu- 
man life ſhould be, by ſome renownd ac. 


tion, to acquire immortal fame. From 
this one of the company took occaſion to 


ſay: Gentlemen; this being the cafe, 
« ſince life is ſo worthleſs, and fame ſo de- 
« ſireable, what can be more "eligible, 
« what more noble or more glorious, than 
«© by ſhaking off this load of life, to ac- 


„ quire eternal renown ? My advice there- 


fore is, that we ſhould all go together to 
the river, and-there plunge in; and by 
« thus dying in that unity with which we 


& have livd, our names and our friendſhip 


will be celebrated by all poſterity.” The 


| one of the wine had ſo far heated their 


imaginations, 
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imaginations, and. clouded: their judg⸗ 


ments, that this propoſition, extravagant 


as it was, appeard highly rational. They 
prepard therefore, with great ſolemnity, to 
advance to the Seine, and SRO ey this 
ſacrifice to fame. : 
A poorold ſervant, who howerits was TY 
ber, underſtanding their deſign, ran in and 
wakd his maſter ; -Moliere preſently ap- 
peard among them; was immediately ac- 
quainted with their intention, and invited 
to partake of their immortal fame. He 
thought it not prudent, directly to oppoſe 
their project, but ſaid; * My dear friends, 
« ] approve your deſign extremely, and 
« am very ready to partake of ſo glorious 
<« a death, but by no means now; for poſ- 


* terity may inſinuate, by its being per- 


« formd at ſo late an hour, that it was not 
« the effect of philoſophy, but inebriety, 
and ſo important an action ſnould be free 


« even from a poſſibility of reflection: 


« my advice therefore is, that every one 


2 er to his ww and that we aſſemble 


S early 
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es early in the morning, and then with that 
<« coolneſs and ſerenity, which is becom- 
« ing of philoſophers, carry this noble de- 
« ſign into execution.” This improve- 
ment in their ſcheme, met with univerſal 
approbation, and every one, except Mo- 
liere, retired contentedly to bed: and no 
doubt the next morning ſnudderd at that 
raſhneſs which & few hours before had ap- 
peard ſo prudential; and at the irreparable 
injury which they had well, nigh done to 
the republic of learning. 

I relate this fingular anecdote, kr, to 
| ſhow that pleaſing harmony in which the 
men of genius and learning of the age of 
Lewis XIV. livd with each other, A har- 
mony that muſt neceſſarily be attended 
with the greateſt advantages; as by this 
mean they mutually communicated their 
obſervations and diſcoverys to each other; 
and the work of every particular member, 
receivd the correction and improvement of 
the whole. And in conſequence of this 


agreement, you will find moreover, that 
theſe 
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theſe men of true genius, never intheir writ- 
ings depreciated each other; on the con- 
trary, their works afford frequent inſtances 


of reciprocal eulogys which are not only 
polite and ingenious, and were animating 


to the reſpective authors, but are highly 


proper to exdite a deſire in other authors, 
to attain an equal degree of excellence. 


It is true that Boileau, la Bruiere, and 


ſome other writers of eminence, have at- 


tackd Cottine and others of his claſs; but 
theſe were in fact a race of ſeriblers that 
deſervd the rod; it was rooting out thoſe 


weeds that would deſtroy the taſte and ſa- 
lubrity of the corn. And yet I dont know 


whether I ſhould approve. or condemn 


Boileau, for employing his ſatire againſt 


ſuch wretched writers. The critical art 


- is doubtleſs of the higheſt. importance in 
the republic of letters : for without it, we 
ſhould be loſt in a deluge of uſeleſs and 
ſordid productions. But on the other hand 


it is greatly detrimental, when by an unli- 
Rs mited 
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mited ſeverity, it checks the riſing genius, 
who is'fearful of expoſing his early pro- 
ductions, his bloſſoms and tender fruits, to 
thenippingfrofl, and rude winds of criticiſm. 
I think I ſee in M. Deſpreaux, not ſo 


great a deſire to improve an uſeful art, as 


to diſcover faults, and to furniſh out a 
poignant ſatire. The writers he attacks 


are of that ſort, who when left to them- 
ſelves, naturally plunge into the abyſs of 


obſcurity, Nobody now reads their works ; 
they are not to be found in the collections 


of the learned ; nor even in the bookſellers 


ſhops. No traces of them are to be met 


with but in the writings of M. Deſpreaux. 


And it muſt be ownd at-the ſame time, 
that indifferent works have their uſe. For 


by compariſon they make thoſe which have 
real merit appear more eminently excel- 


tent, And the number of the latter i is fo 


imall, that without the aid of the former, 


a man who has a ſtrong propenſity to read- 


_ would ſoon be at a loſs for employ- 


ment. 
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| ment. And let the critic ſay what he may, 


there is ſcarce any book that does not af- 
ford ſome inſtruction, or amuſement. 


In theſe days, when a writer of real abi- - 


lity publiſhes his work, he has juſt reaſon 
to expect cenſure. For he is not only ſub+ 


ject to the critic of his rightful judge the 


public; but to the caprice of an ignorant 


and deſpicable bench of judges, who call 


themſelves journaliſts, Now as theſe ſel- 
dom agree in their judgment, and as truth 


is ever the ſame, it neceſſarily follows that 


they are ſeldom in the right. The great- 


eſt part of theſe journaliſts moreover, have 


never produced, nor are capable of pro- 
ducing, a work- of merit. - And yet they 
decide with the authority of a dictator! 
and that too on all ſorts of ſubjects; for one 
and the ſame head, and oft times a very 
empty one, ſhall decide on works of theo- 


logy and anatomy; pathology and naviga- f 
tion; poetry and chemiſtry; dramatics, 


metaphyſics, caſes in law and equity, &c. 
& c. And what regard is to be paid to 


Vor. II. „ ſuch 
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ſuch deciſions? Juſt as much as to the 
news Writers of the day; who almoſt en- 
tirely ignorant of the affairs of peace and 
var, pretend to diſcloſe the ſecrets of all 
the cabinets in Europe: bring armys into 
the field, and regulate theiroperations, with 
all the importance of a commander in chief, 
I would not however be underſtood to 
eondemn all journaliſts, for there are ſome, 
tho their number is ſmall, whoſe judgment 
I honor, and from whoſe obſervations I re- 
_ ceive real inſtruction. It is the temerity of 
the pretenders to criticiſm alone, that J 

mean to cenſure, Tx obs 230 
There is however an evil that gives me 
far more concern, than the ſpurious cri- 
ticiſms of theſe journaliſts. And that is, 
to ſee thoſe indecent diſputes, which to the 
diſgrace of the human underſtanding, and 
to the prejudice of ſociety, frequently hap- 
pen between men, otherwiſe of the great- 
eſt merit. For it is by no means the love 
of truth, but ſelf-love, jealouſy, a defire 
of ſhowing their abilitys, and of attract- 
| ing 
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ing, the attention of the public, that excite 
cheſe diſputes. The antagoniſts challenge 
each other to the combat, not in private, 
but in the face of all Europe. And' the 
more wit, the more learning and reputation 
they have, the more intent they are on 
each others deſtruction. Wit, judgment, 
knowledge, taſte, ſpirit, poignancy; all the 
wholeſom qualitys of the mind, are turn 
ed into a poiſon, in which, when their ar- 
rows are dipt, they give incurable wounds. 
And while they load one another with 
abuſe, we are able to determin nothing: 5 
but this howeyer we may ſafely lay ; ; that 
wherever i it is made uſe of, there is great 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that the writer was in 
want of better argument. 

You are happy, Sir, and you deſerve to 
be happy. Your writings have nothing to 
fear from the critics ſpleen... You live in 
perfect friendſhip with all your brothers i in 
Apollo, and for very good reaſons. For 
MW whatever you publiſh, is judiciouſly and 
| pleaſingly wrote, You therefore deſpiſe 
4 | | | | E 2 thoſe. 
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thoſe ſenſeleſs writers who would moleſt 
you, too much to vouchſafe them an an- 


ſwer. The firſt of theſe reaſons is highly 


Juſt (every one, however, is not permitted 


to go to Corinth); the other, tho equally 


juſt, is not ſo eligible. We are ſurround- 
ed by friends, by tenants, by ſervants: 
and when theſe pay us a due regard, we 
think that we have nothing to fear from 


the reſt of the world, But we frequently 
_ deceive ourſelves. The critic has an out- 
ſtretchd arm, his power extends over all 


the dominions of Europe. And could 
we by any means filence theſe, we ſhould 
be in imminent danger of —— poiſond by 


the fools. 
Now this being the caſe, what ſenſi- 


ble man would concern himſelf with the f 


dangerous profeſſion of an author, when 
4 work of the higheſt eſtimation is liable 
to be vilifyd and diſgraced, by a ſet of 
mercenary writers; miferable day laborers; 


pardon the expreſſion ; who having them 


&lves no reputation to loſe, are conſtantly 
ready 
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ready to . ſacrifice that of others for a 
trifling pectiniary advantage. When I ſee 
inſtances of this ſort, I am angry with my- 
{elf, that I ever learnd to read and write. 

Let us, Sir, in the midſt of this infa- 
mous diſcordance, and the depravity of 
the times, endeavour to reſtore the learned 
harmony of the age of Lewis XIV. And 
if we cannot arrive to that excellence in our 
| compoſitions, let us at leaſt equal them 
in our unanimity; our friendſhip, and 
prudential regard for each other. For 
_ what concerns "myſelf, you cannot have the 
leaft reaſon to apprehend any want of 
reſpect in me, for I have as great eſteem 
and admiration of your writings, as I have 
affection and friendſhip for your perſon; 
and it is with the ſincereſt attachment that 
I le the honor to be, 


Sir, Your, & 
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To Madam von S* * * at ber Seat 


at B . 


Madam, 0 + Berlin, July I, 1752. 


N inceſſant round of pleaſure has 
totally exhauſted my ſpirits: my 
nerves are all unbraced, Permit me, there- 
fore, to quarter myſelf ſeven or eight days 
at B—, that I may recover from my 


fatigue. The weather has been amazingly 
hot, during the whole time of the diver- 
ſions, on account of the meins of his 


roial highneſs prince Henry *, the king 8. 
ſecond brother, with the princeſs Wil- 


helmina of Heſſe Caſſel, the daughter of 


prince Maximilian. 


—e— 


— 


— 


. Prince Henry was born January 18, 1726, 
and conſequently was at op time in has twenty-ſe- 


venth year. 2 
You 
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You deſire, Madam, a particular de- 


ſcription of this feſtival; but it is impoſ- 


ſible for me, at this time, to obey you. 


1 am' fo completely languid, that I can | 
ſcarce write a legible word. However, 


to ſhow the deſire I have to pleaſe you, 
by doing all that is in my power to do, I 


here ſend a ſhort account of theſe en- 
tertainments; which you know have many 

things in common with each other; re- 
ſerving a particular deſcription till I have 


And: 


the honor to wait on you at B- 


I hope what 1 now ſend will ſatisfy your! 


impatience in the mean time. 
Lou know that the kings three brothers 


live in perfect friendſhip, which is not only 
a great happineſs for themſelves, but for 
every one who has the good fortune to 
approach them. You know likewiſe, that 
prince Henry, attended by a ſmall train, 
has for ſome time paſt been making a tour 


in the empire. At Caſſel he ſtayd four- 


teen days, where his highneſs might have 
laid with Ceſar; I came, I faw, I con- 
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querd. And this is not the only circum- 
ſtance in which theſe heroes _—y re- 
ſemble each other. 

When the contract was ſetled, ind; the 
prince returnd to Berlin, he was pleasd to 
ſpeak, very ſparingly of the charms of his 
iuſtrious bride: and indeed, from the 


_ defcription he gave, it was impoſſible for 
any one to be prejudiced in her favor. 
The king, deſirous of being more parti- 


cularly acquainted with the figutfof the 
princeſs, orderd her picture to be ſent 


him privately from Caſſel, It ſhould ſeem 
as if the prince and the painter were ih 


league with each other; for the figur he 
ſem was in fact, right ugly 

After his majeſty had kept the piaure | 
by him ſome days, he made the prince 
a preſent of it, who placed it on his ta- 
ble. The next day the prince of Pruſſia; 


who is not only a lover of, but an able 
connoiſſeur in, painting; going to viſit 


his brother, obſervd this picture, and 
aſkd him whom it was intended for? It 
0 is 
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is a mere work of fancy, ſaid the _—_ 
of which I haye lately made an acquiſi- 
tion.— And then you acquired : a very hi- 
deous figur, replyd the prince of Pruſſia; 
and they immediately talkd of ſomething 
elſe, A few days after, the prince of 


Pruſſia came again to his brother, and 


faid : The king tells me that he has ſent 


you the picture of your bride, why do 


you make it ſuch a wonderful ſecret? 


You are pleaſant, Sir, replyd prince 
Henry ; ; why you. have ſeen it, and think 


it a very hideous figur. The prince of 


Pruſſia was quite confounded: and his 
highneſs, as well as the reſt of the court, 
had the more reaſon to doubt the prin- 


ceſſes charms, as all the gentlemen of 


prince Henrys train, obſervd on this occa- 
fion, a very ſuſpicious filence. 

When the time that was fixd for the 
marriage ceremony drew nigh, the king 
ſent count Kamecken, who is chief ſtew- 
ard of the palace; to meet the princeſs ; 
to melee her highneſs | in his ma- 
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jeſtys name; and to condut her to Span- 
dau. The journey was ſo orderd, that 
on the morning of the ſecond day before 
the marriage, the princeſs was to arrive at 
that town, put on her ſtate dreſs, and 
from thence make a mort) journey of three 
miles to Charlottenburg; where the king 
and the two queens waited to receive her. 
The prince of Pruſſia, and the princes 
Henry and Ferdinand, accompanyd by 
prince Lewis of Wurtemberg, and a ſmall 
number of courtiers, went early in the 
morning to Spandau. The prince of 
Pruſſia, who has a palace there, and whoſe 
regiment is there in gariſon, orderd a 
orand dinner to be prepared. About 
eleven the princeſs arrived. But how 
great was the aſtoniſhment of the prince 
of Pruſſia, when he ſaw deſcend from the 
coach, a lady of conſummate beauty, 
adornd with every grace, and every charm 
ſtill heightend by the ſplendor, and ele- 
gance of dreſs. . The prince ſtood at firſt 


quite motionlek ; 3 out a little recovering 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, he was juſt able to offer the prin- 
ceſs his hand, and conduct her into the 
palace. Every one preſent was equally 
ftruck with amazement, and which was 
ſill increasd, when, by her highneſſes 


diſcourſe, they found that the charms of 
her mind, were nothing inferior to thoſe of 


her perſon. 

The converſation at TY was s gay all 
reſtraint was laid aſide; every one gave 
the reins to wit and pleaſantry, and every 
heart was devoted to the queen of the 
feaſt. The prince of Pruſſia in particu- 


lar, gave the ſtrongeſt marks of the warmeſt 
friendſhip and brotherly affection. Prince 


Henry laughd inwardly, and in good 
truth he had reaſon to laugh, for it muſt 


certainly give him great pleaſure, to have 


deceivd the whole court in ſo agreeable a 

manner. . N | 
When the king was informd that the 
princeſs was arrivd, he went into the court 
before the palace, and receivd her high- 
neſs as ſhe came out of her coach. The 
| E. 5 Prin- 
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princeſs made the king a complement, that 
was at once ſprightly and reſpectful; 
which his majeſty anſwerd by a very ten- 
der and affectionate embrace. The queens 
and the princeſſes were charmd to find, 
that the court of Berlin had made ſo glo- 
rious an acquiſition: and every one gave 
themſelves up to joy. 
As ſince my marriage I have been dit- 
pensd with, from conſtantly attending on 
prince Ferdinand, 1 was at that time in 
Berlin, where, the night before the nup- 
tials, I receivd the kings orders to come 
to Charlottenburg for three days. I was 
in no ſmall pain, leſt I ſhould be forgot: 
however, I held all my accoutriments in 
conſtant readineſs. On the day of the 
grand ceremony, I went after dinner to 
the palace, where I found the whole court 
aſſembled, and in the higheſt galla. 1 
was quite impatient to ſee the princeſs ; 
and that I might indulge in that pleaſure, 
I placed myſelf at the door of the chapel, 
where the illuſtrious pair were to perform 
the 
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the ſacred rites. The roial family pre- 
ſently appeard but my eyes ſought no- 
thing but the princeſs, and remaind fixd 
on her. Her appearance was that of 

more than mortal. beauty, She bore a 
roial crown upon her head, and her long 
curling hair flowd gracefully oer her 
ſhoulders. Her robe was white, richly 
brocaded with ſilver; and the magnifi- 
cence of her dreſs ſeemd to vie with the 
charms of her perſon. Struck with the 
fight of ſo much awful beauty, I remaind 
fixd with amazement: and that tender 
concern I ever emertaind for prince Henry, 
drew tears from my eyes, when by the 
roaring of the cannon I found that his 
happineſs was complete. 

I ſhall reſerve the particular e 
of the entertainments which the king gave 
on the three following days, to make part 
of our converſation, and hall content 
myſelf here with ſaying; that the firſt 
day the whole court appeard in the richeſt 
ace dreſſes; and on the two o others, in 


domino, 
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domino, on account of the exceſſive heat 
of the weather. The table was ſumptuouſly 
ſervd ; there were Italian operas, French 
comedys, balls, illuminations, fire works, 
and every thing elfe that roial munificence 
could procure, to increaſe the natural joy 
of the court; and to make this feſtival 
worthy of that i important event which gave 
it birth, 

T he roial family ſtaid five days after 
the marriage at- Charlottenburg, and on 
the ſixth the © princeſs made her public 
entry into Berlin; where they are now 
building a ſtately palace for his roial high- 
neſs; who in the mean time reſides in that 
which formerly belongd to the Schweri- 
niſchen family, and'is near to the houſe 
where I now live. At his preſent place of 
reſidence the prince entertaind the king; 


'the two queens, and all the court, with 


inconceivable magnificence. The com- 
pany conſiſted of four hundred perſons, 


who were ſeated at ſix different tables; and 


=o __— was followd by a ball, which 
_ 
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laſted till ſeven in the morning. The 
whole front of the palace was illuminated, 


and the prince, who gave this entertain- 
ment, as an inſtance of that acknowledg- 


ment to the king, with which his heart 


was filld; cauſed his majeſtys cipher to 
be placed in the midſt of theſe beautiful 
illuminations, over which was ſeen the 
roial crown, with this motto, 468 06 

Optimo regi, optimo 1 fratri.” | 
F he daham of Berlin are WET to 
content themſelves with beholding the 
princeſs, and tho I have, almoſt every day, 
the honor of waiting on her roial highneſs, 


yet I believe that for a long time, I ſhall 


be in the ſame ſituation with them, - 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 


* 


OOO ——— I ˙ m Es EE YI AY A ES. er tn 


- £®% 
7 C 
a2 
\f 


0 


— 


ä — 2 8 IF DADE 


Ll Bs ir 1 K R XXXVII. 


To my Lord e London. 


- 


Berlin, December 26, 175 2. 


OU have been miſinformd, my lord; 

the Invalids which the king has 
chuilt at Berlin, is by no means ſo ſump- 
tuous as thaſe of Paris, Greenwich, or 
Chelſea; where ſo much has been expended 
in marble and ſoulpture, in painting and 
gildiog. This of Berlin has nothing to 
attract the eye, but its vaſt extent. The 
main body conſiſts of a very ſpacious 
building, to which are added four wings; 
two of which form the fore court, and 
two the hind court: and at the end of 
each wing is a detachd building. Two 
¶M theſe are dedicated to religion; one 
for the Proteſtants, and one for the Ro- 
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maniſts; the other two contain apartments 
for the officers. The only external orna- 
ment that I have remarkd, is the princi- 
pal entrance; the deſign of which is re- 
gular and beautiful: and over the pedi- 
ment 1s placed this appoſite motto: 
« Lzfo, fed invicto Militi.“ 

Now tho this building have not that 
external pomp which dazels the eye; * _ 
in the plan of its government, it is highly 
worthy of admiration. This Invatids does 
not ræſemble one of thoſe painted ſepul- 
chres, which, to uſe a feripture phraſe, are 
ontwardly adornd with granite and 1 

phyry, and inwardly coverd with cor- 
ruption, and filid with dead mens bones; 


and afford a fhocking emblem of the mi- 
ſerys of human life. This is indeed an 


infirmary, but an infirmary built by a 
roial hand; where the ſoldier, diſabled 
by victorious wounds, or enfeebled by age, 
finds an aſylum againſt thoſe evils . that 
conſtantly purſue, helpleſs poverty. Here 
they are well lodgd, well clothd, well 
. | | W 
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fed, and well attended: and every one 
enjoys the freedom of worſhipping God, 
in. the forms of his own religion. The 
greateſt attention is paid to the ſick, by 
tie phyſicians, ſurgeons, and apothecarys, 
appointed to this inſtitution ; who exert 
every faculty, to preſerve the precious lives 
of thoſe, who have offerd themſelvgs, as 
a willing ſacrifice, for their country. 

As the ſudden change, from a life ſo 
full of action as that of a ſoldier, to a 
ſtate of total inactivity, might be preju- 
dicial to health; the king has orderd a 
number of gardens and fields to be an- 
nexd to this building; where every in- 
valid employs himſelf according to his 
ability, and every one e the fruits of 
his own labor 15 


————. 8 


- This i is a noble improvement upon the inſti- 
tutions of this ſort, in London and Paris, and high- 
ly worthy of imitation: for tho the members of 
theſe latter may be allowd to follow their reſpective 
_ profeſſions, yet how many are there of them that 
have no proſeſſion, and even thoſe who have, are, 
F Shs by 
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Such, my lord, is the plan of this 
truly godlike inſtitution of Frederic: 
which may very properly be calld, . pietas 
e militaris:” and the ſoldier who here 
finds comfort in. the midſt of diſtreſs, 
may ſay with Virgil, 

Deus nobis hæc otia fecit.” 


* 


* ** a ot _ 
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by long diſuſe and infirmity, frequently renderd 
incapable; whereas there is ſcarce any man ſo 
ignorant or infirm, as not to be able, in ſome de- 

gree, to cultivate the earth; and tho the labor of 
theſe people, when conſiderd individually, may 

appear trifling, yet by ſo great a number collec. 

tively, it muſt be conſiderable; and if it ſhould 

even add nothing to the common ftock, yet muſt 

it certainly contribute to the health, the pleaſure, 

and Oy of n, once been e 'of | 
ans. | 
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To my Siſter, von x Stäven, at Brunf- 
_—_— 


« 


Berlin, 3 11, 1753, 


ou accuſe me of idleneſs unjuſtly, 

my dear ſiſter, for the pen 1s ſcarce 
ever out of my hand; but at the ſame 
time it is quite natural, chat the various 
buſineſs which the king is pleasd to com- 
mit to my care, and with which my time 
is totally employd, ſhould interrupt the 
correſpandence with my friends, and even 
with my deareſt relations. The firſt lei - 
ſure moments, however, that I could 
find, I have devoted to the pleaſurs of - 
anſwering your letter. 
Tbey talk then, it ſeems, at Brunſ- 
wick, of thoſe extraordinary diverſions, 


which for ſome time paſt haye been exhi- 
bited 


3 


, 
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bited at Berlin, by order of che prince of 
Pruſſia and prince Henry: and you de- 
fire that I would give you a deſcription of 


them: but that is defiring too much, my 


dear ſiſter; for they have been fo various, 
and ſo full of incidents, that it would re- 
quire a large volume to ſatisfy your cu- 
rioſity in every particular. I muſt con- 
tent myſelf, therefore, with deſcribing the 
moſt remarkable circumſtances that oc- 
currd in two of theſe exhibitions; by 
which you may form a judgment of the in- 

vention and taſte of the reſt. ; 
The firſt was; A repreſentation of the 
Iſland of Pleaſure. All thoſe who were 
named to aſſiſt in this exhibition, receivd 
directions ſome time before, relative to the 
parts they were to perform, and the dreſſes 
they were to provide; and every one 
prepared with pleaſure to ſupport their 
reſpective characters. The prince of 
Pruſſia gave me the part of Apollo, and 
in the performing of that character, his 
highneſs defived that! would make a com- 
| Plement 
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plement in verſe to the princeſs of Darm- 
ſtadt, who was invited as a ſpe &ator ; 3 and 
who, on account of her ſingular beauty, 
and many excellent endowments, truly 
merits as great an encomium as it is in 
the power of verſe to give. | 

In a gallery of an uncommon widech, 
the prince orderd an amphitheatre to be 
erected for the ſpectators. And in a large 
adjoining hall, a platform was raisd on 
a ſmall elevation, on which there was the 
repreſentation of an iſland, ſurrounded by 
arcades decorated with garlands of flowers; 
and encompaſsd, by a very ingenious con- 
trivance, with a large piece of water. 

Now as the deſign of this entertainment 
was not to repreſent the ſenſual purſuits 
of Epicurus, but thoſe refined pleaſures 
of Lucretius, which ariſe from genius, 
from taſte, and a proficiency in the polite 
arts; ſo the ſeveral performers were to ex- 
hibit the perſons of thoſe divinitys, by 
which the heathens repreſented theſe arts. 
Every one ſupported his part, either by a 
ſpeech 
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ſpeech in character. or by ſome ſignifi- 
cant pantomime. Prince Henry as Or- 
pheus, and the young lady Morienne as 
Euterpe, repreſented the power of mu- 
ſic; the lady by her voice and a kind of 
guitar, which the prince accompanyd 
with his lyre. Next to muſic came poetry, 
in the figure of Apollo, in which cha- 
racter, after a ſhort premediration, I had 
the honor to make an addreſs in verſe to 
the princeſs of Darmſtadt. In the exor- 
dium of which, I deſcribe my diſguſt 
with continually fitting on the top of 
Helicon, and ſinging of gods and heros; 
with drinking of nothing but the waters 
of Hippocrene, and ſeeing no female com- 
pany bur the nine prudes. I then declare 
my intention of quitting the celeſtial re- 
gions, and reſiding in the Iſland of Plea- 
ſure. But firſt I deſire to know what ſort 
of people they are that dwell there, and 
who the prince that governs them, and 
in what manner I am likely to be receivd. 
Thefe Points "_ ſettled, I ſend my 
ſon, 
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| ſon, as my plenipotentiary, to declare my 
deſign to all the world. I then take my 
leave of Helicon, regardleſs of the dole. 
ful countenances of the Muſes; and, 
mounted on Pegaſus, ſcour thro the airy 
regions in queſt of this happy iſland ; and 
after much inquiry find it muſt be in that 
country where great William, by his no- 
ble and ſprightly diverſions, fills every 
heart with joy. I then relate my journey 
through Prenſlou *, where I ſaw a country, 
rough with the ſcars of Mars, by the ma- 
gic power of a princeſs, adornd with all 
the beautys of Elyſium. Charmd with 
the ſight, 1 inquire for this princeſs in the 
Ifland of Pleaſure ; for can there be plea- 
ſure where ſhe is abſent? The people 
inſtantly cry out, with a thouſand tongues, 
that without her their joy is imperfect. 
And prince and people, with one voice, 
intreat me to exert my powers to prevail 
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„ 10 grace our de, 4 

For in thy train, eternal pleifarts file; 
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here yd voochſafe to 
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diverſio > othe polite: arts of ar. 
chills painting, and; 


niſhd productions in their! Greats 
Fons. When chis, repreſentation. was oven, 
dend len and gen 
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performd the p 
gedy; and theſe ſeenes were ſo well eon - 


nected, that they appeard to be one entire 
piece. After this followd a comic enter- 


tainment of one act, performd by other 
ladys and gentlemen; and the whole con- 


_ cluded with a very diverting Pantomime, 
| which was exhibited by the pages belong- 
ing to the princes. The time between 
this and ſupper was devoted to play; there 
were à number of tables, at which the 


company diverted themſelves, for a ſhort 


time, with quadrille and other games. pak 


Ar ten, the court marſhal to the 
Prince, informd the company, that the 


ſupper was ſervd in the Pleaſure iſland; 

and thirher we all went in proceſſion. 
The prince gave each gentleman a con- 
ſort; in doing of which, his highneſs con- 
ſulted not only the character that each re- 


preſented; but the taſte and inclination of 


his gveſts. My lot was highly enviable, 
for "af conſort was the young lady So- 


—n ; one of f the faireſt wittyeſt, 
| : | 41 and 


cipal ſeenes of # tra- 


ET T'F E 2 


d 8 able ladys F eee 
ever eee Her character, which ne 
vell ſuſtaind, was that of Minerva. Cats 


14 


In ve approachd the iſland, | we | faw 1 5 
ths . Se it were, in the midſt of the. 


water., The, areades that, ſurrounded. ii: 


were highly illuminated; and. the ſupper; 
was in every reſpect perfect. The con- 
verſation was remarkably. / entertaining, 
as every one ,endeavaurd to ſupport, his 
proper character. The pleaſure of the 
deſſert was greatly enlivend by a concert of 
muſic z, not one of thoſe naiſy contentions 
of ketile · drums and trumpets, which ſtun, 
the ear, and deſtroy, converſation; and 
in whick the empty great ſo, oft take re- 
fuge; but a gentle. pleaſing ſy mphony, 
that was heard at a diſtance. We ſat long 


at table, and a ball, that laſted till broad. 
day, concluded this, noble entertainment. 


When the prince of Pruſſia tool leave: of; 5 | 
the company, he ſaid to them; 6 Ladys: 
« and, gentlemen, it is pity. that this day. - 
* ſhould end fo. ſoon,” Nobody found: 
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= —— in theſe. werſions than * 
Hhighneſs; and nobody knows better how 
1 18 procure and to adorn them. ol 
"Tho" 1 fear 'my letter be as 27 ful. 
 ciently long, ye muſt Lſay ec 
here of the entertainment which Prince 
Henry gave at Rheidſberg : of which, 
however, I was only a witneſs to tie vel- 
tiges, ſo to ſpeak, for T atrived there one 
day too late. The plan of this entertain - 
ment was; A repreſentation of the court of 
France, in the minority of Lewis XIV. 
_— And the deſign of the repreſentation Was, 
do give prince Henry an opportunity of 
1 making the hereditary princefs' of Darm- 
8 ſtadt, a preſent of ſome trifling furniture of 
5 the ancient Chineſe lack, which his roial 
3 highneſs had contrived to offer in the moſt 
gallant manner, and ſo that the princeſs 
could not poſſibly avoid accepting it. For 
this purpoſe her highneſs was requeſted 
do perform the part of the queen- mother, 
Ann of Auſtriaz and as a due obſeryance 
wh Was to be had to the hiſtory of that time, 


2 A 
TIE 7 . 
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ſo the ambaſladour of- siam was intro- 
duced, bringing the queen mother the ih- 
tended preſent 1 and t o the King 50 It 
Was er ene of confects. 
Great diligence was uſed in ene _ 
che deſcription and prints of thoſe perſogs > ii 
and dreles, which, were. defignd to be re- 
preſented... The young and charming lady ii 
Forcade, maid of honour, to her illuſfrions . 
bighaeſs. the princeſs, dreſsd in the habit BY 
of à child, repreſented; the king... The - . 
prince; of Pruſfia, with an enormous pe- 
ruque, and a large black cloak, that had a 
train four ells long, performd__the. part 
| of the chancellor and prince Henry; in | 
= 3 proper; habit that of cardinal, Richelieu. i 
The reſt of the court, each one dreſsd 2 _ 
| charaQer; repreſented ſome, perſon. of zhat = 
time, including the hundred Swiſs, aud ! 
other att. ndants.: 0 that ver; one, down | 5 
to the . Pen orn (ome. es 5 
Wie chin end 
As the night happen be 1 NY 
katy pak wi W 2 Unc 
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10 LETTER XXXVII. 
- -nade, Sbiek is at ehe end of the palace; 
and from Whence there is a view of the 
| *Rheinſberg lake. This denke Was 
Sah and richly decorated; the iHumina- 
tions- were grand and elegant; and at the 
8 ehdef it, there was erected a throne for their 
majeſtys. By all accounts, the reſemblance f 
of the French court at that period was ſo 
ſtrong, that it was fearce poſſible for the 
ſpectator to imagin himſelf to be any 
where elſe. Now they eryd out; . Here 
-*6 comes monſ. the chancellor; then there 
goes monſ. the cardinal; preſently after, 
* here comes he ee and then, 
here comes the king.“ (13 999 36 
Every one took their dppatined Ratlans. 
| The king ſeated himſelf on his throne, by 
the fide of the queen his mother. Pre- 
| ently v was ſeen, at a diſtance on the great 
Jake, 0 batks which were adornd with 
ſtreamers, and every part of them-crowded 
with lamps. They had on board, the am- 
baffadour from Bfim, his retinue, anch the | 
intended ee Kita appearance, 
* * 


every one agrees, had a moſt. pleaſing el. 
fect. The ambaſſadour was magt ificent- 
ly appareld, in the mode of the Siamites 
as were * ee and all his attend - 
ants... The ar, 

As gg as he hack” rouchd. the ſhore, 
he landed; and at the head of his retinue, 
walkd up to the colonnade 

receivd by ſome perſons. belonging to the 
court, who. conducted him to the, maſter 
of the ceremonys, by whom he was intro- 
duced to an audience of the king. 


liverd his, credential letters, and concluded 
with offering che preſents that he had 
brought. The prince of Pruſſia, as C 
cellor, anſwered him, in a 


1 


and very : 
entertaining ſpeqch, which he concluded 


with a ſtroke of plealantry at the deſign 
of his brother prince Henty, in theſe 


words: Her majeſty the queen mother 


00 were the > preſent of bis Siamiſh mas 


FA F 4 TY 0g 


'LET-TE K XXXVII. 106 


£ where he was 


He 
then made a ſpeech that was completely ; 
unintelligible 3 the ſubſtance of which was 
repeated by the interpreter ; and then de- 
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not from! any regard to its intrinſic 
merit; for his excellency may be aſſi 
that her mejeſtys chaiſe percee, With 
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* * 
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ʒzeſty, as a token of his friendſhip; and 


ed, 


« reverence be it ſpoken, is coverd with a 
«Jack, nothing inferior to this which he 


« here offers. Every one lende 7 
| at this dtole cone 


37 3 9 4 


| Jufion.” * SLIT ED 
After the ambaſſadour bad been K. ter 


| teind with 2 view of every thing that was 
curious, in the palace and the gardens, 


which by being ſplendidly illuminated, af. 
forded a moſt agreeable walk ; they ſat 


down t to ſupper, at ſeveral fmall tables in 
the ſame hall. When the deffert was Te 
N vp, the young lady Mi entertaind the I 


* 
« 
* 


company with a very diverting interlude. | 


She ſtole out of the hall unperceivd, and 
dreſsd herſelf "in a black robe, trimd 
with a large qbantity of flame colord ri 


Fs bons, and many other groteſque orna- 


0 news, that Chriſtina queen of Sweden, was | 
5 Nau viſit the King, attended by her fa- 


ments. Then came in a meſſenger, with 


5 


b e vorit 


to | receive her — W 200 Sen ri 1525 
- playd her part {© well; enterd 
with fo/much eaſe and ſpirit, into the cha- 5 


4. 8 
8 
4 
6 > ? 2 


| of that famed northern queen, 28 
| aſtoniſhed and charmd the whole company, 
After table this court of Lewis XIV. Was 
entertaind with a ball, at n tber 
danced paſſe- r r ;nqueurs, r 
gadoons, and ſarabands, in their antique 
habits; which e 4 ery HOO 
appearance. Hi? 0 be. avg T9 
* ſhould never have Aon; 1 Ast gitter, 
were 1 to deſeribe all the entertainments 


which their highneſs: the princes have gr⸗ 


ven, within theſe two or three years paſt, 
Soon after theſe I have mentioned, there 
was à lively repteſentation of the inquiſ- 
tion at Goa; and of their manner of paſ · 
ſing ſentence 4 agreeable. to the account 
given in a bock calld, The Religions of all 


Nations. A ſolemn Auto de fe was held © 


che e of Pruſſia and I, were the de- 
voted victims of this * tribunal: we 
wy . 8 8 | oY | 1 


na06 L E T T E R XI 
Vere fallly accuſed of adultery, - 
demnd to be burnt. Then a Turk iin 
feaſt was exhibited; with a repteſentation 
_f tee e Soor on after, à feaſt of the 
Oly npus. Then, 2 | 

ORE the ſhepheideſies, by the wild in- 

habitants of the woods. Nom there was 
* repreſentation of the Elyſian fields; and 
chen of a religious cloiſter. Sometimes a 
- ſcene in Don Quixote was exhibited 3 ant 
then a combat of knight errants, for their 
divine princeſs. And till ure more, 

ee on rern, 150“ 

The reſplendent eenus ef, theſe F | 
Was every here manifeſt: and never, 1 
believe, in any ententainments, were ſenſe, 
taſte, and ſpirit, more happily united. 
It is amazing to fee with what caſe and 
rapidity, theſe ill uſtriaus. generals can tran- 
Port themſelves, from the buſtle. and rage 
of war; to the pleaſiag amuſemenis 100 | 
peace; from the rough field of Mars, to 
che enchanting blandiſhments of a 
Every Where, and in all things, equally 
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ount you give of your journey thro 
France, 1s a chefdoeuvre: whatever, you | 
leſcribe I ſeem to have b fore. my Eyes. 
1 find myſelf pr e 


5 In the outward app 
make, there are a tho and alterat 
he courſe of twenty years; but the ground, 


work, the i inner — remains . ever the 
„ the cuſtoms, and 
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various kinds of diverſions, are continu. 
ally altering in France, as well as the 
faſhion of their dreſs: but the ſentiments 
and character of the people are ſtill the 
ſame. So that the reading of your letter 
brought Paris immediately before my 
ſight, tho I have been: abſent from it many 
1 
The account you give of your fellow 
traveller is highly diverting. What a 
bizarre taſte, to find pleaſure in the com- 
pany of none but farmer-generals ? 7 
know well enough, that theſe Mefficurs, 
by their wealth, are enabled to purchaſe 


Ni all the ſuperfluitys of life: but theſe they 
1 enjoy in ſuch a taſte, as ought not to in- 
1108 duce a ſtranger to ſeek their acquaintance, 


or to wiſh to carry back with him to his 


Wl native country, their knowlalge,” their 
5 manners, or their ſentiments. £9 
1 I was very young when 1 traveld; but 
1140 the impetuoſity of youth did not prevent 
5 me from remarking, that thoſe of the no- 
. Fly: who devote themſelves to the ary, 
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rior rank to every other profeſſion. And 
theſe are they from whom dignity of man- 


ners; urbanity of converſation, and ele- 


gance of taſte, are to be learnt in tho 
greateſt perfection. The company of theſe 


men of quality is not to be enjoyd, how. 
ever, without ſome danger on account 
of the great number there is among them, 


whoſe fortune is unequal to their birth; 


and who frequently make the ignorant 
young ſtranger contribute to ſupport their 


ſplendid appearance: for they are kighl 
dexterous at diſcovering his foibles, eſ- 
pecially his favorit paſſion, | which they 
infallibly turn to their own "advantages 


ſo that the leaſt failing ſuch a ſtranger has 
in Paris, is ſure to affect his purſe. "Theſe 
military gentry are moreover furniſh 
with a very lender knowledge, and vanity 
ſeems to have 66; hey LA in the 


midſt of them. e "Pf All. 


Thoſe of the in hy Much A 


ſelves to ſtate affairs, have leſs of the pa- 
rade 


i, 
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rade of life, and {bill leſs of the xeinement 
of manners: but they have more inte- 
grity, more learning, and apply themſelves 
more ſcientifically. to the buſineſs! of their 
ſeveral departments. Their converſation 
is a ſchoel of zeal learning for the ſtranger, 
and the knowledge he there acquires he 

may carry with him to his own country, 
and. uſe to advantage. Theſe men of 
politics, tho they breathe the court air, 
are not ſlaves to the court manners ; they 
are not continually cutting capers, bet 
80 conſtantly pas a pas. 

The enormous wealth of a 8 
ul. frequently transforms him into a court 
ape: whoſe mimickrys are attended wich 
a theuſand abſurditys; for, under a pom- 
pous appearance, the fortunate clown is 
conſtantly vißble: like a founderd horſe 
Wat walks in ſome ſtate proceſſion, under 
whoſe gorgeous trappings are ſtill. ſeen 
his wretched tottering limbs, Thoſe who, 
in the midſt of ſuperfluous wealth, make 
leſs appearance of prodigality, are, in 


my 


1 


Ss «© » 
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my - opinion; Far more reſpe 

thereby avoid” that envy and 'atir, which 
is frequently” found boat diſagreesble. The 
rl of thiſe velemble r 
WhO trudges to court, dreſsd irt brocade, | 
and blazond with diamonds; every one 
crys out, who is that ? and inftantly all 
the ſluices of detraction are let looſe againſt 
her: whereas, had the gone in a decent, 
tho elegant dreſs, inſtead of obloguy the 
might have attracted admiration! ' 

I look on France as an old coquette, 
that entertains a thouſand lovers at a time; 
who worſhip her with- their purſes, and 
whoſe profuſion ſerves only to make them 
ridiculous. The conduct of theſe gal. 
lants is full of eontradiction. When they 
refle& on cheir origin and ſtation in life; 
they are ſtruek with a daſtardly confuſion; 


1 1 14 | ; 


but when they view their bags, ſtüffd 
with louis d'ors, their pride diſdains alt 
name; and, from theſe frequent tranſi- 
tions, it is difficult to know how to treat 
with this fort of — a 


1 The 
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Ihe citizens of Paris are the moſt * 
Wren and worthy ſet of people in 
world. In their dealings they rt 
ſtrict fidelity, and a punctuality that I have 
often wonderd at. They never neglect 
the public worſhip ; z piety is fixd in their 
ſouls. Their zeal for their king they carry 
even to enthuſiaſm. They are affectionate 
to their wifes; and take great care in the 
education of their children. Tho they 
be ſurrounded by petit maitres, they are 
not in the leaſt contaminated with their 
vices, In a word, they are excellent ci- 
tizens. They are, however, rather blunt 
in their manners, have a low taſte, and a 
confined, way of thinking; ſa that a ſtranger 
who deſires to figur in the great world, 
ought not much to frequent their company. 
I cannot account for your fellow travel- 
lers conduct. By the underſtanding which 
he has, he ſhould eaſily have diſcoverd 
the truth of the reflections I have here 
mage; and. if he has diſcoyerd them, | 


cannot account. for his ding: adler 
> . in. 
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in no. company but that of A, finan- 
cier. There ſeems to be ſome ſuſpicion 
of avarice in the caſe ; for I have remarkd, 
that they whoſe fouls are infected with that 
vice, find the conyerſation of moneyd 
men alone o 
As to what concerns you, my dear 
friend; you appear to have obtaind all 
the advantages which it is in the power of 
travel to give. What pleaſure, what pra- 
fit will it afford me, to attend to thoſe 


judicious remarks, which ſo great a number 


of objects and incidents muſt have afford · 


ed 5 Prepare to return to your na · 
ry, and take your way thro 
Berlin 31 promiſe that you will not repent 
it; for after all that you have ſeen, you 
will ſtill-fi ert e in Bran- 
deaburgy avio hate. bing gur un 
J kiſs, ans 249 ino! Lk — as 791 
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To Madam von * * 825 at Hamburg. 


Talus. Nounber 1 9. 17 54+ 


OR 88 paſt, I have livd the 
life of a ſober citizen of Berlin: there 
I am employd in cultivating my garden; 
and have never had the happineſs to ſee 
the king, but once when he-ſhowd him- 
| elf in that capital. My leiſure time I 
paſs in ſtudy, and, in the hours of re- 
laxation, I indulge” i in 2 OT + corre- 
ſpondenoe. 
L remember, Aſn that fontelendciths 
| ſince, you deſired I would give you'd de- 
ſcription.of the towns, palaces, and gar- 
dens, of Potſdam, Sans Souci, Schon- 
hauſen, Oranienburg. Rheinſberg, and 
Ruppin. I find myſelf to day in a writ- 


ing humor, and will therefore endeavour 
to 


F 
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to ſatisfy your curioſity. Fou muſt not 
expect, however, a deſeription of every 
particular; by no means; we muſt con- 
tent ourſelves,” with a tranſient view of 
the principal objects only; for their mul- 
tiplicity is ſuch, that, were 1 to attempt 
it, I mould far exceed the bounds of a 
jetter. And beſide, ' theſe palaces and 
gardens, for the moſt part, reſemble ſume 
youthful beauty, to whom nature and art 
are inceſſantly adding freſh charms ; which 
is in A altering, and daily improving. 
Lou may remoneher;! by the deſeription 
gave you of Potſdam, now fifteen years 
ſince, how that town is ſitüated; 1 ſhall 
therefore ſay nothing of that here,” but 
only add, chat the king may ſay of Port- 
dam, in @ ſenſe: ſtriekiy "biterat, what Au- 
guſtus ſaid of Rote: 4] found à city of 
brick, and 1 have left a city of marble.“ 
Of the town therefore, as it now is, 1 fhall 
deſeribe thoſe bewälfür improvements 


only, which his N bas "thete made, 
,©:IY AP | OILSTNET e’,,j, K 
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Lou know, Madam, that ſince the 
reign of. the great. elector, F rederie Wil- 


liam, Potſdam has been, in the fineſt 


months of the year, the reſidence of the 


ſovereign of Brandenburg z and that the 


late king made many alterations and im- 


proyements there. But Frederic, who, 


whatever he undertakes, executes to the 


higheſt, degree of excellence that human 


power can attain, has giyen to the town, 
as well as to the palaee, an appearance en- 
Pal, new: and by joining them together, 

has made the whole appear as one Wala 
plan. of building. Ante 10 114 7 OVEN 7 
+ To the old Dutch quarter, there. Se 


| been added two others one of which i 18 


calld the French quarter, and is. inha- 


bited by the refuge6s of that nation; and 
the other, the Italian quarter, and is con- 
tiguous to the. palace. In the firſt the 
EFreneh manner of building is obſervd, 
and in the other that of Italy; for the 


fronts. of theſe. houſes preſent the deſigus 
of Vitrurius, Palladio, Michael Angelo, 


1 | Scamozz', 


Scamozzi, and other epi \attrs 55 
that nation. 1 . . 1 LUI, 
In rhe place before ahi alace, the king 

has causd a lofty" obeliſk of marble to be 

erected: and thie Lütheran church, Which 
is directly oppollie the principal entrance 
of the palace, is adornd with a noble front 
of hewn ſtone, after the model f St. 
Maria Majora at Rbme, which is the work 
of che celebrated Fuga. Thel aſſemblage 
of all theſe ſtately buildings ſtrixes the eye 
with a pleaſing aſtoniſhment,” The new 
front of the church was at firſt ob jected 
to, as obſcuring the light; and the dear 
petitiond the king againſt it, coniplaining 
that the children were ſcarce” able to uſe 
their ſinging books: but as the building 
was too far advanced to admit of any al- 
teration, the king wrote on the petition, 
by have of anſwer, theſe words of ler iptures ; 


7 $432 by 


* * Bleſſed are ben that) believe, and have 
e not ſeen.” : 


However, when the ſcaffold was alben 15 
n | 


* 
a, 
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away, the light Was. found to be VET: lit 
tle diminiſhd, Wk 

The king has causd akin ee e 
be built, which is deſtind to the uſe of 
thoſe of the French nation, ho: are driven 
from their. country on. account of their 
religion. This is not ſo large as the 
other, but! is. built 1 in excellent taſte: the 
form of; it i is that, of a round temple, and 
its front. is adornd with a very: beauriful 
range of columns. iid te | 
The ftreets of Potſdam are. "rot 
ſtraight, and neatly. paved, and run, al- 

| Fg all, in lines parallel with each other. 
| At the end of the Dutch quarter, is a 
| very, ſpacious and pleaſant, market-place, 
in the middle of which is a large and:beau- 
tiful baſin, and in the middle of that, an 

- iſland, in which, by the, late king's. di- 
rection, a very elegant glorietta was, erect- 
ed. The military church; the orphan 

| Houſe ;; the riding ſchool/; «the arſenal, and 
many other bünlatesgs there are in this 
ton, highly worthy of che travellers at- 


| tention, "7 THe 
5 2 
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Tho roial palace, with its: gardens, is 
Pio” at the end of the town, and on 
the border of the Havel. This palace, 
which is of a very: great extent, conſiſts 
of a main body and two wings ; and at 
the end of each wing is a large additional 
building, which are connected with each 
other by means of a-ſemicircular-wall;” in 
the middle of which is a moſt magniſicemm 


portal: all theſe buildings farm> together 


a very ſpacious: court. Originally tlie 
wings had only one ſtory, but the reigning 
king has carryd them up to the ſame 
height wirh the main body: his majeſty 
has likewiſe causd all the outſide of this 
wall to be adornd with ſquare fluted pi- 
laſters of the Corinthian order: theſe and 
the other ornaments! are of their natural 
color; which is that of hewn ſtone; but 
the ground of the wall itſelf is of a brighe 
red, which makes at once, à very ſingular 
and pleaſing appearance. The roof of 
this building is coverd with blue copper; 
and ſurrounded by a —— other 
88 orna: 


* ET 7K R . 
ornaments, richly gilt. The cornice is 


ſupported by a number of beautiful figurd 
columns, repreſenting the gods, 3 


gods, and other renownd characters, 
thoſe fables, with which the ancients, by 


their wenmefbeds have quid hit. 


tory. ai Bet 


paſſions. of his ſovereign, placed at the 
chief entrance of the palace, two gigantic 


ſtatues, one of which, armd with a bow, 
was to repreſent Apollo, and the other 


with a lyre, Hercules 3 the thought Was, 
to be ſure, wonderfully happy for to 
give Apollo the bow, and Hercules the 

tyre, what was it but to express the cha- 

racter of a hero, who was, at the ſame 
time, a ſtill greater proficient in the polite 

arts? Notwithſtanding all this, the king, 
under a pretence that they appeard to him 
like two ſentinels that were poſted! there; 
was pleasdito order them to be taken 


away, and placed at the entrance of the 
— Berlin. . On 


The e an it | ſhould en, was 
define of paying his court to the favorit 


gps 
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On entering this palace, you fee the 
grand ſtaircaſe, which is of blue marble; 
and the baluſtrade, which is of iron, ſtrong- 
ly gilt, is in the moſt noble and elegant 
taſte of any thing that I have ever ſeen of 
that kind. When you have aſcended this 
ſtaircaſe, you paſs thro a ſmall anticham- 
ber, lined with green marble, and then 
enter a very ſpacious hall, whoſe walls 
are adornd with four pictures, ſo large that 
they completely cover the four ſides ; theſe 
paintings repreſent the triumphs of the 
great elector, and are the works of very 
able Italian maſters. The ceiling is paint - 
ed by Vanloo, and contains the apotheoſis 
of the {ame elector; that great prince who 
laid the foundation of the Pruſſian mo- 
narchy. The lining and other decora- 


tions of this hall, are of marble, or metal 8 


gilt. 

All the other rooms of this 3 of 
which there are an endleſs number, are 
highly ornamented, and furniſhd with in- 
finit taſte and magnificence, On every 
Vol. II. 8 — 


LE FTER- XL 
ſide is ſeen gold, marble, ſculpture, ſta- 
tuary; and every other ſuperb and ele- 
gant decoration. The tapeſtrys are of 
ſilver, ornamented with chenille and em- 
broidery : the velvet is enrichd with filver 
and gold : the borders are of metal richly 
gilt: the tables are of porphyry and jaſ- 
per: the conſoles, the frames of the 
mirrors, and of the beds, and the pillars 
of the alcoves, are all of ſolid ſilver; and 
the laſt of theſe are adornd with figurs of 
the ſame metal, repreſenting Morpheus 
ſtrewing his poppys. The multiplicity, 
variety, elegance and magnificence of 
theſe ornaments is ſuch, that the eye is 
never ſatisfyd with beholding them: and 
the connoiſſeurs all agree, that in decora- 
tion and furniture, no palace in Europe 
can produce ſo great a profuſion of riches 

and of taſte. | 
From the palace you deſcend, by a large 
and noble flight of ſteps, to the garden; 
which is ſurrounded by two beautiful co · 


lonnades, and has a proſpect of the river. 
| On 


122 
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On entering this garden, you find a very 
extenſive parade, on which the king ex- 
erciſes his guards, and the gariſon of 
Berlin; and this parade may be properly 
calld, the ſchool of the whole Pruſſian 
army : for whenever his majeſty thinks fit 
to introduce any new exerciſe, his guards 
are firſt inſtructed therein, and then an 
officer from every regiment is calld to Ber 
lin, who, when properly qualifyd, returns 
and inſtructs his whole corps: and this 
method is doubtleſs: highly eligible ; for 
the extent of the Pruſſian dominions is 
ſuch, that the ſending of officers to in- 
ſtru& every gariſon, would be attended 
with very great inconvenience. 

This grand parade is borderd on one 
ſide by a very pleaſant groye, in which 
there are walks quite down to the river; 
and this grove is adornd with a beautiful 
ſaloon; an orangery; and elegant arbours, 
| pavilions, and ſtatues. On the other fide 
of the parade is the grand baſin, in the 
middle of which is Neptune in his car, 
8 | G 2 3 Ml 
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as iſſuing from a rock, and drawn by ſea- 
horſes; all theſe figurs are of metal gilt, 
and larget than the life. The views of 
this garden are various and beautiful ; and 
the alleys afford the moſt pleaſing walks 
that can poſſibly be imagind. The roial 
ecurie, which is at a ſmall diſtance from 
the palace, and directly oppoſite the pa - 
rade, is grand and ſpacious; and com- 
pletes the uniform Wader of the whole 
building. 

All the ſcenes that J have here haſtily 
deſcribed, are ſtill far inferior to what the 
palace and gardens of Sans Souci preſent. 
| This palace ſtands but a cannon ſhot from 
the gates of Potſdam. It is ſituated on 
the ſummit of a hill, at the foot of which 
flows the river Havel, which is there of a 
conſiderable breadth. As the king was 
walking one day over this hill, he ſtopd 
a little on the top of it; and ſtruck with 
the beautiful and extenſive proſpect, he 
determind to erect a ſmaif building there, 
which might ſerve as a caſual ſummer 

retreat : 
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retreat : and his majeſty. himſelf drew. the 
firſt plan of it. This building, which 
was originally no more than a roial lodge, 
is now become a ſummer reſidence, wor- 
thy of Frederic. 

This palace has only one ſtory, and is 
raisd from the ground by three ſteps, 
which go round the whole building: the 
roof is in the Italian taſte; in the middle 
of it there is a ſmall dome, and it is ſur- 
rounded by a ſtone baluſtrade, ornament- 
ed with a number of vaſes and groups of 
children. The windows are lofty and 
circular, and continued quite down to the 
floor. The' front next the. garden is very 
richly ornamented ; the cornice is ſup» 
ported by terms, and caryatides, which 
are placed between the windows. The 
front next the country, where is the prin- 
cipal entrance, is adornd with ſquare 
fluted pillars of the Corinthian order, 
The two wings, which are on this ſide, 


are connected by a double rpw of pillars, 
8 1 which 
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which form a colonnade, i in the manner of 
that of St. Peters at Rome. 

The inſide of this palace is ſupremely 
beautiful: taſte and magnificence every 
where accompany each other. It is im- 
poſſible for me to deſcribe all thoſe won- 
derful productions of art, that here pre- 
ſent themſelves : every diſtinct part merits 
a minute deſcription. What above all 
attracts my admiration, is the great hall; 
the ſides of this hall are inlatd with antique 
marble, as are its two niches: in one of 
which is placed the figur of Concupi- 
ſcence, and in the other that of Lucrece. 
Theſe two ſtatues are of white marble, 
and the work of the famed ſculptor Adam, 
who by his long travel had acquired fo 
ſingular a taſte, that the ſight of theſe 
ſtatues would perſuade us, that Adam 
was not the firſt man who had exiſtence, 
but that theſe were of the race of pre- 
adamites. 


This hall is ſurrounded on the inſide by 
| a range 
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a range of inſulated pillars, whoſe ſhafts 
are of Carrarian marble, and their capitals 
of metal richly gilt, The interior part of 
the dome is reſplendent with gold, and 
illumind by circular windows on the ſide, 


and by a large opening in the center, co- 


verd by glaſs cut in polygonal figurs. 
The floor of this hall 1s of white marble, 
interſpersd with porphyry and jaſper of 
various colors, which are diſpoſed with 
_ Exquiſite art, in the ſhape of different 
leaves, fruits, and flowers. | 

In the bed chamber the furniture is of 
a ſea green ſatin, coverd with gold net 
work; the alcove is remarkably magnifi- 
cent; and the whole is in a taſte of” per- 
fett elegance: for all theſe ſumptuous 
ornaments are calculated rather to pleaſe 
than to aſtoniſh the mind. The gallery 
is of a factitious roſe colord marble, and 
is adornd with capital pieces of Watteau, 
Lancret, Pater, and others, the moſt ce- 


lebrated maſters of the French ſchool. 


The only fault I find in this gallery is, 
G 4 that 
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that it appears rather too narrow; and 1 
doubt not but his majeſty will one day 
build a new and more ſpacious gallery, 
and add a collection of the principal per- 
formances of the firſt Italian maſters. 

But what pleaſes me above all in Sans 


Souci, is the kings cabinet, where his 
majeſty ſtudys; which is at the end of 
the palace, next the bed chamber: it is 
of a circular form, and ſurrounded by 
book caſes of cedar, curiouſly wrought 


and glazed, and decorated with feſtoons 
of gilt copper. Over theſe cafes are placed 
the marble buſts of the moſt renownd 
authors of antiquity; theſe buſts are 


originals, and came out of the cabinet 


of the famed cardinal Polignac. The 
ſpace between the cafes and the cornice is 


every where adornd with large medal- 


lions of bronze; and on the ceiling is an 
Apollo, painted by Le Peſne. The chim- 
ney piece is of black marble of Aleppo, 


illumind with veins of divers colors. Over 


the chimney piece ate mirrors, with me- 


talic 


ELESTTER IE 129 
talic frames, highly gilt. The curtains, 
the ſophas, and the chairs are of roſe co- 
lord filk, embroiderd with a beautiful 
delign, in gold, and executed with fur- 
priſing accuracy. 

This apartment, which is an original 
of its kind, ſerves not merely to diſplay 
the profuſe magnificence of a great mo- 
narch, but is the ſtudy .of a king, who is 
the favorit of the Muſes. The ſhelves of 
theſe book cafes are not loaded with vo- 
lumes by the direction of the bookſeller, 
which he eſtimates by the quantity of 
paper and print, or the pomp or delicacy 
of the binding: far otherwiſe; theſe 
ſhelves are filld with a ſmall but rich col- 
lection, which forms a complete ſyſtem. 
of every kind of uſeful and ornamental 
learning; among which is a French tranſ- 
lation of all thoſe Greek and Latin au- 
thors, who bare the ſtamp of approbation 
of ſo many centurys: for beſide thoſe 
which are already printed, his majeſty has 
causd to be tranſlated, and preſerves in 
Ss manu- 
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manuſcript, every other ancient author f 
reputation: ſo that it may be truly ſaid, 
that all the learning of antiquity may be 
acquired in the cabinet of Sans Souci; and 
that, without the trouble of learning their 
languages. Perhaps the learned world 
may one day be favord, from the pen of 
a rolal philoſopher; who the moment he 
is diſengaged from public buſineſs, retires 
to this noble ſolitude ; with a work worthy 
of his name; and- to which the whole 
life of any other genius, would ſcarce be 
equal. | 
From the library you paſs, under a ſpa- 
cious archway, to the garden; where you 
ſee the figur of Antinous on the point of 
- plunging into the ſea ; this ſtatue is of me- 
tal, and a maſter vices of antiquity : his 
majeſty purchafed it with the other curio- 
ſities of the renownd prince Eugene of 
Savoy. The whole garden is peopled 
with ſtatues of marble and bronze: among 
which are that of the fawn ſucking the 


5 goat, | ſo well known in Italy, by the name 
of 
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of Fanno col capretto; and the piper, 
both antiques; the Mercury of Pigale ; 
the fiſhery and hunting by the celebrated 
Francis Adam, the elder; Mars bound 
by Love; and many others of leſs note. 
By the archway you likewiſe paſs to a 
ſtately terrace, that runs the length of the 
whole palace; and from whence there is a 
moſt noble proſpect. On one hand you 
ſee the town of Potſdam, as it were,. under 
your feet; on the other, a beautifuk wood 


of oak and beech; and in front, the whole 


garden preſents itſelf, which is extended 
quite down to the river Havel. 

This. terrace, which directly faces the 
midday ſun, is cut out of the hill, and is 
ſupported by a wall ſixteen feet in height; 


in which are formd a great number of 
niches, almoſt contiguous to each other; 


before each of theſe are placed two glaſs 


doors, which go from the top quite dow u 


to the ground.: and in theſe are planted 


by the kings direction, eyery fort of vine 


that * has produced. By the ſou- 
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thern ſituation, the fandy ſoil, the heat 
of the ſun, whoſe -beams are colle&ed 
and centerd in theſe niches; the pro- 
tection that the glaſs affords againſt the 
ſeverity of the weather, and the arti- 
ficial heat which is communicated by fire 
in the early ſeaſon; by all theſe natural 
and acquired advantages, his majeſty is 
furniſhd from his own garden, with every 
kind of grape, in as great perfection as it 
ig poſſible for the hoteſt countrys of Eu- 
fope to produce; for if there be any dif- 
ference, it is in the ſkin alone, which in 
theſe is leſs tender, than in thoſe which are 
expoſed to the alternate moiſture and 

roughneſs of the air. 

To the left of this extraordinary vine- 
yard, are ſeen the green houſes; which 
are not leſs excellent in their kind. They 
are of a prodigious extent, and are heated 
by means of ſtoves, and pipes that convey 
' the heat under the earth; and which are 
daily regulated by thermometers. Theſe 
green houſes contain as well a kitchen as a 

flower 
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flower garden; and by theſe means, the 
kings table is provided at all ſeaſons of 
the year, with every kind of fruit and ve- 
getable. To the right of the vineyard is 
2 grand and beautiful building, which 
contains the orangery. During the whole 
farmer; on the borders of the terrace are 
ranged, orange, citron, pomegranate, and 


other trees, in bloſſom and in fruit; which 


when viewd from the garden underneath, 
afford an uncommonly pleafing proſpeR. 

As ſoon as you deſcend from the terrace, 
the ſcene changes in an inſtant; every ob- 

ject appears in a new point of light. You 
ſee before you a garden, in every ſenſe, 
truly roial. At every ſtep you diſcover 
freſh beautys ; the joint work of nature 


and of taſteful art. Baſins ſurrounded. 


with marble, ſprings, fountains, cafcades ; 
bufts, ſtarnes, groups; vaſes, columns, 
obelifks ; ſpacious walks, ſhady alleys, 


artful labyrinths ; grottos, bowers, ſaloons 


adornd with natural foliage; in a word, 


"_ ornament that imagination can con- 


ceive, 
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ceive, here ſtrikes the eye; but yet all 
diſpoſed with that keeping, that reſerve, 
which is ſo neceſſary to be even wur 
itſelf agreeable. | 

At the end of the grand walk, which 
goes thro the whole garden, is a ſmall 
wood of beech and oaks, that is ſtockd 
with deer, pheaſants, and other- game. 
His majeſty has joind this wood to the 
garden, and encloſed it with a wall; and 
there are various paths cut in it, which 
lead to a noble Chineſe houſe, of a trian- 
gular form, that is highly decorated with 
marble and gold. On the other fide is a 
colonnade of the moſt beautiful Carrarian 
marble, which is built! in the form of that 
of Verſailles. 

Our monarch has not contented himſelf, 
with adorning his palace and gardens, with 
a magnificence truly majeſtic, but he has 
likewiſe- embelliſhd the face of the whole 

country round about: ſo that wherever 
the eye turns, it is charmd by grand 
and pleaſing objects. On an eminence, 

| for 


| 
„ 
1 
' 
= / 
v 
3 
i} 
| 
1 
4$ 
34 
3 
* 
4 
* 
4 
} 
6 
5 


LETTER XL 138 


for example, that faces the principal en- 
trance of the palace, and is coverd with 
wood, a moſt noble piece of ruins is con- 
ſtructed; which appears to have ſufferd 
all the ravages of time, and of human de- 
ſolation; and ſtrikes the eye with a very 
ſingular pleaſure. | 

Thus, Madam, I have given you a cur- 
ſory deſcription of Potſdam and Sans 
Souci; I propoſed to have ſaid ſomething 
here of the ſummer palaces of our princes; 
but that muſt be at another opportunity, 
for I will not preſume at this time, to 


- 


claim your further attention. ; 


1 am, Madam, your, &c. 


— 
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LET FT E R. XII. 
To my Mother. 


Berlin, Odlober 20, 1754 


OUR reflections, Madam, on thoſe 
benefits which it has pleasd the Di- 
vine Providence to beſtow on me ate ex- 
tremely juſt ; and I never think on them 
without offering the facrifice of a thankful 
heart. The troubles of life I conſtantly 
place in the ballance againſt the enjoy- 
ments; and they convince me, every day 
more and more, of the vanity of all human 
pleaſures. Every paſſion is followd by its 
own corrector. Wealth, rank, and fame, 
have conſtantly a number of troubleſom 
attendants : and the anxiety in the purſuit 
of theſe, frequently exceeds the pleaſure 
in the enjoyment. 1 5 
S | | To 
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To pleaſe thoſe whom fortune has Wl 
placed on the apex of human power, is 1 
the lot that many ſeek, and few obtain. by 
A ſtation that dazzles the vulgar eye, 14 
but in which the favord courtier finds on- "8 
ly a feeming happineſs: for it may be it's 
truly ſaid; * that his days are conſtantly il 
« attended by envy and anxiety.” The dif- 150 
ficulty of preſerving that favor he has once if ö 
obtaind, is an inceffantly corroding care. [| 
A ſmall fault is fufficient to obliterace che 11 
merit of twenty years faithful ſervice; and 100 


what man is ſo vain as to flatter himſelf 
that amidſt all the embarraſſments of a 
public life, he ſhall never make one falſe 
ſtep ? So that the courtiers happineſs, you 
| fee, Madam, hangs on a ſlender thread. 
Theſe reflections affected me ſo ſtrongly, 
that I determind to ſeek an aſylum againſt 
the ſtorms of a court, in a fortunate mar- 
riage z and have obtaind my purpoſe in ; 
more reſpects than one. But even the | 
| pleaſures of this union have been deſtroyd 
by a moſt bitter portion. Death continu- 
ally 
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ally ſnatches my children' from my arms. 
One grave already contains three ſons and 
a daughter ; the fruits of my marriage, and 
the comfort of my life. What deep 
wounds have theſe ſtrokes, which it has 
pleasd the Divine Providence to lay upon 
me, made in my heart? What miſery does 
that father not ſuffer, who loſes the child 
he tenderly loves? How dearly have I 
proved all the horrors of that ſtate, by 
' theſe ſevere repeated trials ? 

Formerly when I waked, the firſt mo- 
ments of the day were bleſsd with the 
ſincere careſſes of a lovely, harmleſs in- 
fant; now the beginning of the day, 1s 
the renewal of ſorrows ; the moment that 
I wake, the moſt cruel and frightful 
images fill my ſoul; I ſee all my dear 
children in the arms of death : theſe 
ghaſtly ideas are fixd in my mind, and 
poiſon all the pleaſures of my life; even 
in the midſt of that tumult of joy with 
which I am ſurrounded, and in which I 
only ſeem to bear a part. The loſs of my 
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laſt child, my beloved Auguſtus, has made 
all my wounds bleed afreſh; all my chil - 
dren have died again in him: and my 
heart feels inceſſant pangs, when I ſee my 

poor wife, bathed in tears, diſtracted with 
grief, at the very time that ſhe is on the 
point of giving me the freſh fruit of our 
marriage. 

O may thoſe moments paſs bene over! 
May the birth of this child dry all the tears 
from our eyes! May its life be extended 
far beyond that of its brethren! And may 
its happineſs prove the joy and nn of 

our latter days! 
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LETTER xl 
To Madam von **, at Hamburg. 


Berlin, December 1 2, 1754. 

E 8, Madam, to promis and to per- 
form are with me one and the ſame 
thing. As you are pleasd to approve of 
my 
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my former deſcriptions, and wiſh to be | 
acquainted with Oranienburg, Rheinſberg, 


and Ruppin, I ſhall, without further 


preface, endeavour to ſatisfy your cu- 


rioſity. 

The ſmall town of Oranienburg, which 
lies twelve miles from Berlin, owes its ex- 
iſtence, in great part, to Henrietta of Orange, 
the conſort of the great elector Frederic 
William, and the mother of Frederic the firſt 
king of Pruſſia, That princeſs, aſſiſted by 
the munificence of her illuſtrious conſort, 
causd an extenſive and beautiful palace to 
be built there. The town itſelf was by her 
orders, adornd with many noble buildings, 
with two churches, one for the Calviiſts, 
and the other for the Lutherans : with a 
well built and richly” endowd orphan 
houſe, and with many other uſeful and 
pious foundations. The ſtreets of this 
town run in parallel lines, and the build- 
ings are regular and elegant. A ſpacious 
road, borderd with four rows of lime 
trees of near a mile in length, joins the 


great 


palace ; before which is a * ſemicir- 
cular platform. | 
This Palace, which forms an exact 


ſquare, and is ſurrounded by a broad and 


pleaſant moat, borderd with ſtone ; con- 
fiſts of a main body and four wings, each 
of which is terminated by a gay pavi- 


lion; and theſe wings form two grand 


courts. You enter the firſt court by a 
ſtately bridge, which, as well as the baluſ- 


trade that ſurrounds the moat, is decorated 


with ftatues. The two pavilions that ter- 
minate thoſe-wings which are behind the 
main building, are connected with each 
other by a double row of pillars, over 
which is a very elegant balcony.. 

The rooms of this palace are ſpacious, 
lofty, regular, and very numerous : the 
great hall is in every reſpect highly beau- 


tiful : but nothing attracts the admiration 


of the curious ſo much, as the grand 
ſtaircaſe, the plan of which was drawn by 
the celebrated Schlüter; and is ſo con- 

| trived, 
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| great ſtreet, that leads directly up co the 
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142 LETTER XIII. 
trived, that from the ground, there is a 
clear proſpect of the magnificent dome 
with which it is coverd : it is divided into 
as many parts as there are ſtorys; at each 
ſtory there is a repoſing place, and each 
diviſion is ſupported by marble pillars : 
thoſe of the firſt ſtory are green; the ſe- 
cond are white; and the third brown va- 
riegated with veins of white; the baſes 
and capitals of theſe pillars are of metal 
richly gilt. The baluſtrade is of gilt 
iron. The walls are adornd with grand 
and beautiful paintings. In the repoſes 
are niches, in which are placed ſtatues of 
bronze. In a word, for elegance of de- 
ſign, and richneſs of execution, the whole 
is a moſt finiſhd piece of its kind. The 
chapel ; the porcelain gallery ; the ground 
hall; and many other parts of this build- 
ing; afford the higheſt latisfaction to the 
connoiſſeur, 

The gardens of D are of 
great extent, and were deſignd by Le 


Nautre, one of the principal deſſinateurs 
— 


of Lewis XIV. the fame who drew the 
plans of Verſailles, Trianon, Marley, &c. 
A remarkble incident has attended theſe 
gardens, and contributed greatly to their 
beauty. In M. le Nautres plan, the al- 


leys, which are all of beech, were directed 
to be kept conſtantly cut; and his orders 


were punctually obſerved till the year 
1713, when the late king came to the 
crown, whoſe thrifty diſpoſition could not 
bear the expence neceſſary for theſe mat> 


ters;. ſo all was left to the care of nature, 
for the ſpace of twenty-four years, which 


was the length 'of the late kings reign. 
During this time, theſe trees increasd 
amazingly, and became fo cloſely united 
with each other, as to form the moſt de- 
lightfully ſhady walks imaginable : for 
theſe ſhades are ſo thick that neither ſun 
nor wind can penetrate them ; ſo that you 
walk at noon day without the leaſt in- 


convenience from the heat, and when you 


ſup at night by wax-light, there is not wind 


ſufficient to move the flames of the candles. 


When 
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When the king gave Oranienburg to 
his brother the prince of Pruſſia, this 
prince immediately retrieyd it from that 
ſtate of deſolation-- into which it had 


fell, and by a kind of enchantment con- 


verted it into a moſt noble and plea- 
ſing reſidence. The judicious gardener, 


by numberleſs different alterations, has 


made the wild luxuriance of nature, ſub- 
ſervient to beauty and convenience; and 


his roial highneſs has adornd his gardens 


with a number of buildings in a very ele- 


gant taſte: the moſt remarkable of which 


is a grotto, conſtructed on a kind of rock, 


and appears on the outſide to be an old 


priſon, juſt falling into ruins; but on the 
inſide is adornd with the moſt beautiful 


thellwork, with corals, ſcarce minerals, 


cryſtals, and other ornaments of thoſe kinds. 
His highneſs has likewiſe added a number 
of ſerpentine walks, that lead to orangerys, 
to dreary hermitages, gay bowers, &c. 


The grand canal which reaches from the 


colonnade quite down to, and joins with, 
the Spree, has been cleard and made na- 


2 Ṽigable 


/ 
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vigable for gondolas and other ſmall 
veſſels, 

In the palace the old furniture is re- 
moved, and its place ſupplyd by other, 
more elegant, and more conformable to 
modern taſte: and to make his Oranien- 
burg completely convenient, as well as 

magnificent, his roial highneſs has thereto 
added, a noble ecurie : and nature, the 
ſituation - of this palace, the beauty of 
the circumjacent country, the river that 


waters the garden; every circumſtance _ 


contributes to render this place a moſt 
delightful reſidence. TE. 
In the deſcription of Rheinſberg, and Rup- 
pin, I ſhall be leſs circumſtantial, as J have 
already-in two letters, that you have ſeen, 


which I wrote in the years 1739 and 40, 


to Madam von ***, and to my late fa- 
ther, at Hamburg, given ſome account of 
theſe places. As the king ſome years ſince 
gave Rheinſberg to his. brother prince 
Henry, and the palace of Ruppin with 
its gardens to prince Ferdinand, I ſhall 
Vor. II. H here 


„ 15S 


N 
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here only repeat the principal circum- 


ſtances that I have before related, and 
add in a few words, an account of thoſe 
noble alterations and improvements which 
their highneſſes have made in theſe ſuwp- 
tuous and pleaſing dwellings. 

"The palace of Rheinſberg remains ex- 


actly in its former ſtate : prince Henry has 


contented himſelf. with ornamenting five 
or {ix rooms that were left unfiniſhd, 
and with furniſhing them in a taſte and 
magnificence correſpondent to the reſt of 
the palace. The gardens, on the con- 
trary, are alterd, enlargd, and highly de- 
corated. The orangery, which was only 
begun, 1s. now completed, and conſiſts 
of a ſpacious hall, and two elegant cabi- 


nets. His highneſs has likewiſe built a 


Chineſe houſe, and a very pleaſant grotto, 


in a private retreat on the border of the 


| | 
In this garden are likewiſe the ruins of a 
colonnade, which ſerve to cover an ice cave 


the deſign of theſe ruins is highly plea- 
ſing. 


ge 
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ling. Rheinſberg has long been jeſtingly 
calld Remuſberg; and it has been pretend- 
ed that Remus was baniſhd by his brother 
Romulus to this country, which was then 
the Siberia of the Roman ſtate. The 
prince has improvd on this fanciful opi- 
nion, by ſuppoſing his ice cave to be the 
very grave of Remus. At the entrance 
of this cave he has therefore erected a 
pillar of the Tuſcan order, on which is 
placed an urn, that ſeems to contain the 
aſhes of ſome perſon of exalted rank: 
2 number of broken pillars, and mutilated 
ſtatues, that were found in the workmans 
ſhop at Rheinsberg, are placed round this 
grave, and repreſent very naturally, the 
ruins of a colonnade, The ground about 
it is planted with yews and cypreſs; and 
here and there are ſeen, disjointed capi- 


tals; large ſtones engraved with appoſite 


inſcriptions; and many other objects of the 
like nature; which altogether ſerve to fill 
the mind with the idea of an ancient ruin. 
The theatre of verdant hedges, that 
Fi 2 | the 
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the prince has formd in this garden, is a 


| maſterpiece of its kind; and is adapted 
not only to dramatic repreſentations, but 
to many other ſorts of diverſions, and feſ- 


tive illuminations. | 
You know, Madam, that the palace of 
Rheinſberg is ſituated by a large lake, that 
is borderd by a beautiful wood of oaks and 
beech: in this wood the prince has erect- 
ed ten ſeparate buildings, which are ſo 
many court hermitages, tho by no means 
in a deſert: theſe buildings are of wood, 
and contain each, three handſom rooms, 
a kitchen and garrets; on the outſide they 
are coverd with ſhells mixd with the bark 
of trees, and the roofs are of ſtraw; on 
the inſide they are plain and neat, and 
furniſnd in a taſte of perfect ſimplicity. 
Theſe buildings are ſo ſituated, as not to 
havetheleaſt connection, but at the ſame time 
not ſo far diſtant, but that the inhabitants 


can ſee and call to each other. In the midſt of 


them is ſeen one larger than the reſt, and or- 
namented with a ſmall dome; this is the re- 
treat 
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treat of the prince of Pruſſia; and has a 
hall which is uſed at dinner and ſupper, 
in rainy weather ; but when the weather 
is fine, their refectory is a large pavilion 
of trellis, which is but a few paces diſtant 
from the hall : notice for dinner is given 
by ringing a great bell, three times; at 
the third ringing every one, including his 
roial highineſs, who will have no preference 
in this reſpect, repairs to the dining place. 
Before dinner theſe courtly cottagers paſs 
their time, each one after his own manner : 
they breakfaſt, they read, they ſtudy, they 
walk or ride, or viſit the ladys; they 
lounge or employ themſelves, juſt as in- 
clination ſhall prompt; and the fame li- 
berty is enjoyd after dinner ; but at fix in 
the evening, the whole company aſſemble 
to pay their court to the prince, and to 
partake of thoſe pleafures which all enjoy 
in common. Theſe regulations appear to 
me highly excellent, as they give to a 
court, all the freedom that it is poſſible 
for it to enjoy. Ly 
H 3 The 
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The palace of prince Ferdinand at Rup- 
pin, where his regiment is in gariſon, 
was neither ſufficiently magnificent nor 
convenient, to make it a place of con- 
ſtant reſidence ; eſpecially when Hymen, 
by providing his roial highneſs with a 
worthy conſort, ſhall increaſe the number 


of his court, The prince has therefore 


purchasd the houſe adjoining to his own, 


together with a ſpacious garden that lies 
behind theſe two houſes, and has an open— 


ing on the rampart. Theſe two buildings 
deing g judiciouſly united, form one grand 
and elegant Palace. | 

The rooms in this palace are diſpoſed 
with great propriety, and finiſhd in an ex- 
cellent taſte. The great hall is of a fea 
green, borderd with ſilver, and decorated 
with noble mirrors, and with chandeliers 


and flowers of the manufacture of Vin- 


cennes, all in the higheſt perfection. 
The bedchambers, the library, his high- 
neſſes cabinet of prints, the dining hall, 
and moſt of the other rooms, are adornd 
with 
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with tapeſtry, and furniture, the moſt ex- 
cellent of the modera taſte: and altoge- 
ther form a reſidence, eſpecially a coun- 
try reſidence, worthy of a prince. 

The deſign of the garden, which lies 
behind this palace, 1s extremely pleaſing, 
At the end of it there is a noble ſaloon, 
that has a door which opens to an elegant 
bridge, that leads to the rampart : the al- 
leys of this rampart are the rendezvous of 
all the nightingales of the country round 
about; and are adornd with ſtatues, vaſes, 
flowers, yews and other ornamental trees ; 
and while you are taking the moſt de- 
lightful walk in the world, you arrive im- 


perceptibly, at the princes other garden; 


which his highneſs is enlarging and em- 
belliſhing in a manner the moſt charming 
imaginable. 


Thus, Madam, I have given you, in as 


conciſe a manner as I was able, a de- 


ſcription of the ſummer palaces of our 


three highly reſpectable princes, . But the 
noble entertainments, the rapturous enjoy- 
M4: ments 
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ments, which we experience in theſe en- 
chanting abodes, can I by no means de- 
{cribe. Inſtead of that conſtraint, anxiety, 
dread and diſguſt, which fo frequently 
dwell under the ſplendid roofs of princes, 
here is found nothing but freedom, peace, 
ſincerity and joy. Theſe great princes and 
their illuſtrious conſorts, lay aſide all the 


pageantry of ſtate, and in its place is ſeen 
ſincere friendſhip. They make uſe of 
their exalted ſtation, only to ſhower down 


on us, continual acts of munificence ; and 
ſeem deſirous of being ſuperior to others, 
in nothing but the amiable qualitys of 
the heart, and the noble endowments of 
the mind. © 
The uniform quiet of a country life, 1s 
enlivend by regular pleaſures; ſuch as ſerve 
rather to recreate than fatigue : walking, 
riding, muſic, reading, a moderate dance, 


play for diverſion ; even the pleaſures of 
:the theatre; diverſify the enjoyments of 


our days. Their highneſſes amuſe thetn- 


ſelves, by exerciſing thoſe uncommon ta- 


lents 


— 
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lents they have for dramatic perform- 
ances, by exhibiting with the ladys and | 
gentlemen of their courts, ſome of the beſt 1 
French tragedys and comedys. A good | 
table, and the gifts of Bachus and Po- 
mona, contribute not a little, to invigo- 
rate theſe pleaſures ; and that perfect 


union which reigns amongſt theſe three i 
illuſtrious brothers, and ſo frequently 1 
brings them to the ſame place of reſidence, il 
makes all our happineſs complete: ſo that 1 
we are unable to determin to which of 1 
theſe delightful palaces, we ſhould give | þ 
the preference, to that of Oranienburg. o of Ul 
Rheinſberg, or of Ruppin. | 1 

Could you but ſee, my dear lady, all che 1 
objects, that I have here deſcribed, you i 
would readily confeſs that it falls far 1 
ſhort of the truth; that my coloring is wlll. 
much too weak; and that inſtead of | 
drawing a flattering picture, I have given. 
at. beſt, but a tolerable likeneſs. 
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To M. von Stuven, at Brunſwick. 


Treben, May 1, 1755. 
T laſt, my dear brother, I have left 
the court and the city of Berlin, on 
the ziſt of March laſt, which was my 
birth day, and have fixd my abode at 
Treben. The night that I took my leave, 
the prince of Pruſſia gave a noble feaſt, 
for the entertainment of the two queens ; 
to which his roial highneſs had the good- 
neſs to invite me, | 
During the whole evening my heart was 
ſorely afflicted: I was to leave a place 
where I had livd for ſixteen years toge- 
ther; and to part from thoſe who had for 
ſo long a time, been the comfort and 
happineſs of my life, After ſupper there 


was 
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was a ball; I danced a few minuets ; but 
the moment 1 perceivd that the three 
princes were together in an adjacent galle- 
ry, I went to them to take my leave : ne- 
ver in my life have I been 1o deeply af- 
fected. They embraced me one after the 
other; my illuſtrious pupil held me a long 
time faſt in his arms, and ] felt his tears 
run down my cheek, After this painful 
ſeparation, it was impoſſible for me to 
ſpeak to any one elſe. I threw myſelf in- 
to my coach; returnd home, made the 
laſt preparations for my journey, and the 
next morning, b lay break, ſet off. 

When I got to Treben, I found the al- 
tera: ions in my houſe complete: and had 
the ſatisfaction to furniſh it, and regulate 
my economy. The houſe is large, neat, 
and convenient, but by no means magni- 
ficent, for there is neither gilding nor 
ſculpture, to be ſeen in any part of it: 
the lower rooms, which are half under 
ground, ſerve for kitchen, cellar, vaults, 
and for lodging the cooks, and other do- 
| H 6 meſtics, 
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meſtics. I and my wife have on the 
firſt. floor ſix handſom rooms, where we 
commonly live; one of- theſe is my li- 
brary, for I have brought all my books, 
which I have collected with ſome care, 
from Berlin hither; from this library I 
have a view of a canal made by an arm 
of the river, and of all that paſſes in the 
village. 

The firſt ſtory is elegant; it conſiſts of 
two good dining rooms, four bedcham- 
bers with cloſets, a ſmall kitchen for the 
uſe of the chambermaids, and a gallery 
ninety feet long; at the end of which is a 
large quadrangular hall. All theſe rooms 
are ſufficiently furniſhd, and the gallery is 
ornamented with pictures that are far from 
being deſpicable. From the hall a door 
opens to a balcony, from whence there is 
a noble proſpect. You ſee not only the 
gardens, but a vaſt tract of country round 
about, which affords a moſt delightful 
landſcape ; diverſifyd every where by 
woods, lawns, and villages, and by five 

different 
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different ſtreams, the waters of which 
collected together at a mill, form a plea- 
ſing caſcade : this proſpect is bounded by 
an amphitheatre of diſtant mountains, on 
the ſummit of the laſt of which is ſeen 
the city of e, with its ſix lofty 
towers. | | 

I have been, for ſome years paſt, bu- 
fied in improving my garden; and as 
nature has provided me at Treben, as 
well as at Haſelbach, with the moſt plea- 
ſing walks; in three different woods, on 
the banks that ſurround my lakes, and 
by the borders of the Pleifſe, which di- 


vides the village of Treben; it ſeemd to 


me moſt eligible; in the plan of my gar- 
den, to conſult an agreeable uſe, rather 
than ornament, and a labord regularity. 


The inhabitants of a city find their fruit 


and kitchen garden complete in the pub- 


lic market; but we of the country muſt 


ſeek the pleaſurs of the deſſert in our own 


grounds; and ought to take particular 


pleaſure, when a friend- deigns to viſit 
our 
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our loneſom retreat, in preſenting him 
with the molt excellent productions of the 
ſeaſon. Oey [4 
- Beſides, thoſe gardens that contain no- 
thing but barren trees and hedges, diſguſt 
the eye by a tedious uniformity ; during 
the whole ſummer, like a handſom wife, 
they ſtill preſent the ſame countenance : 
whereas the fruit garden ſhows every day 
a different face; the ſcene is continually 


5 altering ; leaves, bloſſoms, fruits, add | 


inceſſantly freſh ornaments : theſe reſem- 
ble thoſe nymphs of the groves, who are 
daily changing their forms, and offering 
new charms. The promiſes of Flora, 
and the gifts of Pomona, afford a double 
pleaſure: the owner is thereby profited 
as well as pleasd : and when he takes his 
walks, the objects that preſent themſelves, 
ſtrike him with reiterated pleaſur. All 
| theſe conſiderations determind me to fol- 
low an extenſive plan, in deſigning my 
garden, and never to loſe ſight of a plea- 
{ling frutier : and tho the greateſt part of 

| | my 
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my alleys conſiſt of barren hedges, yet 
theſe hedges ſerve, at the ſame time, to 
ſeparate and cover, thoſe parts of the gar- 
den that are deſtind to the ule of the 
kitchen. 

By conducting a ſtream that I found in 
the neighbourhood, a few paces further, 
I have made a large baſin and a canal, 
which ſerve at the ſame time for- reſer- 
'voirs of fiſh, and in which I have a num- 
ber of good crayfiſh : theſe waters are 
ſurrounded by four and twenty noble 
cherry trees, whoſe trunks are as ſtraight 
as the orange tree, and their heads kept 
continually in form by the ſhears. To 
the right of theſe baſins the garden is 
terminated by a ſerpentine walk, that 
goes from one ſide to the other. On the 
left, I found a very high wall, againſt 
which I have formd two broad and plea- 
ſant terraces : the lower of which is bor- 
derd with eſpaliers, and the upper with 
a double row of cherry trees, whoſe tops 
are cut in the form of the laurel tree. 

This. 


- 
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This terrace affords a very agreeable 
walk, and leads to the orangery, which 
is juſt finiſhd, and is not the leaſt orna- 
ment of my garden : it ſerves in the win- 
ter as a green houle, and in the ſummer 
as a large ſaloon; to which I have added 
a kitchen, and a lodge for the gardener. 
In an uncultivated corner of my garden I 
have naisd a theatre of green hedges; and 
an amphitheatre with double terraces ; and 
by theſe means have turnd the irregula- 
rity into an ornament: now tho I dont 
promiſe myſelf ever to. fee actors in theſe 
parts, and to ule it for theatric repreſen- 
tations; yet it will ſerve me to give an 
evening collation, a concert, or like en- 
tertainment. ; 
At the end of the RET there is 
mall wood, in which are many Nee 
arbours: and to the right and left of this 
entrance, are rows of lime trees. The 
reſt of the garden conſiſts of ſpacious and 
pleaſant alleys, planted with fruit trees, 
the beſt, in their ſeveral kinds, that this 
country can produce. The. 
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The labor and art that I have employd 
in improving of Treben, has been every 4 
where ſtrongly ſupported by nature. The | #; 


whole country round 1s one continued 
garden; thro which the river Pleiſſe flows 
in a winding ſtream, and where it divides 
the village, it is croſsd by a ſtately bridge 
of ſtone. A few paces from this bridge, 
on the ſide of a ſmall hill, I have a large 
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ſtone quarry, which affords the moſt pic- 1 
tureſque appearance imaginable : the top Wu 
of this hill is coverd with beech, oaks, 14 


and birch; in the middle are ſeen the 199 
fragments of the rock, disjointed by the = | 
laborers; and at the. bottom the tardy 
river flows, in many contortions, as un- 
willing to quit the delightful ſpot. 5 
At a ſmall diſtance from this hill is an 
extenſive wood, that makes as beautiful 
an appearance as it is poſſible for the ima- 
gination to conceive: this wood grows ſo 
thick, that hitherto none but huntſimen, 
and game, have ever enterd it; but I 
have now cut a road thro it, wide enough 
| : | for 
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for three carriages: this road affords a 


delightful fide; and as the whole country 


is waterd every where by rivulets, whoſe 
borders are planted with willows, wild 
cherry, and other trees, you can eaſily 
conceive that there is no want of a variety 
of pleaſant walks. 

The village of Treben is large, well 
built, and very populous. The church 
is in form of a dome; the inſide is white 


and blue, ornamented with gold; the 


organ is good; the pulpit and altar, which 
are in the ſame taſte with thoſe in my cha- 


pel, are much admired: this church is 


ſervd by two prieſts, and more than a 
thouſand ſouls attend the public worſhip 
here every Sunday. 

What principally enlivens this village, 


is the reſidence of the hunt of the prince 
of Saxe Gotha, the two clergymen, a 


clerk, the ſchoolmaſter, and the organiſt: 
there are alſo two ſhopkeepers who are 
provided with every kind of conveniency 
two millers, and a number of ſubſtantial 

| val- 
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villagers; all theſe have familys. The 
Leipſig poſt paſſes thro this village. To 
make the time paſs away ſtill more agree- 
ably, I have brought together a dozen of 
country muſicians, who ſerve me as a 
ſort of choir; and the foundation of this 
choir has been attended with neither trou- 
ble nor expenſe ; for the inhabitants of 
this country, like the Bohemians, are all 
born muſicians. With the help of a fine 
harpſicord, which I have receivd as a pre- 
ſent, and ſeveral muſical inſtruments, that 
prince Henry has had the goodneſs to 
ſend me from Berlin, my performers are 
enabled to play dexterouſly, ſome of the 
beſt pieces in the 8 of Haſſen and 
Green. | | 

Here, my dear e you kan A 


ſhort deſcription of Treben. Haſſelbach 


is ſcarce two miles diſtant, yet you paſs 
the Pleiſſe nine times before you come to 
it. The houſe here is not ſo large, nor 


the garden fo pleaſant, as that of Treben 


there are, however, a handſom hall, and 
four 
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for three carriages: this road affords a 
delightful ride; and as the whole country 
is waterd every where by rivulets, whoſe 
borders are planted with willows, wild 
cherry, and other trees, you can eaſily 
conceive that there is no want of a variety 
of pleaſant walks. 


The village of Treben is large, well 


built, and very populous. The church 
is in form of a dome; the inſide is white 
and blue, ornamented with gold ; the 
organ is good; the pulpit and altar, which 
are in the ſame taſte with thoſe in my cha- 


pel, are much admired : this church is 


ſervd by two prieſts, and more than a 
thouſand ſouls attend the public worſhip 
here every Sunday. 

What principally enlivens this village, 
is the reſidence of the hunt of the prince 
of Saxe Gotha, the two clergymen, a 
clerk, the ſchoolmaſter, and the organiſt: 
there are alſo two ſhopkeepers who are 
provided with every kind of conveniency 
two millers, and a number of ſubſtancial 

a val- 
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villagers; all theſe have familys. The 
Leipſig poſt paſſes thro this village. To 
make the time paſs away ſtill more agree- 
ably, I have brought together a dozen of 
country muſicians, who ſerve me as a 
ſort of choir; and the foundation of this 
choir has been attended with neither trou- 
ble nor expenſe; for the inhabitants of 
this country, like the Bohemians, are all 
born muſicians. With the help of a fine 
harpſicord, which I have receivd as a pre- 
ſent, and ſeveral muſical inſtruments, that 
prince Henry has had the goodneſs to 
ſend me from Berlin, my performers are 
enabled to play dexterouſly, ſome of the 
beſt pieces in the operas of Haſſen and 
Green. | | 

Here, my dear brother, you lian A 
ſhort deſcription of Treben. Haſſelbach ql 
is ſcarce two miles diſtant, yet you paſs M 
the Pleiſſe nine times before you come to 11 
it. The houſe here is not ſo large, nor 
the garden ſo pleaſant, as that of Treben; If 
there are, however, a handſom hall, and i 1 

four | ll | ; 
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four convenient chambers, - beſide rooms 
for the ſervants : this houſe is but ſlightly 
furniſhd, as I ſhall be there only in the 
autumn, during the fiſhing ſeaſon; for I 
muſt inform you, that I have got there 
two large lakes, and nine ponds of dif- 
ferent ſizes, which are well ſtockd with 
carp and other fiſh; and theſe reſervoirs 
being drawn in the winter, produce me 
no inconſiderable profit; and afford at the 
ſame time an uncommon pleaſur. More 
than fifty people are employd in this 
fiſhery, and all the country round about 
comes here to buy; fo that I hold a fort 
of fair; and on this occafion I give an 
entertainment to my friends, and the 
ladys of Altenburg, who are drawn hi- 
ther by the novelty of the fight. The 
laſt ſeaſon, a painter of ſome eminence 
drew two views of this fiſhery, which I 
bave purchaſed for the ſingularity of the 
ſubject. 

On the largeſt of theſe lakes I have 
built a barge, roomy enough to contain 

thirty 
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thirty perſons; one ſmaller for the muſi- 
cians, and another for the ſervants, pro- 
viſions, and every thing that is neceſſary, 
when the beauty of the ſeaſon invites us 
to paſs the evening on the water. 

At another opportunity, I ſhall acquaint 
you with the diſpoſitions I intend to make 
in my eſtates; and by what means I ex- 
pect to turn them to the beſt advantage: 
in what manner I paſs my time, and 
what are my principal pleaſures, the 
greateſt of which would be, the enjoyment 
of your company, which I hope you will 
not long withold from me. I have till 
many improvements to make, for during 
my ſtay at Berlin, I could only think of 
thoſe that were moſt neceſſary. 

I tenderly embrace my dear ſiſter, and 
ſhall never ceaſe to be, Your, &c. 


[' 2160 1 
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LETTER. XV. 
To M. von Stuven, at Brunſwick. 


Treben, Auguſt 12, 1755, 


ICERO, in praiſe of ſtudys, ſays 

with great reaſon ; © That they are 
« of uſe in every condition of life ; our 
< companions in the country, in the 
ce town, at court; the pleaſur of man- 
hood, and. the ſolace of age.” I find 
the truth of this by experience ; for plea- 
ſant as my ſituation is, and as much pains 
as I take to improve it, and to fix its 


produce on a ſolid foundation, yet are all 


theſe various avocations inſufficient, fully 

to employ my thoughts. N 
To fill that vacancy, therefore, hich 
there is in my mind, I inceſſantly invoke 
the Muſes; without whoſe aid it would 
be 1mpoſlible for me to remain contented 
here: 


6 
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here: and theſe coy ladys have deignd to 


hear my entreatys, and frequently to viſit 


me, for four hours together, in my clo- 


ſet: but they treat me, however, like a 
peaſant, and do not vouchſafe to beſtow 
on me any of thoſe ſublime ideas, thoſe 
rapturous images, thoſe delicate ſenti- 
ments, and refined ſubtiltys, with which 
they ſtore the minds of their favorits who 
live in the great world, and breathe the 
court air; but to me they have aſſignd a 
laborious taſk; where wit is uſeleſs, and 


where metaphor, and allegory, the anti- 
theſis, the epigrammatic turn, the para- 


dox; and every decoration of modern 
ſtyle, would be impertinent; a dry and 
tedious inquiry after truth: in a word, 


they have enjoind me-to write a fyſtema- 


tical treatiſe on the art of government, and 
to give it the title of, Political Inſtitutes, 
You will eafily imagin what earneſt 
employment this work affords me, ſome- 
times by "tracing in my own mind the 


true foundation of ſtate maxims; ſome- 
times 
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times by ſearching the works of thoſe 


who have wrote on the different branches 
of government; and ſometimes by poring 
over an old regiſter of remarks and re- 
flections, on the various excellencys or 
defects of thoſe whom J have ſeen at the 
helm of different ſtates; and which has 
been the work of my whole life. And 
yet I know not if after all this labor, my 
performance will be worthy of public 
regard: my genius, however, conſtantly 
whiſpers in my ear: Go on, you cannot 
* employ your leiſure hours to better pur- 
r | 

When I am not in my cloſet, I am 
employd in looking after my workmen, 
my cattle, my lands, my woods, my gar- 
den, or my fiſhery : or in conſulting with 
my ſteward ; examining his accounts, and 
making the neceſſary diſpoſitions for the 
futur. At noon we make a regular coun- 
try meal; after which I apply again to 


buſineſs; but when the clock ſtrikes five, 


all is over; and we then divert ourſelves 
| with 
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with walking or riding, with play or a 


concert; and. we ſcarce paſs an evening 


without having one, and frequently a 
number of friends, at our ſupper. 
By the vicinity of Altenburg, for the 


diſtance is not more than three miles, we 


are intimately acquainted with its princi- 


pal - inhabitants: the road to it lies in a 
ſtraight line, and is borderd on each fide 
by a ſtately range of lime trees. Alten- 


burg is full of noble familys, the more 


conſiderable - of which make a ſplendid. 


appearance. At the aſſembly there I have 
ſeen more than ſixty perſons of rank: 
bur the family which 1s the greateſt orna- 
ment of this city, and which would be a 
great ornament to any city, is that of the 
chancellor von R 
the character of this greatly reſpectable 


magiſtrate, this ſagacious ſtateſman, this 


virtuous and - amiable citizen; or to de- 


icribe the graces. of his lady, or the charms. 
of his daughters, tho my deſcriptions 
were ſtrictly juſt, you would imagin that 


Vol., II. 1 I had 
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I had copyd after ſome characters in ro- 


mance, or at beſt, that prejudice had 
ſeduced me to flattery, Our familys are 
frequently. together, and in their company 
I find one of the moſt valuable enjoyments 
of life. | 

When the weather is quite fine, we ge 
to Haſelbach. There we get into the 
bark, and while we enjoy the refreſhing 
breeze, or amuſe ourſelves with play, our 
helmſman conducts us round the whole 
lake; and we have frequently the pleaſure 
to ſee the carp ſpring up by the ſide of 
our bark, and promis a plentiful fiſhery | 
in the coming autumn, 

N we make in our 
own lands are attended with peculiar ad- 
vantages, which afford us no inconſidera- 
ble pleaſur: we become thereby every 
day better acquainted with our own eſtate ; 


- obſerve what is defective, and prepare 


for the neceſſary improvements; or in- 
dulge our taſte in making ſuch alterations 


as contribute at once to uſe and beauty. 


Every 


kh. at 
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Every feaſon is attended by its own 


labor, and its own pleaſur. The coun- 
try life is by no means ſo uniform as the 


inhabitants of a city imagin : even winter 


has its delights; and this perhaps is the 
ſeaſon, when the economy of agriculture- 
is practiſed to the moſt advantage: the 
farmer then opens his granarys, and, by 
the ſale of the produce of his lands, he 
fills his coffers ;- the cattle that are then 
ſtalld demand a particular attention; the 
tools of the laborers - are to be repaird 
againſt the approaching ſpring ; he thraſhes 


out his corn, and enjoys the fruits of his 
labor. The country gentleman is then 
more cloſely attachd to his family ; they 


paſs the evening hours in reading, at play, 
or with muſic : or-ſeated on his ſledge, 
he flys over the ſurface of the ſnow, and 
makes ſhort and quick journeys to the 
adjacent city, to his neighbours, or to 


the remote parts of his own eftate : and, 


wherever he goes, freedom till attends 


him, and enlivens all his pleaſures : and 


I 2 this 
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this is by no means a trifling advantage, 


which the inhabitants of the country en- 
joy over thoſe of the city, who are conti- 


nually ſubject to a thouſand conſtraints. 


I had almoſt forgot to tell you, my dear 


brother, that I have met here with a pain- 


ter of great merit; and as I made ſome 
progreſs in this art in my youth, I have, 
under the auſpices of my Apelles, again 
applyd myſelf to the pencil, and have 
painted ſome landſcapes in oil, which, be- 
ſide affording me a pleaſing amuſement, 
ferve to ornament my houſe. 

This country life, I readily confeſs, can 
have no charms for the avaricious or enter- 
priſing man; nor for the courtier, intoxi- 
cated with the favor of a prince, and with 
the pomp and buſtle of the great world; 
nor for the coquette, who places the 
chief happineſs of life, in being ſur— 
rounded by a ſwarm of ſenſeleſs admirers, 
who are faſt bound in her lovely treſſes, 
and inceſſantly complain of her cruel 


charms; nor for an Adonis, who forms 


his 


— — — endo. a 
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his life after the character of ſome hero of 


romance, and is in daily purſuit of a 
freſh conqueſt, that he may drag in tri- 
umph at his chariot wheels. No, the fools 
have but a bad time of it, in the country: 

but he whoſe mind has the leaſt tincture 
of philoſophy, here triumphs over all the 
vanitys of life; and enjoys that ſweet re- 
poſe, in which the wiſe man finds ſuch 

ſenſible and laſting -__ 
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To the Counteſs of B* *, born 


Counteſs of ATT; at Leipſig. 


Treben, Dec. 1 6, 1755s 


0 U R excellent heart, Made can - 
not but be greatly affected with the 
fate of the wretched inhabitants of Liſbon. 


Surely, never was calamity greater, than 
I 3 that 
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that which has befell this ſo lately flouriſh- 
ing city ; and never were any people more 


_ worthy of commiſeration. All accounts 


from thence are ſo full of horrors, de- 
{cribe the dreadful agitations of the earth, 
in ſuch lively colors, that it is ſcarce poſ- 
fible on reading them to refrain from 
tears. : f 

Can the ſtrongeſt imagination conceive 
a more tremendous ſcene, than to behold, 
ſo vaſt a quantity of beautiful buildings, 
and immenſe riches, buryd in ruins, or de- 
ſtroyd by the flames; ſo many thouſands 
of human beings hurld in a moment into 
miſery; wounded, maimd, cruſhd, ſuffo- 
cated. Diſtracted mothers claſping their 
children to the breaſt, eager to ſave them, 
and inſtantly ſwallowd up by the earth. 
Women in the fulneſs of ſorrows, bringing 
forth children in the highways. The ſick 
and the wounded in the agonys of death 


in the public ſtreets. On every ſide the 


crys and groans of the dying, and the la- 


mentations of thoſe who having loſt all 


their 
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their ſubſtance, fly to ſave their lives. 
Wherever the eye turns, it is terrifyd by 
the ſight of dead bodys. Every ſtep is 
attended by danger, horror, death, and all 
that human nature abhors, 
In a heart ſo full of ſenſibility as yours, 
Madam, ſuch images as theſe, muſt neceſ- 
farily make the deepeſt impreſſions, To 
have delicate ſenſations is certainly an ex- 
cellence, but it is an excellence that is 
attended with much anxiety : for if the 
doctrin of M. Maupertuis be true, that 
the adverſitys of life are more in number 
than the proſperitys, a heart like yours, in 
the courſe of human events, muſt ſuffer 
more pains, than it can enjoy pleaſures *. 
I hold myſelf therefore, bound in duty to 
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Such doctrins as theſe, which are ſometimes 
blurted by writers of eminence, are capable of 
doing no ſmall miſchief; and the more, as by their 
nature it is perhaps, as impoſſible for the reader to 
prove them to be falſe, as it is for the writer to 
prove them to be true: and to what do ſuch doc - 
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endeavour to turn your ſight from ſo dread- 
ful a ſcene. 
Have recours, Madam, to thoſe conſole. 


176 


tions which reaſon as well as religion afford. 


Among the many deplorable circumſtances 
that have attended this direful cataſtrophe, 
there is one however that adminiſters ſome 
comfort; which is, to ſee the deſtind victims 
of the inquiſition freed from their confine- 
ment; the walls of their horrid priſon fall 
down, the monſters that guard them are 
thrown to the earth, their chains are taken 


off, they are freed from their terrors, and 


regain their liberty: fo true it 1s that the 
greateſt misfortunes are ſtill attended by 
fome lucky circumſtance. 

You take me, Madam, for a greater 


_, Philoſopher than I am, when you deſire 


that I would explain to you the caule of 


earthquakes, for that lies buryd in the 


— — 


trins tend ? Manifeſtly to make that querulous 


creature man, much more ſo; to increaſe a gloomy, 


deſponding, unthankful, and therefore, impious 


diſ. Pons 


abyſs 
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abyſs of obſcurity, and it is not for me to 
preſume to explore it. The conjectures 


of the philoſophers are perhaps as wide 
from the truth, as the fictions of the poets : 


the laſt, however, entertain by their ſingu- 
larity. One of theſe would perſuade us in 
good earneſt, that it was ſome mighty 
giant, one of the Titans perhaps, whom 
Jupiter buryd under the rocks that are 
waſhd by the Tagus, who then heavd 
himſelf to take breath. Another tells us, 
that the earth is one vaſt animal, which 
floats in the air, and that we have the 
honor to be the animalcules which- crawl 
about him; and that this ſame animal is, 
in ſome reſpects, formd like us poor 


— 


” 
— aa 


* Notwithſtanding what is here ſaid, we cannot 


conceive it poſſible, for a perſon of our authors ge- 
neral knowledge, to be ignorant of what is univer- 
ſally allowd to be the common cauſe of earth- 


quakes: we are much more inclined to think, that 


he was too polite, when writing to a lady, to enter 
into a dry, philoſophic diſquiſition; and the face- 
tious turn he gives to the ladys inquiry, 7 


juſtifys this opinion. 
mortals, 
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mortals, and ſometimes ſubject to con- 
vulſive diſorders. 

Should you aſk the proteſtant poets, 
they would tell you that Belzebub was the 
cauſe; who ſought to open a vulcano in 
the middle of Liſbon, to overthrow that 
court which is ſo unjuſtly calld the Holy 
Inquiſition, and to take its judges into his 
own territorys, and there reward them for 
tyranniſing over the conſciences of man- 
kind. I, who acknowledge my ignorance in 
theſe matters, am inclined to take the mid- 
way betwixt theſe philoſophers and poets; 
but ſtill believe that Satan, whois the author 
of all evil, was at the bottom of this; and 
that it was he who was the cauſe of all the 
calamitys the poor Portugueſe have ſuf- 
ferd. In fact, you will find that it was on 
a holy feſtival that this commotion which 
made our whole hemiſphere tremble, hap- 
pend : for theſe earthquakes are conta- 
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gious; the public papers bring accounts 
of them from all parts; ſcarce a ſpot in 


Europe, how ſmall ſoe ver, that does not 
complain 


LER A : '2as 
complain of terrible agitations : and yet 
I do aſſure you very ſeriouſly, Madam, 
that in Altenburg we had not the leaſt 
ſymptom of this general diforder ; not a 
{ſingle perſon amongſt us, was known to 
take an involuntary jump. If therefore you 
do not think yourſelf perfectly fecure in 
your palace at Leipſig, I conjure you, 
Madam, to take refuge in my hut at 
Treben. 

There are in your noiverſity three pro- 
feſſors for whom I have the higheſt eſteem, 
and thoſe are, Meſſieurs Gottſched, Gel- 
lert, and Chriſty Try to make them of 
your party. Of Madam Gottſched I ſhall 
ſay nothing, as I perſuade myſelf you can 
ſcarce travel without her : ſhe is the lady, 
whom, after yourſelf, of all the world, I 
honor and admire the moſt: to all the 
charms of your ſex, ſhe joins that ſuperior 
ſtrength of mind, which is aſcribed, I 
know not if by reproach or flattery, to 
ours: her writings, eſpecially her 0 


afford me infinit pleaſure. 


6 Let 
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Let all theſe ſwans of our Pleiſſe, come 
under your protection to the floor of Tre- 
ben. They will find the air and the wa- 
ter ſtill the ſame; they will enjoy the 
ſame river that flows by Leipſig, and has 
there the virtues of Hippocrene ; which 
it ſtill preſerves till ir paſſes under my 
bridge, where it grows ſomewhat weaker ; 
ſo that I fear to mix it with my wine, leſt 
it ſhould lower my poetic vein. 

One of my parſons, who by virtue of his 
office 1s my prophet, and is deeply ſkilld 
in diſtinguiſhing in the Kalendar the lucky 
from the unlucky days; aſſures me, that 
it is not impoſſible, but that about Chriſt- 
mas, there may be another earthquake at 
Liſbon; therefore, Madam, for your own 
ſafety, and to my great joy, come and paſs 
that time with us. My wife tells me, that 
ſhe can make ſix good beds, for her learn- 
ed viſitors. If the froſt ſhould be fixd, 
you can come in three hours to Treben, 
for the road will be as ſmooth as a mirror; 


and Meſſieurs the profeſſors cannot attend 
you, 
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you, at any other time. We have every 
day, variety of « company from Altenburg, 
who return in the evening by the light of 
torches 7h 
They tell me, Madam, that you amuſe 
yourſelf with drawing and painting ; that 


you are forming a very valuable cabinet of 


medals and curioſitys: and that you have 
made an amazing progreſs in every branch 
of polite literature. When to thoſe pleaſ- 
ing gifts which you enjoy from nature, you 
add ſo many of the accompliſhments of art, 


what man ſhall preſume to rival you ? Of 
all theſe ſubjects, and of a thouſand others, 
I long to talk with you; but I will not ſay 


a word of them here, that I may the 
ſooner have the pleaſur of ſeeing - you; 
beſide, my letter is already too long, and 
I burn with impatience to aſſure you in 


perfon, of that _— eſteem with which 


Jam,, 1 
Madam, your, &c. ; 
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LETTER XLVE" 


To M. Pajon, Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, and Preacher at the French 
Church at Leipſig. 


Treben, September 20, 1756. 


HAVE juſt met with a very uncom- 
mon incident, of which I cannot forbear 


to acquaint you. We have had, for ſome 


time paſt, rumors of wars, as well from 
the Pruſſian army, as in the dominions 
of the empreſs, queen of Hungary; and I 
have remarkd by the march of ſeveral re- 


giments that were gariſond in this coun- 


try, thro the lands of my ſiſter-in-law, 
and in other parts, that the Saxon troops 


were in motion. By my ſituation in life 


I am enabled to look on the quarrels of 
kings, and the commotions of the world, 
with 
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with great indifference : ſo that I ſcarce 
ever read the Gazette with attention; and 
to ſay the truth, the Gazette ſcarce ever 
contains any thing worthy of attention. 
My days, therefore, have hitherto paſsd 
peacefully. and unconcerndly. 


On Saturday laſt, I took a walk to my 
fiſhery at Hafelbach, in company with a 


friend who came to viſit me, and my ſe- 


cretary. About ſeven in the evening we 


found ourſelves at the end of the great 
lake, which is near to Regis, a ſmall town 
in the electorate of Saxony; when our ears 
were at once ſtruck, as with thunder, by 
the roaring of a drum, that beat three 
times to arms; and immediately after we 
heard the ſound of the Pruſſian retreat. I 
confeſs to you, Sir, that I was greatly 
aſtoniſnd; and we all three remaind, for 
ſome time, motionleſs. The reflection 
that there was no Saxon gariſon in this 
town, increasd our ſurprize, and we could 
not conceive it poſſible, for the Pruſſian 


troops to have tranſported themſelves into 


the middle of Saxony, 5 
2 
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My companions determind to go to 
Regis, that they might examin the matter 
more nearly, and I returnd very leiſurely 
to Haſelbach. It was three hours before 
they came back, and then full of aſtoniſh- 
ment. In ſhort, when they came to the 
gates of the town, they found two Pruſ- 
ſian centinels, by whom they were taken 
priſoners, and conducted to the com- 
mander of the regiment of infantry that 
was quarterd in the town; who by good 
fortune happend to be general Kleiſt, with 


whom I had the honor to be intimately 


acquainted at Magdeburg, and who is 
in fact, one of my very good friends. 
He was ſurpriſed when he heard that 
I was ſo near him; ſet the two priſon- 
ers immediately at liberty; and ſent me 
a handſom preſent of veniſon, with his 
compliments, expreſſing great concern 
that he could not ſee me, but that he was 
totally engaged in preparing for his march 


the next morning by day break. I im- 
mediately returnd him my compliments, 


and 


my cellar. | 

From that day the A country 
has ſwarmd with Pruſſian troops: but 
they have been like a flood that paſſes 
without any bad conſequence. His illuſ- 
trious highneſs prince Ferdinand of Brunſ- 
wick, at the head of a column, lay one 


night at Borna, which is but a ſhort diſ- 


tance from hence ; of which I was thea 
ignorant, or ſhould have done myſelf the 
honor to have waited on his highneſs. It 


is .faid that theſe military gentry are go- 
ing againſt Dreſden ; but it feems uncer- 


tan whether they will enter Saxony or Bo- 
hemia. God grant that they may go far 
from hence! for the found of war is fo 


hateful to my ears, that I would fly to 


the utmoſt parts of the earth to avoid it. 
I entreat you, my dear paſtor, to let me 
know what paſſes at Leipſig; for it is not 
likely that you can be quite free from this 
general commotion. I wiſh 2 very 
| 5 . hear: 
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and a good part of the beſt wine J had in 
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heartily, continual health, and deſire at 


all times to be rememberd in your holy 


ſupplications. 


A --- -M- -- -M- r- M- -- ü- Ar -E. 


LETTER n. 
To M. Pajon, at Leipſig. 


Treben, May 4, 1756. 


Send you theſe few lines, to let you 

know that I am ſtill alive. I have 
been the greateſt part of this winter in 
Chemnitz, where his roial highneſs prince 
Ferdinand, had quarterd his regiment. 
There I paſsd my time very agreeably, 
with good company of both ſexes, a good 
table, good wine, concerts, aſſemblys; 


but above all, a moſt gracious prince, 


who applys with the greateſt aſſiduity to 
buſineſs, is continually loading us with his 
favors, and contributing by all poſſible 


means to our diverſions, I had, at that 
town, 
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town, the pleaſur of ſeeing the noble ca- 
binet of his excellency general Wilſter, 
which contains the moſt complete collec- 
tion of ſhells, petrifications, marbles, 
pebbles, and precious ſtones, of any in 
Europe. 

His roial highneſs W ſent for me 
to Lauterbach; and from thence I went 
with the column under the command of 
prince Morris of Anhalt, to Obornplanitz, 
which lies on the borders of Bohemia; 
and met neither Pandure, nor any other 
enemy by the way. In the interims of 
theſe journeys I have contracted a very in- 
timate friendſhip with lieutenant general 
Pennavaire, commander of the carabi- 
neers; and M. Schmettau, colonel of that 
regiment. They have paſsd the winter in 
my neighbourhood, and we have mutually 
contributed every thing poſſible, to each 
others entertainment. 

All theſe ſons of Mars have now left 
this country, and are gone to Bohemia, 


where che campaign 1s * O! may 
this 
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this war be ſtill far diſtant from our bor. 


ders! I ceaſe not day and night to cry 


out; Da pacem, -Domine ! in diebus 


ce noſtris! Nor ſhall ever ceaſe to ' be, 


with the moſt earneſt affection, 


FFC 
LETTER XLVIII. 
To my Brother. 


Treben, Sept. 10, 1757. 


eſt brother, obliges me to leave Tre- 
ben, and to fly for refuge, into the arms of 
my family, at Hamburg. For that is al- 


moſt the only place in Germany, where 
the fiend of war does not extend his wrath: 
where the unfortunate fugitive can yet 
find an aſylum. I think to leave this place 


an the 13th of this month; and ſhall make 
; fen 


E E moſt cruel neceſſity, my dear- 


IT” —EBL 2 ax 
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mort ſtages, as I muſt take with me a 
wife and a tender infant. . I beg that you 
will provide me a dwelling that is decent, 
but by no means magnificent. As my 
ſudden reſolve might poſſibly ſurpriſe you, 
were I not to acquaint you with the mo- 
tives that induced me to it, I ſhall here 
give you, my dear brother, a ſhort, but 
juſt account, of that ſeries of misfortunes, 
which has attended me thro the courſe of 
this whole year. | 
It was on the day of Epiphing chat my 
troubles began. I was entertaining a few 
friends and myſelf with a little concert-in 
my hall, when on a ſudden I heard a piſtol 
go off, and the noiſe of an alarm in the 
| ſtreet. I immediately ran out and found 
my whole village filld with Pruſſian cara- 
bineers, and in the public houſe a dozen 
officers who had ſeizd on five of my pea- 
ſants for recruits. I was ſenſibly touchd 
with this accident; but there was no re- 
medy : it was to no purpoſe to expoſtulate 
with force of arms, However, I ſent my 
; ſecretary, 
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ſecretary, early next morning, to general 


Pennavaire, with heavy complaints. That 


| worthy old officer gave me, it is true, 


all poſſible relief, by immediately ſet- 
ting my tenants at liberty, who were 
almoſt dead with cold ; for that night the 
froſt was ſo intenſe, that it froſe the 
ſtones in the ſtreet. I had likewiſe the 
ſatisfaction by this accident, to become 
acquainted with many worthy officers of 
this regiment, beſide colonel Schmettau. 
But the misfortune, however, was not eaſi- 
ly repaird ; for the fright and vexation 
had ſeizd me ſo ſtrongly, that I did not re- 
cover my health for a long time after. 


In the month of March, when by the 


firſt thaw, the ice that coverd the rivet 
broke, my miller came running out of 
breath, and intreated me to come inſtant- 
ly to his aſſiſtance; for that the wear 
which drives my mill that is on the Pleiſſe, 
was in great danger. I ran immediately 
thither, and was followd by all my tenants, 


_ armd with long poles and iron hooks, to 


attack 
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attack the ice: but alas ! it was not for huz 
man power to contend with the violence 
of the ſtream, I ſaw mountains of ice 
come ruſhing down, like a mighty tor- 
rent, with ſuch irreſiſtible force, as in leſs 
than a minute drove the wear before my 
eyes, like a wiſp of ſtraw; notwithſtand- 


ing the united efforts of more than a hun- 


dred men, who ſtood on the borders of 


the river, uſing every poſſible method to 


reſiſt its fury. It coſt me a very conſider- 
able ſum, to repair the damages of this 
_ unlucky hour, 

After the bittle of Collin in Bohemia, 
we were inceſſantly haraſsd by ſtragling 
ſoldiers, and detachd corps, whoſe boiſter- 
bus behaviour was altogether inſupport- 
able; not a day paſsd without fome freſh 
inſult. At the ſame time my wife nearly 


approachd the hour of parturition ; and to 


thoſe terrors which ſhe continually ſufferd, 
I aſcribe the misfqrtune of her bringing a 
dead child into the world. I leave you to 
imagin how much this unfortunate event 
added to our diſtreſs. Eight 
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in the afternoon, a dreadful fire broke out, 
in the village of Treben; and in the ſpace 
of four hours, thirty-three buildings, as 
well houſes as barns and ſtables, were de- 
ſtroyd, notwithſtanding the engines were 
at hand, and all poſſible diligence exerted, 


to ſubdue the violence of the flames. It 
added greatly to this misfortune, that it 


happend at the end of harveſt, when all 
the barns were filld with corn, The fire 
broke into the houſe that was directly op- 
polite to the windows of the chamber 
where my wife lay, -and the horror of the 
ſight drove her to the brink of diſtraction. 
And what ſtill greatly augmented this mis- 
fortune was, that one of our preachers, 


M. Winkler, a very learned and amiable. 


man, and in whoſe converſation I found 
one of the greateſt comforts of life ; who, 
while he was aſſiſting me, in removing my 
library, at the hazard of loſing his own, 


was ſtruck ſpeechleſs by terror, ſunk to 


the ground, and died in the arms of my 


| ſervant. : „ Imagin 


Eight days after this fatal birth, at five 


thi 
pre 


the 


lon 


IL E TT ER XLVIIL 29g 

Imagin to yourſelf what miſery I ſuf- 
ferd at that moment; my whole village in 
flames, my wife in danger and diſtreſs, my 
paſtor and my friend dead before my 
eyes, my child in agonys, ſcreaming in the 
arms of its nurſe, all my tenants running 
here and there, wild with terror and deſ- 
pair for the loſs of all their ſubſtance, the 
crys and groans of thoſe who came to our 
aſſiſtance, the anxiety that I was in to ſave 
my own houſe, and the endeavours that 
1 was forced to exert to repel he fury of 
the flames: when I reflect on this dread- 
ful ſcene, I ſtill wonder that I did not fink | 
under the weight of ſuch a load of dif- 
man 

It was the ſtrength 3 of my houſe, 
and my barns and ſtables, which are all of 
hewn ſtone, that reſiſted the violence of 
the flames. God was graciouſly pleasd to 
preſerve theſe buildings, as well as the 
mills, the church, the parſonage houſes, 
the ſchools, and all the buildings that be- 
long to the church, from the rage of this 

V or. II. * conflagration. 
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conflagration. It is impoſſible for you to 
conceive, my dear brother, in how deplor- 
able a ſituation, the poor country people 
were the next day; we were obliged to 
provide them, even with food and clothing. 
A few days after, before we were well 
recoverd from the horror of this dreadful 
-ſcene, a new misfortune came upon us. 
The whole country of Altenburg was at 
once overrun by a numerous body of 
Huſars, Croats, and other light troops, 
of her majeſty the empreſs queen, under 
the command of general Laudon. It 
ſeemd as if theſe troops, wherever they 
came, multiplyd immediately : they were 
ſeen at once in every corner of the coun- 
try ; not a village was free from them : at 
Treben, the hular regiment of Spleni, and 
a detachment of the regiment of Gichini, 
took up their quarters among the ruins of the 
fire. The officers were all impatient for a 
refreſhment. I was then at Haſelbach, 
but ſent my cook immediately, to prepare 
them a ſupper, with which they were high- 
1 80 47 TW 
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ly pleasd, and conceivd an opinion of me 
not a little to my advantage. 
I ſlept that night at Haſelbach, and 
truly to my great good fortune : for the 
ſame evening his majeſty the king of Pruſ- 
ſia, and his highneſs prince Henry, fixd 
their head quarters at Roſa, a ſmall town 
about fix miles diſtant ; and hearing that 
I was ſo near, were deſirous of ſeeing me: 
the prince therefore ſent two peaſants with 
a billet, that was wrote with a pencil, and 
open : had this paper fallen into the hands 
of the Auſtrian officers, all had been loſt; 
but by uncommon good fortune, the meſ- 
ſenger paſsd unnoticed, thro the midſt of 
the piquets, and at one in the morning, 
knockd hard at my gate, crying out, that 
he came from the king of Pruſſia. I was 
in my firſt ſleep, and was greatly ſurpriſed 
at the noiſe, not being able to conceive the 
cauſe: but when I red the billet, I was 
immediately ſenſible of the danger I ſhould 
run, by ſending an anſwer in writing; I 


therefore threw it directly into the "bs. 
L. 2 and 
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and ſaid to the meſſenger : © That great 


eas my deſire was, to wait on his majeſty 


ce and his roial highneſs, yet it was impol- 


« ſible for me at that time; for that I was 


* ſurrounded by two thouſand imperial 
* huſars, who would not ſuffer me to go 
« a ſtep from my houſe.” And by this 


caution I avoided all futur danger. 


Early the next morning I went to Tre- 
ben, and waited on colonel C-—, who 
had the command of this detachment, and 
whom I found to be a very amiable gen- 
tleman; a perſon of noble appearance, 


and a moſt humane and polite officer: his 


complaiſance had prevented him from fix- 


ing his quarters in the manſion houſe, 


and he contented himſelf with a ſmall 
chamber in the chief rangers lodge. He 
receivd me in the moſt friendly manner, 
and we ſoon became intimate. I invited 


him and all his officers, to dine with me 


the ſame day. This dinner provd highly 
agreeable, and was attended with many 
mutual civilitys; the chaplain of this 
"op regiment 
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regiment, who is a very pleaſant compa- 
nion, entertaind us highly, eſpecially my 
little boy, who was delighted with his ca- 
reſſes; and by theſe means we were treat- 
ed by all, even the loweſt huſar, with 
civility. 2 1 85 a 

During colonel C——'s ſtay at Treben, 
with whom I contracted a real friendſhip; 
he obliged all his troops to obſerve ſtrict 
diſcipline; but as they were cloſe preſsd 
by the Pruſſian huſars of the Zeckeliſchen 
regiment, they were obliged to retire be- 
hind Altenburg. The retreat of theſe 
troops was quite ſudden; but before they 
went, the colonel ſaid to me; * Sir, I have 
* done all that was in my power to protect 
ce you; another may come who may not 
& be ſo well diſpoſed; you run great 
ce riſk of being ſuſpected by both partys: 
« T conjure you therefore, to leave this 
country immediately, and ſeek ſome 
* place of ſafety.” I thankd him very 
heartily for his advice, and nn de- 


termind to follow it. 
K 1 I know 


OTE 


z IC IP 
d pI 


we LETTER XVLA. 


I know of no place more ſafe than my 
native country; you will ſee me there- 
fore in a few days in Hamburg, where 
I hope for the pleaſure of embracing you, 
my dear brother, and preſenting you my 
wife, and my ſon; and of talking more 
particularly with you, of all my paſt 
misfortunes z in the mean time, fare- 
well *. | 8. 


— 2 


» =. 


* 'This letter affords a ſtriking contraſt to the 43d 
and 44th, and ſhows the weakneſs of placing our 
happineſs on any of the external enjoyments of this 
life, even on thoſe which are by their nature, the 
moſt innocent, the moſt laudable, and E 
of all others. 
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To the Lady Chancellor von R#*#* My 
at Altenburg. 


8 Of. 4, 1757» 
T was not poſſible, Madam, to make 


a haſty journey with a wife' and a 
child; and beſide, we were obliged to 
make a large circuit to avoid the different. 
troops, who made the road we were 


to travel very inſecure. We paſsd thro 


Leipſig, Wittenberg, Brandenburg, Rup- 


pin, Rheinſberg, Lenzen, and Boitzen- 


burg. At Lenzen we were near being 


ſurpriſed by the French, who enterd the 


town a few hours after we left it. At 


laſt, after a journey of ten days, our 


guardian angel brought us ſafe to Ham- 


burg. Here I already find that I breath 


more freely; for here reign fair peace and 
K 4 pleaſure 
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pleaſure ; two of the greateſt bleſſings chat 
Providence has beſtowd on poor mortal 


man: I am now, more than ever, ſenſible 


of their worth, as he that is juſt recoverd 
from a fit of painful diſeaſe, finds more 
ſenſibly the value of health. 

A life of eaſe and pleaſure has made me 
forget a number of ſingularitys, that are 
to be met with in the manners and cuſ- 
toms of a republic. Every advantage in 
life is attended with ſome inconvenience, 
The behaviour and converſation of a ct- 
tizen, who is buſyd with his traffic, muſt 
neceſſarily be very different from thoſe of 
a courtier, who is practisd in the refined 
policy that ſurrounds a throne : but per- 


' haps the intrinſic worth, the integrity and 


ſincerity of the former, may outweigh that 
pomp and ſplendor, thoſe painted charms 
which the latter throws into the ballance : 


tho it muſt be confeſsd that the different 


manners of theſe different ranks of men, 
afford pleaſures that are by no means equal; 


and certainly the ſuperior pleaſures of 


CONVETr- 
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converſation, conſtitute a very eſſential 
part of the happineſs of lite, 

Nothing is more ſurpriſing than to ſee 
how much the different ranks of men deſ- 


Piſe each other, and on what whimſical 


opinions this contempt is founded. The 
uſurer will tell you that it is better to 
lend on pledges than to lend at all. The 
tradeſman who lays his hand on his iron- 
cheſt, thinks that he has much better rea- 
ſon to entertain a good opinion of himſelf 
and his profeſſion, than. the gentleman, 
who founds his mighty importance on a 
ſcroll of parchment. 


The man of rank, who: boaſts of the 


merit of his anceſtors, imagins himſelf to 
be formd of very different materials from 
the cit; and regards him as a middle be- 
ing, betwixt the gentleman and the mere 
animal; and as far as he can, treats him 
accordingly. The man of traffic, on the 
contrary, from the midſt of his wealthy 
merchandiſe, caſts a contemptuous glance 


on the neceflitous gentleman, who fears to 
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debaſe his nobility by an honourable com- 
merce, and is compelld to be the ſlave of a 
prince, and to act the part that he com- 
mands: to ſell his blood to purchaſe the 
neceſſarys of life; or in the drudgery of 
a cabinet, to proſtitute his ability, his in- 
tegrity, and peace of mind, to the ca- 
price of his maſter. Now if theſe reflec- 
tions be juſt, they are both beggars, and 
the importance they reſpectively aſſume, 
exiſts no where but in their imaginations : 
it may be ſaid of the one as well as the 
other; *All is vanity, for it is vanity that 
e blindeth the eyes.” Every active condi- 
tion in life, notwithſtanding; all ſervitude, 
all honeſt traffic, is uſeful to ſociety, and 
conſequently reſpectable : it is idleneſs 
alone that makes the wretch. | 
There is, however, a rank of men, who 
are truly deſpicable, and of whom there 
are here many examples: and ſuch are 
they, who are borne on the wings of Mer- 
cury to the pinnacle of the temple of For- 


tune; and who, without taſte, ſpirit, or 
a 
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knowledge of the great world, aſſume the 


importance, and imitate the magnificence 


of thoſe who are placed in the higheſt em- 


ployments of the ſtate; but ignorant of 
the arts of life, with the beſt meaning in 
the world, they are continually commit- 
ting the groſſeſt abſurditys: like thoſe 
heavy dancers on the ſtage, who uſe every 
' poſſible mean to excite the attention of 


the public, to their own prejudice. There 


is a kind of ruſt that conſtantly adheres to 


the beſt poliſhd inſtruments in a repub- 
lic, to which, however, a wiſe man pays 
little regard ; it is a ruſt moreover, that is 


frequently worn off by much uſe. 
I ſhould rejoice to ſee you here, Madam. 
for it would afford me great pleaſur, to 


join with you, in remarking on the variety 


of ſubjects that this city preſents; and you 
would have the ſatisfaction of enjoying in 


Hamburg, all that nature can produce, 


and the ſea can convey. 


I have the honor to be, Madam, your, &c. 
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LETTER L 
To the Lady Chancellor von R * * *. 


Hamburg, July 4, 1758. 


the prince of Pruſſia is no more; 


and if I could have died of grief, his 


death would certainly have markd the 
period of my life: never was any afflic- 
tion more juſtly founded : admiration, re- 


verence, gratitude, have jointly opend 
Mm my heart a ſource of tears, that time 


will never totally exhauſt, Had you 


known this prince, Madam, you would 


have freely mixd your tears with mine. 


In the orations that have been pro- 


nounced on this occaſion, in every church 
of Berlin, all the powers of eloquence 


have been exhauſted, in commemorating 


one of the greateſt men, and the moſt 


amiable. 


ES. Madam, it is but too true, that 


8 


SO © — my 
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amiable princes, with which the Divine 
Providence ever bleſsd mankind. Thoſe 
remarkable words of Moſes, to the peo- 


ple of Iſrael, on his going up to mount 


Horeb, were ufed on this occaſion : *I 
c leave this earth, but God will be at 
all times with you.“ But as theſe ora- 
tions may not come to your hands, and as 
few perſons have known this incompar- 
able prince ſo well as myſelf, permit me, 
Madam, to attempt a deſcription of his 
virtues; that my hand may likewiſe ſtrew 
a few flowers on his grave, and that this 
letter may be conſecrated to his precious 
memory. Flattery can here have no place, 
for the deſire to pleaſe him, whom I wiſh 
to celebrate, can no longer exiſt : the love 


of truth alone ſhall direct my pen, every 


other deſire is buryd with my hero in the 
grave. | h 
Auguſtus William, the third fon of Fre- 
deric William, and of Sophia Dorothy, a 
princeſs of Great Britain, was born at Berlin, 
on the gth of Auguſt, 1722. As the firſt 


born 
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born ſon of the late king died almoſt in 


the cradle, that great prince who now ſo 
gloriouſly wields the Pruſſian ſceptre, was, 


by virtue of his birth, exalted to the rank 


of prince roial; and Auguſtus William 
made a near advance to the throne. 

Tho this prince were in a manner born 
in purple, yet the dignity of his birth did 
not in the leaſt debaſe the goodneſs of his 
heart. The ſevere manners of the king 


his father, drove from the roial family, 


and from the court, that deceitful pomp 
which dazzles the eye, and debauches 


the mind of a young prince; nor was 
ſneaking Flattery, on his bended knees, 
permitted to approach the children of this 


monarch, and to infe& them with his inſi- 
dious poiſon. Perhaps that king, devot- 
ed to war, in the education of his chil- 


dren, carryd theſe principles, excellent in 


themſelves, too far. Perhaps prince Wil- 


liam never enjoyd the invaluable bleſſing 
of a wiſe preceptor. It may be, that thoſe 


military exerciſes which he had conſtantly 
before 
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before his eyes made too ſtrong an impreſſion 
on his mind; and perhaps he was taught to 
contemn thoſe other valuable endowments, 
without which the moſt proſperous hero 
can never become a great man. 

It was ſaid of Leibnitz, that he was ca- 
pable of attaining whatever he was ca- 
pable of deſiring; but prince William en- 

joyd that from his birth, which in Leib- 
nitz was the fruit of time and labor: with 
his firſt breath he drew in the ſeeds of all 
virtues; but theſe never ſprung up till af- 
ter the death of the late king. Then this 
prince ſaw, a beloved brother, a philoſo- 

phic hero, a favorit of the muſes, and a 
monarch worthy to be adored by his ſub- 
jects, fill the throne: and this great ex- 
ample was ſufficient to excite the nobleſt 
emulations in his mind. 

The ruling paſſion of this prince was a de- 
ſire of improvement; and a lively imagina- 
tion, a ſolid judgment, anda memory that was 
a ſtranger to fatigue; a chearful and even 
P diſpoſition, and an inclination ever 
ready 
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ready to embrace that which was right, were 


the characteriſticsof his head and of his heart. 
With ſuch happy abilitys it was no wonder 


that he ſoon attaind the fummit of human 


excellence. Ina few years he acquired that 
univerſal knowledge, which is neceſſary 
for every ſtation in life. No kind of uſe- 
ful ſcience could eſcape his reſearch ; and 
that knowledge which holy writ aſcribes 


to Solomon, might juſtly be aſcribed to 


him; for he knew all things, from the 
« cedar to the hyſſop that groweth upon 
s the wal.” 

In the hours of amuſement he practiſed 
the polite arts, when Apelles, as well as 
Orpheus, guided his hand : his favorit in- 
ſtrument was the baſe viol. He drew the 
deſigns for his palaces and gardens, with 
his own hand. He lovd the theatre, and. 
performd ſome of the moſt difficult charac- 
ters, with an eaſe and. propriety, which 
charmd every one that beheld him. 


Prince William was tall of ſtature, and 


there was a noble and graceful air that 
a accom- 
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. accompanyd all his actions. His features 
were regular and pleaſing, and ſtrongly ex- 
preſsd the excellent qualitys of his heart; 
for to compriſe a panegyric in one word, 
he had a heart full of ſenſibility, His 
eyes were piercing and captivating ; but he 
was ever. ready to ſacrifice love to friend- 
ſhip ; for never was a prince, never was a 
man more faithful to thoſe, whom from 
an intimate acquaintance, and a well 
grounded eſteem, he honord with the 
title of his friends: his affection for theſe 
neither abſence nor time could alter: and | 
were I not fearful that by praiſing this 
prince, I might be ſuſpected of a deſire to 
reflect reputation on myſelf, I would ſay, 
that to the end. of his life, he honord me 
with a ſeries of moſt ſenſible, witty and 
affectionate letters, 
This prince was conſtantly aol fre- 
quently liberal, but never profuſe. His 
furniture, his liverys, his table, his pri- 
vate pleaſures and public entertainments, 
were ever conſentaneous to the ſublime 
dignity of his nature. The 


— 
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I) he veins of prince William were filld 


with the heroic blood of his anceſtors, 


Valour was natural to him; but it was con- 
ſtantly conducted by prudence, He lovd 


war, and cultivated the knowledge of it 


as a ſcience, In time of peace he held 
with his brother prince Henry, a military 


correſpondence-: theſe two heros fuppoſed 


a rupture betwixt Pruſſia and ſome neigh- 


bouring power : each placed himſelf at the 
head of one of the adverſe partys; and by 
determining on the diſpoſitions that were 
proper to be made, exercifed their genius, 


their knowledge, and application. Theſe 


princes wrote each other every week two 
letters, which containd the alterations they 


had thought proper to make ; together with 
the plans of marches, encampments, bat- 
tles, ſieges, and other military operations; 


which, for the example of futur generals, 


were worthy to be wrote in letters of 


gold. | 
A ſhort time before the princes mar- 


riage, the king, who ſaw himſelf without 
children, 
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children, conferd on him the title of prince 
of Pruſſia; and in fact he ſeemd born to 


reign; for he had a much ſtronger capa- 


city to command, than diſpoſition to obey. 


He revered his anceſtors, and had an affec- 


tionate regard for his brothers and ſiſters. 
His children he admoniſhd in private; but 


a kind of falſe ſhame, prevented him from 
ſhowing a good part of that tender affec- 


tion which he bore them. His zeal for 
the honor of the crown of Pruſſia, and his 
love for the people, were without bounds. 


Tf 1 ſhould dare to mix a ſhade among fo 
many glowing colors, I would ſay, that 
this prince had too great a regard for 


the nobleman and the officer, and too lit- 
tle for thoſe who had real merit, but were 


not intitled to either of theſe diſtinctions. 


At the firſt addrefs, prince William was 
rather cool; but in his intimate conver- 


ſation he was refined, ſpirited, and even jo- 
coſe. I here recollect what the brighteſt 
genius, the ſoundeſt critic, and the moſt” 


celebrated of the French poets, has repeat- 


_ * to me: © Never have I known 


« any 
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*« any man make more ſolid reflections, 
© or propoſe more ſhrewd queſtions, 
e than the prince of Pruſſia. But for 


teſtimony ſtill far ſuperior, I refer you, 
Madam, to. the Dedication of the Me- 


moirs of the Houſe of Brandenburg. 


Frederic there places on the brows of 
his illuſtrious - brother, an immortal 
crown; the ornaments of which are not 
the work of fancy, but repreſentations 
of the beautiful productions of nature. 
After theſe teſtimonys, Madam, ſo glo- 
rious for the honor of the prince, and 
ſo expreſſive of the excellent heart of our 


| ſovereign, I ſhall not preſume to add 


the leaſt article; all that I can conceive. 
is containd in that ſtriking expreſſion of 
our monarch : « How happy am I, my dear 
< brother, to find ſo many virtues, in the 
<« neareſt and moſt dear of all relations ?” 

I conclude, therefore, with aſſuring you, 


Madam, of that profound reſpect with 


which I have the honor to be, &c. 
P. S. had forgot to tell you, Madam, 
that this moſt worthy prince about three 
weeks 
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weeks before his death, had fent me an 
invitation to paſs ſome time with him at 


Oranienburg: I was entirely ignorant of 


his illneſs, and in the midſt of a numerous 
company at Yerſbeck, when a ſervant of 
the houſe where I was, pronounced the 
dreadful tidings of the lofs of my illuſtri- 
trious patron, by crying out ſuddenly ; 
„Ol the prince of Pruſſia is dead! At 
that moment all the horrors of death came 
upon me; and even at this time I am 
ſcarce recoverd from the conſternation ; 
bur from the grief which this event has 
causd, never ſhall I be free. 
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To M. von Stuven, at Dr PN 


es Decemb. 20, 17592 


TOrvichſtanding that oppoſition, which 
the love of tranquillity, ſo natural 


to wy 2 has conſtantly urged, I 
have 
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have at laſt ſubmitted the merit of my Po- 
litical Inſtitutes, to be decided by the pub- 
lic voice. Mr. Goſſe, the younger, book- 
ſeller to the prince of Orange, one of the 
moſt candid and ingenious men I ever 
knew, has ſpared neither pain nor coſt, to 
produce in a ſhort time, an elegant and 
correct impreſſion. Tho I have wrote 


twenty times, to intreat him not to put 


me to the torture of the preſs: for to a 
man of ſenſibility the day of publication is 
a day of terrors ; his naked ſoul ſeems to 
be expoſed to the eyes of all the world ; 

when the moſt inſignificant reader aſſumes 


the authority of a dictator, inquires into 


all his faults, and pronounces judgment 
againſt him, 

So long as an author is in poſſeſſion of 
his manuſcript, he finds no want of confi- 
dence; but how timorous, how abaſhd, 


when the day arrives that is to expoſe him 


to the cenſure of all mankind. For my 
own part, I have more than common rea- 
ſon for concern; as I haye not only the 


difficultys 
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dificultys of the ſubject, but even of the 
language in which I write, to contend 
with. Diffident of my own ability, I place 
no ſmall dependance on the indulgence of 
my readers. The- motives that have in- 
duced me to undertake this work, and the 
novelty and utility of the ſubject, will at 
leaſt, produce me a favorable attention 
from the ſenſible and ingenuous part of 
mankind}; and it is theſe alone that I wiſh 
to pleaſe ; for thoſe who make a trade of 
criticiſm, who ſeek a ſubſiſtence by glean- 
ing the faults of others, I have a Juſk con- 
tempt. | 
In theſe expectations have the ſatis- 
faction to find, that I did not deceive my- 
ſelf; for not only the journaliſts and other 
periodical writers have mentiond my In- 
ſtitutes with commendation; but the 
greateſt part of thoſe ſovereign princes to 
whom I have preſented copys of this book, 
have rememberd, amidſt the ſplendor of 
their courts, a man, who for three years to- 
gether has been buryd in a corner of the 
world; 
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world; and have honord me with the 
moſt. flattering anſwers : of theſe I have 


made a ſmall collection, that perhaps 
my poſterity may not regard with indiffe- 
rence. The letters of theſe princes have 
been accompanyd with a munificence that 
affords the ſtrongeſt proof of their appro- 
bation : and as it has pleasd the Divine 
Providence to ſubject me to the calamitys 
of the laſt war, and to many other misfor- 
tunes, ſo the liberalitys of theſe princes, 
have placed me in ſuch a fituation, that 


I regard them, as marks of the dignity of 


ſentiment in the princes of the eighteenth 
century ; and as precious monuments of 
their efteem for the work of him, whoſe 
ſtudy it has been to enlarge the ſphere of 
uſeful ſcience. 

I am perſuaded, my dear brother, that 
you will not be diſpleasd to read ſome of 
thoſe letters which I have wrote on this 
occaſion, and the noble and benign an- 


fwers, that I have receivd : I therefore 


here ſend _ copys of them. I flatter my- 
ſelf 


LET T ER. III. 217 


ſelf that you receivd favorably what I late- 
ly ſent under a blank cover, as 1 was then 
ſo fully employd, that it was impoſſible 
for me to write to you. Give me your 
opinion, I entreat you, of all theſe matters, 
with that freedom and ſincerity, which be- 
comes my friend and my brother, Favor 
me ſoon with an anſwer; and reſt af- 
ſured of that periect eſteem, with which 


I am, 
Tour, | &c. | 
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To his Majeſty the King of Poland, 
and Duke of Lorrain and Bar. 


Gs 


Prince who has been calld, by the 

free voice of a people, to fill a 
throne ; whole blood has been held ſo pre- 
Vol. II. „ | cCious 
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cious by one of the firſt nations of Europe, 


that they have ſought to mix it with that'of 
the houſe of Bourbon, from whence might 


ſpring their futur monarchs : a prince, 


who after accompliſhing a moſt glorious 
and memorable period in hiſtory, enjoys, 
in the fulneſs of years, all the bleſſings that 
Providence can beftow ; who rules his peo- 
ple with the ſceptre of a Titus; ſupports 
learning, encourages ability and induftry, 


and prepares for pofterity the faireſt mo- 


numents of a wiſe and happy reign : ſuch 
a monarch cannot but be the powerful 
protector of ſcience, and the rightful judge 
of a work which treats of the youu art of 
government. 


Urgd by theſe truths, I have preſumed, 


from: my loneſom retreat, to lay theſe Po- 


litical Inſtitures ; the firſt draught of which 
was made for the inſtruction of a young 
prince committed to my care, and which 
have ſince reduced to a ſyſtematic form 


for public uſe; at your majeſtys feet. I 
| ſhould — OY if the offer I here 


make, 
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make, were worthy of your majeſtys ac- 
ceptance ; but a ſoul of ſuch exalted dig- 


nity, as your majeſtys, is ever ready, in 
imitation of the Divine Goodnels, graci- 
ouſly to accept of the meaneſt of well 
meant ſacrifices. | 

The endeavours that I have exert- 
ed to clear the political ſcience from the 
miſchievous errors of Machiavel, and to 
place it on a ſolid foundation: the equity 
and utility of theſe principles, can alone 
excuſe the preſumption, in offering to your 
majeſty, this ſmall tribute of my admira- 
tion and profound reſpect. 


I add the moſt fervent wiſhes for a long 


continuance of your precious days; and 
eſteem it the greateſt of honors to be, with 
the moſt devoted obedience, 


| Sire; D &c. ä 
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From his Majeſty, Staniſlaus Kang 
of Poland. 


Luneville, tor. 17, 1760. 


Ihave the higheſtopinion of your ability, 


and of the laudable motives that induced you 
to undertake it. I doubt not, but in what 


you have wrote on politics, you have col- 
lected, as in a focus, every thing that can ren- 
der government more ſecure to the prince, 
and leſs burthenſom to the people: and 
that by ſtrongly contending with, and ex- 
poſing, that love of falſe fame, which ſerves 
only to enſlave and to deſtroy, you have 
wiſely promoted the peace of mankind; 
for ſuch I ſee by your letter, is the deſign of 
your book; which I receivd only two days 
fince. I propoſe to read it thro very ſhort- 

ly, 


SOSTESSSSIETSID 3288 


Receivd your work with great pleaſur, as 


ond C 
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Iy, and the ſtrong propenſity I find to it, 
ferves me as a kind of prophecy, of the 


benefit I ſhall receive from it. I am 


ſincerely, 
Sir, your affectionate friend, 


Staniſlaus, King. 
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From his ſerene Highneſs, the Elector 
of Cologn. 


Am extremely ſenſible, Sir, of the re- 
ſpect you have ſhown me, by ſending 


me your work, and of all thoſe obliging 


expreſſions which are containd in the let- 
ter that accompanyd it. You may reſt aſ- 
ſurd that I wiſh for nothing fo much, as 
an opportunity of giving you proofs of 
that particular eſteem, with which I am, 
a th. _ Sir, your affectionate Friend, 
17560. Clement Auguſtus, Elector. 
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From his ſerene H ighneſs, the Elector 
of Bavaria. 


Munchen, March 15, 1760. 


T is ſome time ſince I receivd, M. Ba- 
ron, the copy of your Political Inſti- 
tutes, together with your letter of the 4th 
of October laſt: both of which are highly 
agreeable to me; and I acknowledge my 
obligation to you, for making me acquaint- 
ed with a work, that is at once learned and 
important : and the ſtudy of which muſt 
be extremely uſeful. From what I have 
already ſeen of it, I conceive. a very high 


opinion of its author, and ſhall be far from 


thinking the time loſt, which I ſhall here- 
after employ in- the ſtudy of it. I here 
ſend a ſmall token of my acknowledg- 

ment, 
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ment, and reſt aſſured, M. Baron, of 
that real eſteem which. I entertain for 


you, 
Max. Joſ. Elector. 
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F rom his ſerene H. ie the Elector 


Palatine. 


Manbeim, Tune 7, 1 760. 


Am a hk ld to you, M. Baron, 
for the preſent you have made me of your 
Political Inſtitutes; which is a work that 
1 ſhall always greatly eſteem, as a produc- 
tion of your genius, that is highly worthy 
of the approbation of mankind, tor whoſe * 


| uſe it is intended, | 
I am with great eſteem, M. Baron, 
Your affectionate friend. 
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From M. Voltaire. 
Believe, Sir, that your letter has made 
me well, for pleaſur is an univerſal 
remedy; and it gives me a very ſenſible 
pleaſur to find that you ſtill remember 
me. I think of nothing more than how 
to ſhorten the time, and to end my days 
pleaſantly; in that ſerious work, how- 
ever, which you have publiſhd, I find 


- myſelf ſtrongly intereſted, and am impa- 
tient to become acquainted with it, Teach 
- princes to do juſtice ; it will be a conſtant 
"conſolation to thoſe who are liable to ſuffer 
by their pride, their caprice, their injuſ- 
"tice, or their cruelty. Mankind love to 
hear of the laws of nations: they are like 


the ſick, to whom men talk of a panacea, 


'Have you not ſaid ſomething about liber- 
ty? Tumagin 22 enjoy it to your wiſh at 


as... 
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Hamburg. For my own part, I enjoy it 
effectually; and have been for theſe ſix 
years paſt, completely incbriated with the 
enjoyment ; ſeeing that I am in polleſſion 
of free lands on the borders of France, 


and find myſelf in the midſt of a perfect 


independency. Dont you remember the 
time when it was not permitted you to go 
to your own eſtate? That was rotally 
againſt the laws of nations. | 

I wiſh: your Germany peace; but am 
not endowd with ſuch deep foreſight, as 


to point out the time when all theſe hor- 


rors ſhall ceaſe. Fhe art of penetrating 
into futurity is-loſt with the wiſe preſident : 


1 embrace you with my whole heart, and 


without any ceremony, for that ought to 


have no place among philoſophers. It is 


ſufficient for them, to put at the bottom 


of their letters, the date, and the firſt letter 


of their names, the 20th June. N 
Your letter of the month of February, 

was not brought me by thoſe who are ex- 

peditious in executing the mee 


you give them. 
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volume from the preſs; and it will give 


LETTER LVIII. 
From Count Schouwalow. 


Sir, | Peterſburg, Feb. 27) 1761. 
Have never been ſo agreeably ſurpriſed, 
as at the receipt of the letter, with 


which you have honord me. I embrace the 


firſt opportunity of making you my ack now- 
ledgments, for a work, that affords as 
much inſtruction to others, as it does ho- 
nor to yourſelf, I had before read it over, 


Sir, with the higheſt eſteem of your abi- 


litys, and with all that attention which is 
neceſſary to reap a real advantage from 
it: and have again read it on receiving 
the copy you fent me; which I ſhall ever 
Preſerve as a valuable token of your regard. 

I think I ſhall do my country a real 
ſervice, by tranſlating your Inſtitutes into 
our language. I ſhall have the ſatisfac- 
tion in a ſhort time of receiving the firſt 


me 
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me great pleaſure to ſend you a copy of 
it. Permit me, Sir, to have the pleaſur 
of writing to you, and honor me with 
your commands. I ſhall think myſelf 
happy when yeu ſhall pleaſe to give me 
ſome opportunity of ſhowing that ſingu- 
lar eſteem I entertain for your merit, 
and that devotion with which J am, 
Sir, your melt humble ſervant, 

J. Schouwalow. 


F 
(A Fragment.) 
To M. von M** at B . 


| Banbury, June 6, 1760. 


belonged ſince the time of its reſtitution : 


and the Roial Societys of Konigſberg in 


* and of Greifswalde in Swediſh 
E & _ :e ! 


©, Sir, I haye not the honor to 
be a member of all thoſe ſocietys 
vou mention. To that of Berlin I have 
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Pomerania, have done me the honor ſome 
years ſince, to elect me a foreign mem- 
ber. have no other academic title ; and 
1 entreat you moreover, in the dedication 
of the work which you propoſe to addreſs 
-to me, that you would totally omit all 
thoſe titles which I have born at the court 
of Berlin. Inſert only, that ſimple, ele- 
gant motto, which you will find at the bot- 
tom of my medal in copper. 

I have no deſire to parade with lofty 
titles; my wiſh would be, by ſome real 
ſervice, to do honor to a title which I 
might receive from a great monarch, 
whoſe gifts are in themſelves commenda- 
1 tions. When I was at Berlin, I had a 
complete half dozen of employments, the 
| mere titles of which filld the covers of 
thoſe letters, which my country tenants, 
Ft friends to oftentation, ſent me. When- 
bi ver my labors can be of uſe to my ſove- 


* — 
— ner 
— - _ 
r 3 
* 


| . reign, I ſhall think it an honor to bear the 

1 title of any ſervice, to which he ſhall gra- 

Fi ciouſly pleaſe to appoint me. For the reſt, 

I look on a title as the ticket to a money 
| bag; * 
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bag; and you know, Sir, much too well, 
that the ticket to an empty bag. is of yup 


little ſignification. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


ARA RENE kx xt ROB HERE Ota 


LETTER LX. 
To Count * * *, at Copenhagen. 


Menlo Dee. 20, 1760. 
My worthy Friend, | 
F men were formd like tigers; were 


it neceſſary for their private ſubſiſtence, . 


or for the good of the community that 


they ſhould ruin and deſtroy each other; 
that they ſhould follow the trade of mur- 


der; then ſhould I eſteem war as an 
uſeful profeſſion, and a hero as a ra- 
tional being. But as the Divine Provi- 
dence has amply provided the whole hu- 
man race, with the neceſſarys of life; and 
as reaſon, the laws of nations, and the 
particular conſtitutions of every ſtate, 


allots to each individual, his portion of 
| _ 
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theſe proviſions; ſo that no man can, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, be ſaid to die for want: 
and as the abundance of the neceſſarys of 
life depends on the intercourſe of man- 
kind, which depends on peace; it ſeems 
matter of aſtoniſhment to me, that peace 
is not regarded as inviolable; and that 
war ſhould ever take place among men; 
or at leaſt, that after it was once experi- 
enced, it was not totally baniſnd from the 
face of the earth. 

The more ſeriouſly I conſider this mat- 
ter, the more I am convinced, that a natural 
diſpoſition, or an acquired ability, to ruin 
and to murder our brethren, is in its na- 
ture, infamous : and that what the folly 
ef mankind calls by the ſpecious names of 
valour, and heroifm, are totally unworthy 
of honor or eſteem. The whole proceeds 
from a kind of illuſion, which rulers of 
the world place before the eyes of their 
ſubjects, that they may make them the 
tools of their paſſions, but above all, of 
that creature of the imagination, their am- 
bition: and to add to this misfortune, ſen- 
| {ible 
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fible people are frequently caught in the 


ſnares of this ſaphiſm. 


Naw as by the common conſent of 


mankind, war is allowd to be an evil, ſo 
it ſeems to me highly proper, to endea- 
vour by all means to reſtrain this evil, that 


the human race may receive as little in- 


jury as poſſible from it. This were true 
humanity, and conſequently the founda- 
tion of true honor. What ſight, in fact, 
can be more horrid, than that of a country 


ravaged by war? where nothing is to be 


ſeen but fire and ſword, terror, confuſion, 
deſpair, and death, What fight, on the 
_ contrary, can be more pleaſing, than that 
of a. country which is the abode of peace ? 
where all orders of men are uſefully em- 
ployd; and where every one reaps the 
fruit of his own labor ; where reigns per- 
petual joy; where arts, ſciences, and com- 


merce flouriſh z; and where the charms of 


converſation are heightend by ſerene and 
innocent pleaſures. | 


Thoſe conquerors, who in e 


to private inclination, divert the natural 


2 1 5 : courſe ; 
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courſe of war, by laying their bloody hands 
on the huſbandman or the tradeſman, on 
the citizen or the gentleman; the peace- 
ful inhabitants of the land; ſeem to me, 
to have but very ſlender notions of he- 
roiſm: and it would not be at all diffi- 
cult to prove, that they little underſtand 
their true intereſt; for when they ſhall 
duly eſtimate the fruits of their victorys, 
they will find, that a well grounded repu- 
tation is far from being the leaſt of 
them. | | 
Of all the injurys that ſociety ſuffers. 
from war, the greateſt is, when the rare 
and invaluable monuments of ſcience, and 
id the polite arts; the works of antiquity 
1 become ſubject to the unbridled rage of 
4 the ruffian ſoldier: for this damage is ir- 


k 4 | o . . 
1 reparable : this is a loſs to the whole race 
1 of mankind; and poſterity can never for- 
1 give that general, who commands, or even 


ſuffers his army to be guilty of ſuch ſa- 

Fi 5 vage vengeance, The ſenſeleſs impetu- 

| | oſity, the habitual cruelty, even that thirſt 

1 of revenge, ſo natural to war, cannot juſ- 
| tify 
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tify ſuch conduct, Men ſtill deſtroy 
whatever can be uſeful to an enemy; every 
thing that care and induſtry can provide : 
but thoſe objects which contribute neither 
to the riches nor power of a ſtate; thoſe 
ſacred pledges which our forefathers of 
every age, have committed to our care, 
to be faithfully handed down. to poſteri- 
ty; to ſacrifice theſe holy monuments to a 
beggarly animoſity, is ſuch a ſpecies of 
brutality, as every thinking man muſt be- 
hold with deteſtation, 
— Had the Goths and Vandals been any 

thing better than mere robbers, it woutd. 
be injuſtice in us, to treat their names 
with that deſpication and abhorrence we 
conſtantly do: but in the courſe of their 
ravages they laid waſte and deſtroyd, all 
thoſe productions of finiſhd beauty, of 
Greece and Italy, in building, in ſtatuary, 
in painting and ſculpture ; and this it 1s, 
that has branded their oy with eternal 
infamy. 

The late cardinal Polignac had, at a 

vaſt expence, formd a noble collection of 


ſtatues, buſts, baſs reliefs, rich tables, and 
other 
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other monuments of antiquity ; which had 
the good fortune to eſcape the blind fury of 
the Goths : and ſuch of them as time or ac- 
cident had mutilated, were repaired by the 
hands of Bernini and Puget. At the death 
of the cardinal, the king of Pruſſia became 
poſſeſsd of this invaluable cabinet. The fa- 
mily of Licomedes ; Achilles in the habit 
of a girl, under which diſguiſe he paſsd 


among the kings daughters; Fortunata 
ting at play with children; a ſleeping 


Morpheus, and a number of other ftatues 


of excellent beauty; a matchleſs buſt of 


Cæſar; and one of Domitian : All theſe 
pieces were ſo many miracles of art, and 
afforded inexprefſible pleaſur to the con- 


noiſſeur. 


But alas! they are no more; for at the 
plundering of Charlottenburg, on the 10th 
of this month, a day fatal to the polite 
arts, and diſgraceful to human nature, this 


noble cabinet was totally deftroyd. I turn 


my mind from ſo horrid a ſcene; my heart 


fickens at the thought, and I have only 


power to add, 
Hae Farewell, my dear Count. 
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To my Sons Henry and Ferdinand. 


Ny dear Children, 


twenty years together, has never ſo 
far debaſed my mind, as to make me for- 
getful of my friends and relations: on the 


contrary, I have held a regular correſpon- 


dence with them, during all that period: 
but from the moment that a great king 
calld me to his councils, I have religi- 


ouſly - oblervd that confidence he was 


pleasd to repoſe in me, and in my letters 
have never mentiond a word of what is 
_ calld ſtate affairs“; however, that my 


correſpondence might not become dry and 


unintereſting, T have endeavourd to enli- 
ven it, with accounts of thoſe entertain- 


——_ 


4 


R 


4 Se the r note at "the beginning of clamp xIl. 
ments 
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ments the king has given to his courtiers ; 
with deſcriptions of thoſe buildings with 

which he has adornd his dominions; and 
of other monuments of his greatneſs. 
Some of theſe letters regard ſcience, or 


the polite arts; others are devoted to 


friendſhip or affection; and others con- 
tain accounts of my journeys. In the 
courſe of twenty-two years, theſe letters 
have increasd to a conſiderable number; 3 


and that perfect vacancy which I now en- 


joy at Hamburg, has prompted me to re- 
viſe them; and to make from among them 
a collection, that may hereafter prove 
agreeable, either by informing you of the 
moſt remarkable occurrences of my life; 


or by affording you ſome entertaining 


anecdotes of the moſt renownd, the moſt 


learned and polite court, that Europe has 
fora long time ſeen. 


I have no view, my dear ſons, but to 
give you pleaſur, by ſatisfying a curio- 


ſity that muſt be natural to you, and of 


which I cannot diſapprove: and yet I know 


not whether the reading will not prove 
tireſome 


LETTER LXLE - a8” 
tireſome to you : the little hiſtorys that I 
have here related, entertaind me, and 
ſeemd worthy of obſervation while they 
paſsd before my eyes, and were intermixd 
with the thread of my life: but perhaps 
theſe, - which to me were living facts, 
have loſt their force and beauty in the de- 
ſcription, - I fear it, my dear children, and 
the more, as on reviſing theſe letters, 1 | 
find that they have very few of the orna- | 
ments of elocution ; that I have no where | 
attempted to diſplay a pompous and learn- = 
ed ſtyle, but have contented myſelf with 
communicating to my friends, a plain 
and juſt relation. If the matter thereof, 
does not entertain or inſtruct you, this 
collection has no borrowd ornaments to 
recommend it; and perhaps you will pre- 
ſerve it in your library, merely as a token 
of reſpect for a father who ſo tenderly 
loved you. | 
It is. not my intention to publiſh this 
friendly correſpondence ; I make, however, 
no proteſtations; there are a thouſand mo- 


tives, a thouſand temptations, ſufficiently - 
ſtrong 
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ſtrong to break a reſolution of this ſort. 
At all events, it will probably be the laſt 
work that I ſhall offer to the public: and 
I am fo highly ſenſible of that indulgence 
with which it has receivd my former pro- 
ductions, that I take my leave of it, with 
a thankful heart. To the beſt of my be- 
lief, I have finiſhd my literary labors, 
Works of a very different nature wait for 
me, and will, moſt probably, employ the 
remainder of my days. 

Follow, my dear ſons, the path that I 

have opend to you, and ſtrive by a noble 
conduct, to deliver onr name down fair 
to poſterity, My wiſhes and my endea- 
vours are, that you may devote yourſelves 
to the ſervice of our king: in whatever 
| ſtation he ſhall place you, apply affidu- 
ouſly to the dutys of it; let that be your | 
principal ſtudy. 
In every part of your e inquire 
carefully after firſt principles. Be diligent 
in the purſuit of learning, but ſparing in 
the uſe of it: it is lawful in this reſpect, 


to hide the inward by the outward man. 
I con- 


I conjure you, my dear children, to con- 
ceal a good part of your abilitys and your 
acquirements, ſo long as you are in a ſub- 
ordinate ſtation of life; you will loſe no- 
thing by ſuch wary conduct. As your 
principal object is, to pleaſe your fuperi- 
ors, you are to conform to their fenti- 
ments. Unhappy ſhall you be, if by un- 
common ſagacity or learning, you diſcover 
that you know too much. The more abi- 

lity you have, the more oppoſition you 
will find to your advancement ; the more 
difficult it will be for you to obtain that ſta- 
tion in life, in which your ability would be 
of real uſe to you. There is no imprudence, 
however, in appearing at all times, men 
of ſtrict integrity; for even in the midſt 
of a corrupt court, virtue will almoſt al- 
ways, ſooner or later, obtain its reward. 
Ir is impoſſible for me to expreſs all 
that tenderneſs which I feel for you; 
forget not a father who has given you 
from the cradle ſo many marks of the 
ſtrongeſt affection; and revere the me- 
mory of an honorable mother, who, alas 
has 
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has juſt died in my arms, and whoſe laft 
ſigh conveyd to heaven a prayer for your 
_ proſperity. Let the Author of your ex- 
iſtence be conſtantly before your eyes. 
You have no friend more faithful than I, 
or more ready to direct your ſteps, in your 
education, your travels, or your duty. 
When I am in the grave, my dear ſons, 
may you ſtill regard my memory; and if, 
as I hope, a monarch -ſhall hereafter call 


|| you to his ſervice, follow at all times, 
|| - that precept of divine wiſdom, which 
(is above all inſtruction I can give you; 
| a « Fear God, honor the king.“ 

| | | Hamburg, Jan. 1, 

4 1763. 
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